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FORVARP 


This  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  Is  the  first 
submitted  by  the  25th  Infantry  Division  (**)  sinoe  the 
Division  arrived  in  the  Republio  of  Vietnam. 

It  has  been  prepared  in  aocordanoe  with  AR  525-24  a a 
modified  by  USARV  Circular  870-1.  Significant  aspects  of 
the  Division's  deployment  to  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  are 
included. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER! 


THOMAS  V.  MELLEN 


Colonel,  OS 
Chief  of  Staff 
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II.  Narrative 


•  ( 'Steads ' 


^  a*  Movement  to  the  Republio  of  Vietnam. 

&IZ  's7*\(l)  Deployment . 

fyjVf? Ol/^)  (3)  In  late  te.l’l  1965,  the  25th  Inftmtry 

— ’ Division  was  alerted  to  deploy  one  brigade  for  operations  In 
Vietnam.  Shortly  thereafter  this  was  ohanged  to  lnolude  all 
elements  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  less  the  nuclear 
elements  (2/21st  Artillery,  DC  and  ADM  Company).  On  24  Deo- 
ember  1965  the  Division  Advance  Planning  Croup  arrived  in 
Vietnam.  It  consisted  of  representatives  of  01,  02,  03,  and 
04,  headed  by  the  Assistant  Division  Commander  for  Maneuver, 
Brigadier  Oenera.l  Glen  D.  Valuer.  Its  main  mission  was  to 
act  as  liaison  between  the  Division  and  higher  headquarters 
and  to  direct  all  activities  to  assist  the  quick  establish:- 
ment  of  the  Division  In  Vietnam.  The  3d  Brigade  Task  Poroe 
w^a  dlreoted  to  Plelku  while  the  2d  Brigade  and  the  remainder, 
of  the  Division  established  a-  base  at  Cu  Chi.  The  3d  Brigade 
Advrnce  Party  began  to  deploy  on  23  December  1965,  the  main 
body  on  27  December  1965,  with  two  Infftntry  Battalions  (l/35th 
and  "2/35th  Infantry)  being  airlifted  and  the  l/l4th  Infantry 
Battalion'  going  by  sealift.  The  3d  Brigade  Task  Poroe  oloisd  • 
PlelkO  on-27  January  1966. 

(b)  (3)  On  2-3  January  1966  the  2d  Brigade 

Advance  Party  was  airlifted  to  Bien  Hoa,  RVN.  On  4  January 
two  oavalry  troops  departed  by  sealift  for  Okinawa  where  they 
married  up  with  M48A3  tanks  and  ML13  Personnel  Carriers.  On 
5  January  U3ARHA’*  LO  -  01-09  provided  the  authority  for  move¬ 
ment  of  dependents  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  (-).  On  the 
same  day  USARPAC  was  requested  to  fill  the  aviation  shortages 
(95  pilots,  57  alroraft)  of  the  Division.  On  8  January  at 
request  was  sent  to  USARPAC  to  issue  an  alert  or  warning  order 
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oltlng  ft  readiness  data  for  deployment  of  tho  Division  bat a 
,(-)  and  to  lnltiata  notion  to  fill  personnel  and  equipment 
shortages.  The  cmergsnoy  requisition  was  for  1555  SM  which 
ravisad  wnward  the  15  Dsoomber  and  30  December  1965  requis¬ 
itions.  A  new  base  deployment  date  of  31  Maroh  was  used. 

On  10  January  1966  ft  USARPAC  movsment  directive  was  received 
directing  preparation  of  the  1st  Bn,  69th  Armor  to  move  by 
surfaae  lift  to  USARYSIS  (Okinawa)  for  new  oqulpmont  (M48A3 
tanks  and  Ml 13  PC's). 

(o)  (?)  On  10  January  1966  the  Division 
issued  a  warning  order  to  the  1st  Bn,  69th  Armor.  On  11  Jan¬ 
uary  USARPAC  Issued  a  final  movement  direotlvo  authorizing 
movement  of  l/69th  Armor  with  a  readiness  date  of  13  January 
1966  for  equipment  and  18  January  for  personnel  .01  Also  on  13 
January  19o6  the  Division  rooelved  a  message  from  USARPAC 
whloh  was  a  warning  order  for  movement  of  Division  Base  (-). 

On  15  January,  Division  issued  a  message  to  subordinate 
commands  on  the  availability  date  of  Division  (-)  (less  2d 
and  3d  Brigade  Task  Foroe,  l/69th  Armor,  and  2/21st  Arty), (4) 

On  29  January  the  division  issued  planning  dates  for  deploy¬ 
ment  to  subordinate  commands.^  On  30  January,  4/9th  and  4/23d 
Infantry  arrived  at  Pearl  Harbor  and  wore  billeted  at  Scho- 
fiold  Barracks  under  the  oohtrol  of  1st  irigade.  On  1  February 
the  Division  told  USAREAV  that  the  latest  date  3/4  Cavalry 
could  leave  Hawaii  to  arrive  at  Okinawa  and  then  proceed  to 
KVN  to  arrive  by  15  Mnroh  was  25  February  1966/'^  On  3  Feb¬ 
ruary,  the  Commanding  General  sent  a  recommendation  to  CINC 
USARPAC  on  the  disposition  of  the  2/21st  Artillery  and  other 
nuolear  elements  under  the  Division.^  On  1  February  1966, 
Operation  Plan  HOLOKAI  XIII  (MOONLIGHT)  was  issued.  It 
involved  the  movement  of  the  Division  (-),  less  2d  and  3d 
Brigade  Task  Foroe,  lr*  four  phases.  Phase  I,  Preparation  and 
Dispatch* of  Advrnoe  Parties.  Phase  II,  Deployment  In  aooord- 
anoo  with  schedule  put  out  in  separate  message.  Phase  III, 

Base  Area  Development,  and  Phase  IV,  Tactloal  Employment. 

This  oonoerned  the  movement  of  ovor  7,000  m6n.  On  5  February 
the  Division  Issued  planning  guidance  for  the  movement  of  the.. 
Division  (-)  (less  l/69th  Armor,  3/4  Cavalry  and  1st  Brigade ). 
On  6  February,  l/69th  Armor  arrived  in  Okinawa.  On  12  Feb¬ 
ruary  CINC  USARPAC  issued  a  movement  directive  to  Division 
which  put  as  a  dosing  date  for  1st  Brigade  Task  Foroe,  30 
April  1966.1# On  15  February.,  1st  Brigade  Task  Fcroa  readiness 
date  was  o  ha  aged  from  30  Maroh  to  10  April  1966 .4*1  On  16  Feb¬ 
ruary  USARHA’f  directed  the  port  oall  of  3/4  Cavalry  (-)  as 
231600  February On  16  February,  the  Division  requested  the 
planning  dates  for  deployment  of  the  l/69th  Armor  to  Vietnam.0** 
Also  the  Division  issued  instructions  to  subordinate  units 
of  readiness  and  BVN  arrival  dates  A'1*  On  17  February  MACV 
concurred  with  the  Movement  of  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  (-) 
to  Ou  Chi  and  a  oompany  to  Pleikui'1*  On  18  February  the  Divis¬ 
ion  directed  the  movement  time  of  the  Division  Base  (-)  and 
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allocated  the  vessels  to  be  used^y  in  addition,  guidelines  war*  ..  • 
.aatabllahed  on  the  alze  and  oompoaltion  of  advanee  party  alemntnp 
On  19  February,  inatruotiona  were  iaaued  on  tha  breakdown  and 
issuing  of  M16  riflea  within  the  Division^  On  22  February,  the 
Division  requested  that ,Troop  D,  3d  Sqdn,  4th  Oavalry  be  trained 
in  RVN  rather  than  In  Hawaii  as  previously  planned.'***  On  22  Feb¬ 
ruary  the  movement  directive  sendinc  **•••*.  ?>  *tVl  Cav- 

airjr  to  Plelku  vas  reoeivcd  USARPAC  On  the  same  day  the 

movement  dijeotw*  wt,o  received  on  l/69th  ArmorJwThe  battalion 
waa  to  arrive  in  HVN  on  1’5  March  1966.  On  21  February  1966,  in- 
oountry  olearance  for  the  25th  Infantry  Division  wae  granted 
Separate  olearance  would  be  granted  fo.r  1st  Bn,  69th  Armor. 

On  28  February,  the  Division  submitted  the  status  of  radio  equip¬ 
ment  whioh  impaired  the  ability  of  the  Division  to  perform  its 
mission. 9°>On  26  February,  elements  of  Division  Headquarters,  25th 
Admin  Co,  125*  h  Ba'ttalion,  end  65th  Engineer  Battalion 

departed  by  sealift  (USNS  POPS).  Units  closed  HVN  on  13  March 
1966.  On  17  March,  the  Division  Bass  (-)  departed  on  the  USNS 
GORDON  and  arrived  In  RVN  31  Maroh  1966.  The  Commanding  General 
and  Division  Command  Group  departed  Hawaii  by  air  on  26  Maroh. 
Major  General  ’feyand  assumed  command  of  all  25th  Infantry  Division 
units  (less  3d  Brigade  Task  Force  at  Pleiku)  on  26  torch  1966. 

On  15  April  the  1st  Brigade  Task  Fores  departed  Hawaii  and  arrived 
HVN  on  29  April  1966. 


(2)  (FOUO)  Intelligence  Activities  (1  Jan  -  28  Par). 
Upon  notification  in  late  December  that  the  2d  and  3d  Brigades  of 
the  Division  were  being  deployed  to  South  Vietnam  with  &  strong 
possibility  that  the  remainder  of  the  Division  would  follow  in 
early  spring,  the  G2  Section  reevaluated  its  intelligence  effort. 
The  most  significant  activities  undertaken  subsequent  tc  1  Jan¬ 
uary  ar®  briefly  described  below* 


(a)  Liaison  with  the  USARPAC  Intelligence  Community 
was  increased  to  dally  visits  to  insure  that  all  available  Intell¬ 
igence  of  the  proposed  area  of  operation  was  obtained  for  dis¬ 
semination  to  the  major  subordinate  commands  and  interested  staff 
seotions  of  the  Division. 

(b)  A  daily  intelligence  briefing  was  conducted 
in  conjunction  with  the  Commanding  General's  Staff  Meeting, 
utilizing  MAGV  Dally  and  Periodl'.  Intelligence  Reports  as  well 

as  Intelligence  reports  submitted  by  the  2d  and  3d  Brigades  , 

after  arrival  in-country. 


(o)  The  Division  Language  School  was  dosed 
and  an  accelerated  program  in  the  Vietnamese  language  was 
Initiated  on  10  January  1966.  The  new  course,  tailored  to 
the  immediate  needs  of  the  Division,  was  3  months  in  duration. 
Phase  I  of  ten  wreks  (440  hours)  we*  designed  to  qualify  pers¬ 
onnel  to  the  R-2/S-2  level  of  Vietnamese  language  proflcienoy. 
Phase  II  was  a  period  of  two  weeks  Ji 88  hours;  designed  to 
broaden  the  student’s  language  baseythrough  the  acquisition 
of  military  vocabulary  and  idiom.  Phase  II  was  conducted  by 
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Vietnamese  Army  Officers  who  wore  previously  assigned  at 
Instructors  with  the  Division  Lan&uage’ Sohoci  ami  who  woro 
.  rstainoA  when  the  sohool  disbanded.  A  total  of  sovon  olasses 
with  40  graduates  were  completed  during  the  period  10  Jan  -  ■ 

.  2  Apr  66,  significantly  improving  tho  capability  of  tho 
'  Division  to  oommunioato  with  the  Vietnamese  oivilian  and 
military  community. 

(d)  Tho  movement  to  Vietnam  oausod  a  roview  of 

tho  Division's  basio -l^ad  of  Daps,  resulting  in  the  elimin¬ 
ation  of  65  tons  of  naps  whioh  had  boon  held  for  other 
contingency  areas.  Continuous  coordination  with  Support 
Command,  25th  Infantry  Division,  assured  that  basio  map  loads 
wore  Issued  in  appropriate  quantities  to  all  elements  on  a 
timely  baeia  for  deployment.  In  order  to  facilitate  base 
area  development,  organisation  of  perimeter  defense  and  plan¬ 
ning  of  patrol  activitiss  the  USARPAC  Mapping  and  Intelligence 
Center  was  requested  to  produoe  1:12,500  map  ooverage  of  the 
Division  TAOR  and  contiguous  areas.  ThlB  request  vras  approved 
by  02  USARPAC  an*  the  initial  4  sheet  coverage  of  the  Cu  Chi 
vicinity  was  later  expanded  to  a  total  of  22  sheets  covoring 
tho  entire  TAOR.  These  maps  have  proven  invaluable  for  the 
purpose  lntonded .  , 

(e)  Prior  to  deployment  of  the  2d.  and  3d. 

Brigades,  tho  Order  of  Battle  Seotlon  under  operational 
control  of  the  02  Section  prepare'"  Viet  Cong  OB  sunnarlee 
whioh  were  dlaaer.lnr.tod  to  the  32  Sectiona  of  all  aubordlnato 
unita.  These  summarise  allowed  unit  S2'a  to  become  familiar 
with  tho  enemy  situation  in  South  Vietnam  and.  provided,  a  basis 
for  their  OB  files  end  workbooks.  After  the  deployment  of  . 
the  Division,  dissemination  of  the  OB  summaries  continued 

in  order  to  keep  unit  S2'e  informed  of  the  ourrent  OB  situation, 

♦ 

(f)  On  5  March  1966,  a- 25th  Infantry  Division  \ 
Veapona  Identification  Handbook  was  prepared  by  the  OB 
Section,  publieho'"  by  Division  AG  and.  disseminated  to  all 
Division  elements.  Tho  purpose  of  the  handbook  is  to  famil¬ 
iarise  division  personnel  with  the  weapons  and  material 
currently  possessed  by  the  Viet  Cong  and  the  North  Vietnamese 
Army*  This  handbook  has  facilitated  tho  accurate  identifica¬ 
tion  and  reporting  of  the  nuaeroue  weapons  which  have  been, 
oaptured  during  recent  combat  operations. 

(g)  In  the  month  of  February  an  Air  Observer 
pourse  was  conducted,  at  Schofiold.  Barraoks  by  Division  Artil¬ 
lery  under  the  staff  supervision  of  the-G2  Seotlon,  resulting 
in  the  graduation  of  twenty  offlcors  and  enlisted,  men.  The 
training  reoeived  by  this  olaes  provided  the  Division  with 
the  neoessary  depth  of  qualified  personnel  to  assist  in  the 
collection  of  intelligence  data  by  visual  reoonnalesanoe  and 
to  perform  adjustment  of  artillery  fire. 
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(h)  The  Counterintelligence  Branoh  of  the 
02  Station  officially  euepended  *11  personnel  security  oper¬ 
ations  on  27  February  1966  upon  departure  of  the  main  body> 

Rear  deteohment  personnel  handled  minor  administrative  mattere 
whloh  arose  subsequent  to  that  date.  ACofS,  02,  U3ARHAV, 
continued  to  grant  seeurity  oleare.noes  to  division  personnel 
until  11  Karoh  1966,  when  all  suoh  matters  were  forwarded  to 
AOofS  02,  U.3.  Army,  Vietnam. 

(l)  .Also  In  February,  prior  to  departure 
of  the  main  body,  the  ACofS  02,  MI  Det"chment  Commander  and 
Order  of  Battle  Cffloer  were  sent  by  the  Division  Commander 
to  Vietnam  for  the  purpose  of  compiling  and  analysing  all 
available  Information  on  our  Operational  area  and  establishing 
liaison  '-'1th  the  various  intelligence  agencies  in  the  country. 
Their  efforts  facilitated  the  transition  of  Intelligence 
operations  from  Hawaii  to  Vietnam. 

(3)  (U)  Administration.  On  3  January  1966, 

plans  were  completed  for  alert  processing,  and  administrative 
instructions  were  issued  to  2d  and  3d  Brigades.  An  AO  pers¬ 
onnel  support  team  was  attached  to  both  2d  and  3d  Brigades. 
Subsequently,  the  same  service  was  provided  the'lBt  Brigade 
Tasic  Force  md  Division  (-).  On  15  .January,  APO  96353  was 
aotlvated  to  serve  the  2d  Brigade  Task  Force.  Upon  deployment 
of  the  2d  and  3d  Brigade  Task  Force,  a*  Judge  advooato  office 
was  attaohed  to  erch.  A  dependent’s  assistance  center  was 
established  in  December  1965  to  aid  in  tho  quick  and  orderly 
processing  of  dependents.  A  total  of  2,299  families  were 
prooessed  and  2,250  actually  departed  Hawaii  prior  to  the 
oenter  closing  on  20  April  1966.  There  were  approximately  200 
families  who  indicated  they  wish  to  depart  in  June.  This 
function  was  »,ssumsd  by  United  States  Army,  Hawaii,  when  the 
Division  center  vr.3  closed. 

(A)  (U)  Logistics,  A  st  3  0lal  Operational 

Report  on  Lessons  Learned  will  be  submitted  by  30  June  1966  oh 
the  Logistical  and  Organizational  Activities  of  Support  Command 
during  the  deployment  of  the  Division. 

(5)  (U)  Civic  Action.  In  the  early  p<*rt  of 

February  Major  General  Fred  C,  Veyand  initiated  ’’Operation 
Helping  Hand”.  Operation  Helping  Hand  was  started  in  response 
to  the  question  from  many  residents  of  the  state  of  Hawaii  . 
"What  can  we  do  to  help  the  soldiers  of  the  25th  Infantry 
Division?".  The  response  of  the  people  of  Hawaii  was  over¬ 
whelming.  Governor  John  Burns,  Honolulu's  Mayor  Neal  Blais$£lJ.|, 
Chinn  Ho,  Hawaiian  Civilian  Aide  to  the  Seoretary  of  the  Army, 

end  numerous  other  officials  from  Oahu  and  the  surrounding 
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Islands  of  the  state  of  Hawaii,  immediately  pledged  aid  and 
assistanoe  in  oolleoting  materials  for  Helping  Hand*  Over  350 
tons  of  material  to  be  used  in  civic  action  projeots  w*r# 
collected  which  Included  clothing,  health  and  sanitation 
items,  basic  work  items,  children's*  items,  and  miscellaneous 
items  suoh..fts  milk  and  panned  goods.  On  2  March  1966, 

Senator  Hiram  Fong,  Senator  from  the  state  of  Hawaii,  spoke 
in  the  Senate  about  the  response  of  the  people  of  Hawaii 
On  5  March*  a  parade  in  appreciation  of  thoeo  who  assisted 
in  Helping  Hand  was  held  at  Fort  DoRussey,  Hawaii.  All  -Items 
collected  for  Helping  Hand  are  to  be  used  in  civic  action 
projeots  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division  area  of  operations. 
The  use  of  such  materials  is  governed  by  25th  Infantry 
Division  Circular  551-1  (Clvio  Action  Helping  Hand  Material) 
Jated  23  April  1966. 

(6)  (Uj.  Signal  Activities.  On  13  January  1966,  th 
Assistant  Division  Signal  Officer  departed  for  Vietnam  to 

Join  the  Division  Advance  Planning  Group.  On  21  February 
the  25th  Infantry  Division  Forward  became  operational  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Edward  H.  deSaussure,  creating 
an  immediate  requirement  for  installation  and  operation  of  a 
communications  system  normally  established  in  support  of 
division  headquarters.  Neither  the  Advance  Planning  Group 
not*  the  Advance  Command  Group  arrived  in  Vietnam  with  the 
proper  type  of  communications  equipment  for  the  support  requi¬ 
red,  Minimum  communications  requirements  were  met  by  pooling 
all  available  sources,  and  borrowing  equipment  from  other 
divisional  units  in  the  area.  Proper  communications  support 
was  not  available  until  the  arrival  of  the  men  and  equipment 
of  the  125th  Signal  Battalion  on  18  March  1966. 

(7)  (U)  Training. 

(a)  Training  Areas.  The  tr  ining  areas 
available  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division  at  Schofield  Barracks , 
Hawaii  provided  an  ideal  setting  for  training  units  for 
operations  in  SE  Asia.  The  terrain  is  rugged,  covered  with 
Jungle  growth  an-*  th©  frequent  rains  in  the  Koolau  mountains 
areas  created  realistic  restrictions  on  personnel  and  vehicular 
movement.  Training  programs  at  all  levels  wore  designed  to 
exploit  this  unique  opportunity  to  train  for  the  division’s 
most  likely  areas  of  commitment.  The  natural  terrain  facili¬ 
ties  were  enhanced  by  the  construction  of  12  SE  Asia  type 
"villages”  located  throughout  the  training  area.  These 
villages  were  usod  by  units  during,  counterinsurgency  training 
exeroisos  from  company  through  brigade  level.  Village  search 
techniques,  civic  action  and  community  relations  activities 
received  equal  consideration  with  combat  operations  in  the 
planning  of  major  unit. exercises.. 
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(b)  Training  for  Operations  in  SS  As l**. 

1.  The  25th. Infantry  Division.  stressed 
preparation  for  deployment  to  3E  Asia  in  all  phases  of  training* 
To  enhance  training  in  special  signifioarit  areas,  the  Division 
established  the  Special  Warfare  Training  and  Orientation  Center 
(SA’-rrOC)  in  the  East  Range  training  area.  The  center  inoluded 
the  Jungle  ^nd  Guerilla  Warfare  Training  Center,  the  small  unit 
counterinsurgency  and  civic  action  training  facility  (Kara 
Village)  and  the  Code  .of  Conduot  Training  Station.  Principles 
learned  during  training  at  SA,JTOC  were  applied  during  subsequent 
unit  field  exercises. 

2.  The  Division  Language  School 
presented  instruction  in  Asian  and  SE  Asian,  languages  including 
Vietnamese,  Thai,  Chinese  Mandarin  and  Indonesian.  In-oountry 
TDY  practical  training  followed  the  classroom  instruction. 

Upon  completion  of  training,  students  returned  to  their’ assigned- 
organizations  thus  giving  a  language  capability  at  unit  level. 

3.  Command  Post  Exercises  were  used 
as  a  vehicle  to  familiarize  officers  and  key  rnli3ted  personnel 
with  likely  areas  of  deployment.  The  local  CPX's  were  set  in 
either  Vietnam-  or  Thailand.  CPX  Tropic  Lightning  II  conducted 
7-9  December  1965  was  set  in  ths  same  general  area  in  which  the 
Division  is  currently  operating. 

4.  Every  opportunity  to  give  division 
personnel  practical  experience  in  Vietnam  was  exploited.  Most 
notable  was  the  Division's  participation  in  the  Army  Concopt  Team 
in  Vietnam  program  **nd  the  Shotgun  Program.  The  latter  involved 
training  aerial  doorgunners  for  deployment  to  Vietnam  for  90 
days  TDY  assigned  to  Army  Aviation  units.  These  men,  all 
volunteers,  provided  the  Division  with  personnel  who  were  fam¬ 
iliar  with  the  terrain,  the  enemy  and  airmobile  operations  in 
Vietnam.  More  than  2145  officers  and  men  participated"  in  the 
program. 


(c)  Fre-embarcation  Training. 

1.  The  Division  was  alerted  for 
deployment  to  Vietnam  in  December  1965.  The  3d  Brigade  Task 
Force  departed  Hawaii  in  December  1965  and  the  2d  Brigade  in 
January  1966.  Prior  to  departure  each  brigade  completed  an 
accelerated  training  program  with  emphasis  on  tactics  and  tech~ 
niques  particular  to  the  type  of  enemy  to  be  encountered  in 
Vietnam.  The  Jungle  and  Guerilla  Warfare  Training  Center 
expanded  to  accomodate  all  deploying  personnel  in  the. short 
space  of  time  available.  Priority  for  the  use  of  ranges  and 
training  areas  was  assigned  to  the  units  scheduled  for  earliest 
departure.  Several  special  courses  cf  instruction  were  estab¬ 
lished.  These  Included: 

* 
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ft-*  A  special  mine#  and  booby 
traps  oourse  presented  by  the  65th  Engineer  Battalion. 

Students  fro$  every  c^abst  squad  in  the  Bivision  rttended. 

b.  A  squad  and  platoon  oonbat 

course  was  established  and  all  small  units  oonpletcd  the  course 
prior  to  deployment*  Combat  orders,  fire  oontrol,  employment 
of  supporting  weapons,  battle  ^rill,  arm  and  hand  signals  and 
communications  wore  stressed, 

o*  DS  artillery  battalions 

conducted  intensive  training  for  artillery  and  mortar  forward 
observers*  Illumination  missions,  night  adjustment  of  artillery 
fire  and  direot  fire  wore  stressed. 

d.  A  live  fire  oonbined  arms 
exercise  was  conducted  for  each  rifle  company  of  the  1st 
Brigade  Task  Force,  All  supporting  weapons  available  to  the 
division  were  employed. 


e*  All  units  conducted  gas  chamber 
and  CBR  profioionoy  oourse  refresher  training. 


2.  The  receipt  of  several  new  items 
of  equipment  required  operator  and  maintenance  training  for  . 
seleotod  personnel.  New  equipment  training  teams,  augmented 
with  '"iviaion  and  USARHAV  instructors,  conducted  separate, 
organizational  maintenance  and  direct  support  maintenance 
training  on  the  VRC-12  series  reldios  and  M109  Self  Propelled 
155mm  Howitzer. 


Faroe. 


3*  Training  of  the  1st  Brigade  Task 


a.  Two  new  infantry  battalions, 
tho  ~th  Bn,  9th  Infantry,  and  the  4th  Bn,  23rd  Infantry,  were 
assigned  to  the  Division  from  Alaska  on  30  January  1966.  The 
battalions  arrived  at  almost  TOE  strength.  They  did  not,  however, 
have  the  106nm  HR  sections  or  the  ground  surveillance  radar  sect¬ 
ions  or  equipment  authorized  by  T0&3.  An  eight  weeks  training 
program  was  established  for  the  now  battalions.  Objectives  of 
the  new  program  included  acclimatization  of  porsonnol,  individual 
and  crew  served  weapons  qua.llfior.tion,  physical  conditioning, 
training  In  Jungle  tactics  and  techniques,  achievement  of  pro- 
fioiency  in  small  unit  tactics  and  orientation  on  the  area  of 
operations.  The  morale  of  the  battalions  was  exceptionally 
high  and  profioicncy  In  the  above  areas  improved  rapidly.  Inten¬ 
sive  field,  training  assisted  in  adjusting  the  troops  to  the 
drastle  change  in  olimate.  The  moderate  climate  of  Hawaii  pro¬ 
vided  an  ideal  intermediate?  staging  area  for  the  battalions. 
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b#  Training  of  the  24  Bn#  l4th 
Infp.ntry .  The  decision  was  nado  to  deploy  the  24  and  34  Bri¬ 
gades  at  full  TO&E  strength.  ’Jhon  replacements  414  not. 
arrlvs  In  time  to  complete  the  fill,  personnel  were  transferred 
from  the  24  Bn,  14th  Infantry  to  fill  vRoancles  ,in  departing 
units.  Sufficient  ropla dements  arrived  in  iato  January  to 
bring  the  battalion  to  full,  strength.  Because  of  the  pers¬ 
onnel  turnover,  oxtenaive  **o training  was  required.  The  bat¬ 
talion  fcllov/e*  the  snno  training  program  as  the  two  battalions 
from  /iIa ska. 


c.  The  1st  BriGa4e  Task  Force 

oomplete4  thefir  ttMcl  training  program  9  April  1966  and. began 
preparation  for  deployment  by  sea.  The  main  body  embarked  on 
15  April  and  arrived  Cu  Chi,  RVN  on  30  April  1966. 

b.  Significant  Organisational  and  Unit  Activities  . 
Sinoo  Arrival  in  Vietnam. 

(1)  (3)  Mission.  The  mission  of  the  25th : 

Infantry  Division  (-)is  to s' 

(a)  Conduct  searoh  an*  destroy  operations 
against  VC/NVA  forces  and  vase  camps  in  TAOR. 

(v)  Conduct  search  and  destroy  operations 
against  VC/NVA  forces  and.  'v.se  camps  outside  of  assigned  TAOR 
in  accordance  with  operational  schedules  now  in  effect  and  to 
he  put  int~  effect  ^y  IIFF0RC3V.. 

(c)  Conduct  clearing  operations  and  reserve 
reaction  operations  in  support  of  III  Corps  Q-VN  Revolutionary 
Development  Program  with  emphasis  on  the  national  priority 
areas  in  Hau  Nghia  Province  in  coordination  with  CO,  25th 
ARVN  Division,  an*  through  him,  the  Hau  Nghia  Province  Chief. 
Provide  support  for  the  GVN  Revolutionary  Development  Program 
through  military  operations  which  will  include  artillery 
support  on  an  area  vasis,  intelligence  support  and  coordin-  . 
atlon  of  civic  action  and  psychological  operations. 

(*.}  Provide  support  through  ground  oonbat, 
artillery  support,  air  support  and  limited  training,  if  necess¬ 
ary.  to  the  Rogional  and  Popular  forces  within  the  25th  Divis¬ 
ion’s  tactical  area  of  responsibility 

(e)  .  Be  pacHSparSd  to  provide  on#.  reinforeed 
infantry  battalion  f bit  deployment-  within  12  hours  notice. 

In  the  event  this  battalion  size  * foroe ' is  oommited  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  release  the.  remainder  of  a  brigade  si'ze  foroe 
twelve,  hburs. thereafter. 
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(f)  Defend  baa*  area  and  oonduet  aeourlty 
operations  In  areas  contiguous  to  base  camp* 

..  *  ,  M 

(g)  Maintain  and  secure,  as  necessary,  land 
lines  of  oommunioatlons. 

(h)  Be  prepared  to  participate  in  the  defense 
of  US  bases  at  Vung  Tau,  Blen  Hoa  and  others  which  may  be 


(l)  Be  prepared  to  support  continuing  plans 
Issued  by  Hq,  IIFFORCEV. 

(2)  Operations. 

(a)  (C )  General.  During  the  period  26  March 
to  30  April  1966,  the  Division  secured  161  convoys  along  National 
Route  1  from  Saigon  northwest  to  Cu  Chi.  Six  major  and  over  500 
small  unit  aotlons  (ambushes,  patrols,  Co  S  &  D  operations  etc.) 
were  conducted.  There  were  over  7,000  aviation  sorties  and  350 
air  sorties  in  the  period.  Over  25,000  rounds  of  artillery 
ammunition  were  fired  in  the  same  period. 

(b)  (U)  Major  Operations. 

(1)  CIRCLE  PINES  (TAB  A,  Appendix  4). 

(2)  XAHUKA  (TAB  B,  Appendix  4). 

(3)  MAXAHA  (TAB  C,  Appendix  4), 

(4)  KAENA  (TAB  C,  Appendix  4). 

(5)  KAHALA  (TAB  D,  Appendix  4). 

(6)  MAIL I 

(a)  (C)  CIRCLE  PINES  (30  Mar  -  4  Apr  .66)  Opn 

Circle  Pinos  was  a  search  and  destroy  operation  in  conjunction 
with  III  ARVN  Corps  to  locate  and  destroy  VC  forces  and  base 
camps  in  the  FILHOL  plantation  (XT660200).  This  was  a  four 
battalion  operation  (1st  Bn,  69th  Armor,  1st- Bn,  (Meoh)  . 

deity,  1st  Bn,  27th  Infantry,  2d  Bn,  27th  Infantry)  which 
utilised  the  mobility  and  firepower  of  -tanks  and  toeohanlsed 
infantry  as  well  as  airmobile  operations  by  an  infantry  battal¬ 
ion.  ,  Extensive  VO  supply  and  ammunition  oaohee  were  destroyed* 
Thia  .wfc8.'the  first  large  use  of  US  armor  elements  in  RVN  An.  a 
combined  aroa  operation.  During  this  operation  Co  A,  '2d -Bn,  27 
th  Infantry  repellad  a  major  attaek  by  a  VC  Bn  during  the  early 
morning  of  5  April.  The  results  of 'the  operation  were  VC  157  ’ll* 
(30.),  303  KIA  tpoaa),  13  VC  $BA,  8  .V0C,  7  VO 8,. .numerous  explosive r 


established 
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mints  and  ammunition  eaptursdj  142  tunnels  destroys  A I  57  *8  ton* 
of  rios  destroyed }  and  78  atruo.turo*  damaged.  Significant  u*S* 
losses  were  32  KIA,  195  VIA,  14  APC's,  12  tanks/  3  UH1R/ 1  VTR. 
damaged;  2  APC's  destroyed.  (See  appendix  5  0©»bat  Operat* 
lone  After  Action  Report  p.nd  Appendix  6  for  Speoial  Summary  of 
Aotlon  of  Co  A,  2d  Bn i  27th  Infantry.  (Opn  Circle  Pines}*) 


(d)  (C)  KAHUKA  (7-8  Apr  66),  This  Wat  a 

battalion  search  and  destroy'  operation  in  the  vicinity  of  XT 
553164  which  was.  based  on  accurate  intelligence  and  oxeoutod  ‘ 
vigorously  by  a  mechanized  battalion  task  force.  (l/5th‘  Infantry 
(Meeh),  Co  C,  1st  Bn,  69th  ‘Armor,  Tip  B,  3d  Sqdn,  4th  Cavalry, 
and  Co  A,  1st  Bn,  27th  Infantry).  The  te.Bk  foroo  with  throe, 
companies  abreast  advanced  against  Gnomy  small  arms  and  auto¬ 
matic  weapons  firo,  olearlng  the  area  and  destroying  tunnels 
and  a  VC  base  camp.  "  Two  additional  companies  oooupylng  bl coking 
positions  and  armed  helioop.tors  guarding  the  rice  pc.ddios,  were 
utilized  to- seal’  off  escape  routes.  The  swoop  of  the  area  was 
completed  by  1545  hours  and  tho  49th  AHVN  Regiment  assumed 
responsibility  for  final  clearance  of  the  area.  The  armor  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  M113  PC  effectively  minimized  casualties  (8  VIA) 
from  booby  traps  and  AP  mines,  yet  the  mobility  and  firepower 
of  this  task  force  inflicted  heavy  casualties  udou  a  stubborn 
and  determined  enemy  (29  KIA  (BC),  22  KIA  (poss),  1  VCS).  (See 
Appendix *7  for  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report.) 


(e)  (C)  MAKAHA  (11-14  Apr  66).  This  was  a 

brigade  search  and  destroy  operation  in  the  vioinity  XT565165* 
Task  Force  2/27  (2d  Bn,  27th  Infantry,  Co  A,  1st  Bn,  69th 
Aivaor,  and  Troop  B,  3d  Sqdn,  4th  Cavalry)  departed  base  cpjnp 
and  swept  south  toward  XT542161.  Co  B  and  Co  C,  lBt  Bn,  27th 
Infantry  were,  hollliftod  to  XT535154  and' began  search  and  destroj 
operations  toward  nn  objective  in  the  vicinity  XT550150.  The 
Brigade  moved  through  light  sniper  fire  and  booby  trapped  areas 
to  a  defensive  position  XT563168.  Troop.  B,  3d  Sqdn,  4th  Cavalry 
moved  to  the  west  of  the  objective  ^rea  to  secure  tho  exposed 
northern  and  western  flanks.  At  night,  all  units  placed  out 
ambushes.  On  12  April  the  Brigade  continued  searoh  area  destroy 
operations  north  and  south  cf  Route  1  vioinity  XT545175*  Light 
resistance  was  encountered.  On  13  April  all  elements  except 
Co  C,  2d  Bn,  27th  Infantry  continued  the  sweep  until  they  reached 
base  or.mp  at  Cu  Chi.  Co  C  set  up  a  patrol  base  vie  XT580295, 
until  14  April  when  the  company  returned  to  base  camp.  It  had 
light  enemy  contact.  The  results  cf  this  operation  were  VC  21 
KIA  (BC),  27  KIA  (poss),  4  VCC,  43  VCS.  U.3.,  1  KIA,  18  VIA; 

1  wheel  vehicle,  1  APC,  1  VTR  damaged.  (Sec  Appendix  8  for 
Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report.) 


(f)  (C)  HAENA  (13-14  Apr  66)  This  was  a 

battalion  search  and  destroy  operation  to  looate  and  destroy 
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operation  to  locate  and  destroy  VO  foross  and  installations  in 
the  vioinity  XT660200.  The  1st  Bn  (Msoh),  5th  Infantry  (-), 

Oo  0,  1st  Bn,  69th  Armor  and  a  platoon  of  Engineers  enoountered 
tunnel  oomplexes  and  hunker  systems  (68  tunnels  and  41  hunkers)*. 

It  was  In  this  operation  that  a  tank  Was  hit  for  the  first  time 
by  a  RPG-2,  a  weapon  whioh  completely  penetrated  the  hull  of  the 
▼ehlole  to  the  right  of  the  driver*  Results  of  the  operation 
were  VO  9  KIA  (BO),  15'  KIA  (pose).  U.S.;  6  KIA,  25  m,  1  ABO 
and  1  tank  damaged.  (See  Appendix  9  for  Combat  Operations  After 
Aotlon  Report*) 

(g)  .  (0)  .  KAHALA  (16-21  Apr  66).  This  was  a 
brigade  operation  utilizing  2  Airmobile  Task  Foroes  and  a  Mechan¬ 
ised  Task  Foroe.  The  area  of  operation  was  XT 48 29,  XT6020,  XT4820, 
Task  Pores  1/27  and  Task  Foroe  2/27  mp.de  an  airmobile  move  to 
their  objective  while  Task  Force  1/5  set  up  a  blocking  position 
on  the  west  side  of  the  objective.  Tunnels,  bunkers,  spider 
holes,  booby  traps  and  mines  and  sporadic  resistance  were  encoun¬ 
tered  by  all  elements  during  the  first  day.  After  establishing 
night  defensive  perimeters,  all  units  established  ambushes  and 

fatrols.  Task  Force  1/27  had  an  ambush  sprung  by  a  VC  patrol 
3  VC  KIA  (BC)).  The  leader  of  the  patrol  was  a  woman  who  was 
killed  In  the  fire  fight.  Task  Foroe  1/5  sprung  an  ambush  resultr* 
lng  in  5  VO  KIA  (BC)  and  3  KIA  (poss).  The  operation  continued 
with  sporadio  VC  oontaot.  On  20  April  Phase  II  of  the  operation 
commenced.  The  sohedule  of  maneuver  was  'that  two  infantry  bat¬ 
talions  would  be  airlifted  to  the  vie  XT5H6  to  move  east,  a 
cavalry  troop  would  blook  the  north  vlo  XT5116  and  a  mechanized 
battalion  would  blook  the  east  vlo  XT5314.  The  operation  pro¬ 
ceeded  as  planned  with  numerous  VC  suspeots  being  enoountered. 

The  results  of  the  operation  were  47  VC  KIA  (BC),  1  VC  KBA,  44 
KIA  (poss),  8  VCC.  119  VC3  and  numerous  small  arms  captured. 
Subsequently  22  suspects  were  identified  as  VC  and  60  suspeots 
remain  in  OVN  oustody.  Also  captured  were  16.2  tons  of  rloe  and 
700  lbs  of  peanuts.  (See  Appendix  10  for  Combat  Operations  After 
Aotlon  Report.) 

(h)  (C)  MAIL I  (27  Apr  -  ).  On  27  April,  1st 

Bn,  27th  Infantry  Task  Force  commenced  operation  MAILI.  The 
Task  Foroe  established  an  operational  base  northeast  of  3A0  TRAT 
(XT5204).  From  this  base,  the  battalion  oonduoted  thorough 
search  and  destroy  operations  In  conjunction  with  ARVN  and  Popular 
Foroe  units.  ThlB  operation  is  a  determined  effort  to  paoify  an 
area  using  an  Amerioan  infantry  battalion  in  conjunction  with 
Vietnamese  foroes  over  a  two-three  week  period.  Initial  results 
hava  been  gratifying  In  that  many  of  the  local'  populaos  is  return¬ 
ing  to  tbe  villages.  As  part  of  thiB  operation,  Co  A,  2d  Bn.  27th 
Infantry  was  airlifted  on  29  April  to  vio  AP  DUONB  NIA  (XT4306) 
where  they  are  to  interdlot  yc  movement  of  supplies  evnd  personnel 
along  the  Oriental  River.  .  This  operation  is  presently  continuing* 

(3)  Intelligence  (FOUO). 

r  (a)  (FOyo)  General.  Shortly;  after  the-  Division 
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Headquarters  olosed  in  Ou  Ohlj  and  with  ths  expsrisnos  aoqulred 
As  *  result  of  sevsral  oombnt  opsyationr,  It  was  dsoldsd  to  estA^* 
llsh  »>.  Military  Intelligsnoo  Opsrations  Oantar  (HI00)..  TMi 
oantar  osnt rail zed  the  four  spaoialissd  Intelligence  capabilities 
of  tha  Ml  Detachment  at  one  loeation  with  the  Order  of  Battle 
Section  aa  th<*  focal  point*  The  oantar  as  preaently  organised 
oonaiata  of  representatives  from  Gounterintelligenoe,  Order  of 
Battle,  Imagery  Interpretation  and  an  Exploitation  Section  whl oh 
inoludea  the  Interrogation  and  Translation  Seotion  and  a  Captured 
Materials  Section.  The  mlaalon  of  the  MIOC  la  to  expeditiously 
transmit  to  the  Division  Tnotioal  Operations  Center  (DTOG)  all 
taotioal  intelligence  information  derived  from  various  sources 
and  agenoes  after  this  information  hers  been  prooesBed,  oollated 
and  interpreted.  Additionally,  the  MIOC  furnishes  the  Q2  a  Hat 
of  potential  artillery  and  air  strike  targets  dally,  based  prim¬ 
arily  on  acquired  Imagery  Interpretation  and  Order  of  Battle 
information.  The  MIOC  has  proven  to  be  benefioial  in  that  all 
intelligence  information  obtained  through  any  of  the  MI  Detach¬ 
ment  efforts  is  properly  evaluated  and  related  prior  to  its 
being  noted  upon. 

(b)  (FOUO).  The  02  Air  Brnnoh  took  the  neoess- 
ary  steps  to  effeot  24  hours  operational  capability  and  provid¬ 
ing  preplanned  surveillance  and  reoonnalssanoe  missions  in 
support  of  all  elements  of  the  Division.  Employment  of  3LAR, 
infra-red  and  photographio  interpretation  has  provided  numerous 
indications  of  enemy  movements  *nd  positions.  A  targeting  pro¬ 
cedure  has  been  established  In. coordination  with  MIOC  which 
provides  target  intelligence  for  Artillery  Fire  and  Tactloal  Air 
Strikes.  Currently  the  02  Air  Brnnch  plans  aerial  reconnaissance 
and  surveillance  for  the  Division,  processing  requeEts  to  higher 
headquarters  for  SLAR,  infra-red  and  photographio  support  and 
receives  and  interprets  photography. 

(o)  (FCUO).  Organisation  of  the  02  Operations 
Seotlon  for  oorabat  operations  in  South  Vietnam  did  not  require 
e- radical  departure  from  the  operational  procedures  used  on 
Hawaii  in  training  for  oounterlnsurgency  operations.  Personnel 
requirements  were  reevaluated  end  incorporated  into  an  MTQE 
submitted  for  approval.  Intelligence  reporting  procedures  were 
altered  in  acoord^noe  with  the  etandard  operating  procedures  of 
higher  headquprters. 

(d)  (FOUO)  Viet  Cong  Activity. 

(l)  During  the  month  of  March,  VC  aotivity 
was  limited  to  incidents  involving  unite  of  platoon  size  or 
smaller.  There  were  no  major  VC  contacts  during  the  period. 

Due  to  friendly  operations  in  former  VC  controlled  areas,  the 
VC  were  forced  to  abandon  ba.se  oanps  and  redoubt  areas.  Movemsnt 
of  VC  units  continued  to  be  constant  in  order  to  avoid  oontaot 
with  friendly  forces  and  supporting  tactical  air  and  artillery. 
.Road  interdiction,  to  inolude  mines  »nd  roadblooks,  remained 
constant.  There  was  no  increase  in  any  specific  type  of  VO 
aotivity. 
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2.  Combat  operations-  during  Kirch,  direo- 
tsd  against  the  VO  resulted  in  tho  following  lessee t 

.  -  H-1  J  m  (BO)  151.  VC  KXA  (poss)  294  ,'\“ 

voc  17  vea  52 

Rloo  Captured  (Tons)  50*8  Weapons  Captured  32 

.  ■  3.  During  the  month  of  April,  Viet  Cong 

aotivity  has  been  chamoterlzod  by  acts  of  harassment  and 
sabotage  direoted  against  friendly  operations,  the  Cu  Chi  base 
perimeter  and  movement  on  National  Route  1,  Tho  majority  of  VO 
aotivity  involved  foroes  of  platoon  or  smaller  size.  An  exoep- 
tion  to  this  occurred  on  5  April  when  A/2/27  was  attacked  by  tho 
1st  Bn/165A  Regiment  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woods*  Friendly  operations 
restricted  Viet  Cong  Activities  and  foroed  then  to  abandon  rodoub 
areas,  supply  points,  and  rest  areas.  Movement  along  supply  and 
liaison  routes  by  the  VO  was  hampered  by  friondly  patrol  action. 

...  4.  Combat  operations  direoted  against 

the  VC  during  April  resultod  in  the  following  VC  losses t 

VO  m  (BC)  153  VC  KXA  (poas)  587 

VCC  10  VCS  241 

Rice  Captured  (Tons)  27.75  Weapons  Captured  79 

(4)  Administration. 


_  (a)  (U)  General.  Tho  ACofS  Ol  arrived  at 

Cu  Chi  on  28  Maroh  1966,  with  the  Division  Conmand  Group.  Since 
arrival ,  the  ("ivlsion  has  authority  to  hire  900  temporary  hire 
personnel  on  a  daily  b^sls.  Th®  average  numbor  of  indigenous 
personnel  hired  during  March  was  688  and  'urlng  April  585. 


_  ,  (b)  (U)  On  20  April  1966,  General  Harold  K. 

Johnson,  Army  Chief  of  Staff  addressed  all  available  division 
officers  and  Ndn-Commissioned  Offieers. 


(0  )  (U)  The  division  BC  commenced  operations 

°?  ir  2.966.  The  facility  was  sstablished  as  a  warehouse 

with  eub-exohnngos  being  established  in  subordinate  units. 

During  the  period  13-30  April,  the  BC  received  $224, 276.44  in 
merchandise  and  sold  §90,661.40. 


(d)  (U)  On  24  April  1966,  the  shotgun  vol¬ 

unteers  (ncohinesunners  for  holioopters)  from  vftrious  division 
unite  were  transferred  to  the  25th  Aviation  3n  and  Troop  D,  3d 
Sqdn,  4th  Cavalry.  All  were  former  members  of  the  shotgun 
program  in  Hawaii.  The  Division  Aviation  Battalion  received  31 
and  Troop  D,  3d  Sqdn,  4th .Cavalry  11. 
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April  19 66: 

(•) 

(0)  Strengths. 

Division  (-)  as  of  30 

i 

Authorised  . 

§f| 

& 

Ol 

OO 

AGO 

8958 

Assigned 

653 

84 

9148 

9885 

Present  for  Duty 

636 

81 

8829.  . 

9546  t 

(f)  (0).. Casualties*1  Division  (•)  (1  Jen*30- 

April  1966). 


KIA  91 
VIA  ,  914 
KIA  0 
DOW  17 
Non-Nat tie  Injury  (Serious)  15 
Non-Battle  Dead  12 
TOTAL  1,049 


(g)  (U)  Total  replacements  rsoelved  during 
the  reporting  period  was  1400,  1387  EM  and  13  Officers. 

(h)  (U)  Awards  and  decorations  processed  for 
25th  Infantry  Division  personnel  (less  3d  Brigade)*  MH-1,  D3C-2, 
SS-16,  LM-1,  BSM  w/V  Deviee-27»  BSM  for  Meritorious  Servloe-8, 

LM  y/v  Devloe-8,  AM-41,  ARC OM-U,  PH-721. 

.  (1)  (U)  Military  .Polio©  Support. 

1  Upon  arrival  In  Vietnam  on  13 ‘March 
1966,  the  Military  Polio®  Company  was  employed  as  an  intergal  unit 
at  the  Division  Base  Camp  Area,  less  one  Military  Polloe  Platoon 
attaohed  to  the  3d  Brigade,  and  Immediately .began  performing 
duties  In  support  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  to  Include: 
motor  patrols  within -br«se  oamp  area  and.  surrounding  villages  for 
enforcement  of  discipline,  law  and  order  and  trafflo  regulations! 
searching  and  processing  iadTSenoui  laborers!  Oscort log-military 
convoys  and  operations  of  trafflo  control  points!  custody,  control 
and  processing  of  VCS  and  VCCj  registering  animals  and  pets! 
operation  of  a  military  police  station  on  a  24  hour  basis!  provid¬ 
ing  security  for  the  Commanding  General  and  the  DTOC!  and  provid¬ 
ing  military  polios  support  for  tactical  operations  as  required. 

2.  Establishment  of  PW  Enclosure.  Fre¬ 
quent  tactical  operations  and  capture  of  VCS  and  VCC  necessitated 
the  immediate  construction  of  a  temporary  prisoner  of  war  oolleotlo 
point  at  division  level  for  the  oustody,  processing  and  subsequent 
evacuation  to  ARVN  officials.  Initially,  a  three  strand  oonoer- 
tlna  wire  enclosure  '-'ith  eight  individual.  Interior  compounds 
capable  of  housing  a  maximum  of  150  persons  was  established. 

During  this  reporting  period  a  total  of  173  VCS  and  19  VCC  have 
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%*tti  prooeesed  and  subsequently  released  to  ARVN  officials*  A* 
materiel  beoomes  available  the  temporary  oonstruotlon  la  being 
replaced  with  aeml -permanent  facilities. 

(3)  Processing  of  Indigenous  Personnel* 
Approximately  700  Indlgenoua  peraonnel  are  prooeaaed  In  and  out 
of  the  baae  camp  area  dally  exoept  aundaya.  Other  indlgenoua 
peraonnel  desiring  entranoe  into  the  area  to  conduot  bualneaa 
with  unlta  or  ataff  aeotlona  are  reoelpted  for  by  US  military 
peraonnel  at  the  main  gate  and  remain  under  their  eupervlalon  . 
while  lnaide  the  oantonment  area* 

(4)  Convoy  Escorts*  During  the  reporting 
period  military  polios  have  eaoorted  167  oonvoye,  oonalating  of. 
o>303  vehlclea  for  a  total  of  176,422  vehlole  miles  In  support 
of  division  deployment  and  resupply  operations.  No  significant 
problem  areas  were  enoountered  other  than  those  normally  expeotad 
and  provided  for  In  ourrent  military  polios  dootrlne. 

(5)  CID  Activities.  Prior  to  deployment 
to  Vietnam,  the  orlmlnal  investigation  oapablllty  of  the  25th 
Military  Polios  Company  was  inoreaaed  by  an  OTOE  o hangs  which 
added  three  assistant  criminal  lnveatlgatora  to  the  PM  Seotion. 
This  Increase  will  provide  for  the  attachment  of  a  orlmlnal  inves¬ 
tigator  to  eaoh  independent  brigade  task  foroe  without  seriously 
Jeopardising  the  investigative  support  required  by  the  Division 
(-)•  Routine  orlmlnal  Investigations  involving  division  person¬ 
nel  were  conducted  with  no  serious  Incidents. or  unusual  problems. 

(6)  Taotloal  Operations.  During  the 
period  1  January  -  23  Maroh,  one  Military  Police  Platoon  wac 
attached  to  the  2d  Brigade  Task  Foroe  for  deployment  to  South 
Vietnam  and  provided  military  polios  support  during  tactloal 
operations  to  inolude  traffic  oontrol,  processing  of  prisoners 
of  war  and  esoortlng  military  convoys*  On  26  Maroh  1966,  after 
the  arrival  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  (-)  this  platoon 
rejoined  the  25th  Military  Police  Company  and  has  subsequently 
participated  in  one  brigade  else  taotloal  operation* 

(7)  Discipline,  Law  and  Order*  Slnoe 
the  arrival  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  (-)  .in  Vietnam  a  total 
of  13  Class  I  and  45  Class  II  offenses  have  been  reported  result¬ 
ing  in  the  initiation  of  5  Class  I  and  7  Class  II  orlmlnal 
investigations  with  41  offenders  being  identified*  A  total  of 

23  motor  vehlole  aooldents  have  ooourred  resulting  In  property 
damage  of  |1540,00.  There  were  no  traffic  fatalities*  Other 
routine  investigations  involving  division  personnel  were  oonduoted 
with  no  serious  lnoldcnts  or  unusual  problems* 
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(5)  (U)  Logistlos.  .A  Special  Operational 

Report  on  Lessons  Learned  will  be  aubnitted  by  30  JUne  1966,  on 
the  Logistioal  end  Organizational  Aotlvitiea  of  Support  Gooffland 
during  the  deployment  of  the  division*  (gee  Appendix'  15. ) 

(5)  (U)  Civle  Aetlon/Payohologioal  Operational 

(a) .  Civio  Aotlon.  Civlo  Action  programe 

have  been  expanded  to  lnolude  OA  by  all  major  commands  under  thla 
headquarters.  Speoiflo  CA  responsibility  was  assigned  to  subord¬ 
inate  units  in  areas,  contiguous  to  the  division  base  oamp.  OA 
programs  were  undertaken  on  Operations;  CIRCLE  PINES,  MAKAHA, 
and  MAILI.  MSDCAP  II* s  were  conducted  in  twenty  four  (24) 
hamlets  during  operations.  MEOCAP's  were  conducted  on  a  weekly 
basis  in  all  assigned  areas  contiguous  to  the  base  oamp  less 
the  villages  of  PHU03  HISP  (XT5617)  and  TAN  PHU  TRUNG  (XT6810) 
assigned  to  2d  Brigade. .'2d  Brigade  conducted  the  majority  of 
their  CA  program  on  the  above  nemed  operations  and  these  two 
villages  are  still  to  be  developed  for  CA  programs;  During  the. 
month  of  March  the  Helping  Hand  warehouse  was  opened  and  subord¬ 
inate  units  have  already  startod  using  Helping  Hand  material  on 
CA  projects.  Operation  Helping  Hand  was  the  campaign  oonduoted 
•in  the  state  of  Hawaii  to  provido  civic  aotlon  material  for.  use 
by  the  division  in  Vietnam.  The  project  accumulated  350  tons 
of  clothing,  health  and  sanitation  items,  basic  work  items,  and 
mlsccllenoous  items  such  as  milk  and  canned  goodB.  Approximately 

II  tons  of  Helping  Hand  material  were  Bhipped  to  3d  Brigade  in 
Plelku. 

(b)  Psychological  Operations. 

1.  Psychological  operations  have, been 
increasingly  effective.  IXiring  the  month  of  March  twenty  ground 
loudspeaker  missions  and  seven  airborne  loudspoakor  missions, 
utilizing  CHI3U  HOI  appeals  and  harassing  tapes,  have  been 
conducted.  Approximately  £*.0,000  leaflets,  to  include  introduc¬ 
tory,  969,  dcniP.l  of  safe  havon,  CHIEU  HOI,  and  3a fo  conduct 
passes,  wero  dropped  during  the  month.  The  results  of  the  PSY/ 
OPS  program  are  becoming  more  evident  with  the  increased  number  ' 
of  railiers  and  the  response  obtained  during  operations.  Infor¬ 
mation  available  to  this  hoadquorters  lndioates  that  the  HAD 
NOKIA  Provlnoc  has  had  the  largest  number  of  ralllers  in  any 

III  Corps  Province  thus  far  in  1966. 

I  • 

2.  Psychological  opopations  during  April 
ware  primarily  in  support  of  2d  Brigade  activities.  The  division 
PSYOF  Section  wa3  established  during  the  second  week  of  April'. 
Division  psyche  logical  operations  during  tho  month  have  included 
the  dropping  of  over  500,000  leaflets  to  both  enemy  and  civilian; 
targets,  and  approximately  27  hours  of  airborne  loudspeaker  time. 
10,000  leaflets  were  disseminated  by  hand  to  indigenous  civilians 
both  during  and  betwoen  operations.  Enemy  propaganda  target 
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than* a  stressed  the  GHIEU  HOI  program,  and  massive  Allied-ARVN 
military  power,  while  civilian  themes  stressed  morale  building 
and  oivic  action#  Three  large  1,000  watt  loudspeakers  were 
“'obtained  in’ mid-April.  These  loudspeakers  were  designed  primar¬ 
ily  for  mounting  on  H-23  rotary  wing  aircrafts  An  alternate  use 
Is  tot’  enemy  harassment  in  areas  contiguous  to  to  the  division 
baao  oamp  perimeter,  and  for  vehicular  use  in  tnptioal  operations- 

3#  Experience  indicate#  the  need  far  m 

PSYOP  company  to  support  a  division.  Present  doctrine  is  to 
assign  a  PSYOP  company  to  support  a  field  army  aroa.  However, 
the  requirement  of  ^Wars  of  Liberation'*  daflnitoly  involves 
greater  propaganda  support  than  previous  wars,  due  to  increased 
themes  and  popular  targets. 

(7)  <U)  Signal  Activities* 

a.  Radio  Systems. 

1.  The  following  permanent  VHP 
telephone  systems  ”ore  installed  on  tho  dates  indicated: 

Army  -  25th  Inf  Div,  11  inarch  1966. 

II7rC3CJ^,  25th  Inf  Div,  16  i'.arch  1966. 

Danger  Main  -  25th  Inf  Div,  23  Jan  1966. 

Danger  north  -  25th  Inf  Div,  23  Jan  1966. 

* 

2.  Poliowing  $onporary  VKF  telephone 
systems  are  installed.  to  units  outsido  the  25th  Infantry  Division 

25th  Inf  Div  -  25th  A-W3?  Div  (Due  Host),  16 
April  1966*  Dqulpnent  end  personnel  provided  by  III  Corps* 

25th  Inf  Div  -  loo alight  Control  Headquarter 
(Tan  Son  Nhut),  25  April  1966. 

3*  During  the  months  of  l  arch  and 
April  the  following  tor.porery  Vh^  telephone  systems  "ore  instal¬ 
led  In  support  of  25th  Infantry  Division  units  out  on  operations: 

Div  lain  -  2d  Dde  Twd,  Trung  *^.p* 

Div  ialn  -  2d  Dde  ?wd,  Trung  ^-SP* 

Div  llain  l/27th  Inf  TS,  Due  ^a p. 

A,  .  Cno  Air/DRD-460  vms  provided  to 
supported  unit  for  RATT  Net  during  operations  indicated  in 
paragraph  >  above. 

'  ,  5.  On  21  Karqh  1965,  RATT  Net  with 

1st  Infantry  Division  w«jb  dosed  down  and  an  itATT  Net  to 
IIFFORGDV  was  installed  on  a  permanent  basis. 
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6.  The  "no  front"  ooi^t  situation  dof* 
not  Isnft  ltsslf  to  maximum  usage  of  the  area  oommunioaticms 
doctrine..  Sue  to  the  faot  there  is  no  separate  trains  area,  the 
Forward  Area  Signal  Oenter  (FASC)  Platoon  may  provide  communica¬ 
tions  for  the  Bde /Bn  forward  areas  and  then  the  entire  platoon 
Is  not  needed.  Thus  with  the  Forward  Command  Terminal  Section  . 
(under  area  communications  concept  FCTS  terminates  VHP  at  Bde 
forward  CP)  not  being  utilized  r.nd  portions  of  the  FASC  platoons 
not  utilized,  more  men  and  equipment  arc  available  to  support 
several  forward  CP's,  as  the  situation  may  warrant.  The  one 
dravbaolc  of  this  breakdown  of  a  TO  &  E  structure  is  that  the 
platoon  or  section  leader  will  not  bo  able  to  be  at  each  site 
that  his  platoon  supports. 


7.  In  the  event  a  Bde  CP  is  not  oollooate* 
with  tho  Division  CP,  more  than  one  12  channel  VHF  system  will  be 
required  to  provide  communications  between  the  tvo  CP's.  This 
can  be  forseen  by  virtue  of  ths  telephone  (wire)  requirements  of 
the  Bde  when  located  at  the  Division  Base  Camp.  This  requirement 
of  more  th~n  ono  VHF  system  to  ths  Bde  Is  different  from  the 
concept  practiced  during  exercises  In  Hawaii. 

(b)  SOI  Preparation. 

1.  Due  to  the  limited  availability  of 
all  old  family  radio  frequencies  In  Vietnam,  the  method  od 
assigning  frequencies  to  Division  units  had  to  be  cutback  and 
revised.  As  the  division  receives  the  irow  family  of  radios,  more 
frequencies  will  be  available  for  allocation  to  subordinate  unite 
Presently  at  the  platoon  level,  only  platoons  In  the  line  units- 
are  assigned  frequencies. 

2.  In  a  movement  such  as  the  25th  Infantry 
Division  made  from  Hawaii  to  Vietnam,  close  coordination  with 
the  Signal  Office  of  the  higher  headquarters  1b  essential  in  the 
preparation  of  SOI's  as  policies  f\nd  requirements  are  different. 
For  example,  the  SOI  used  in  this  country  requires  a-  completely 
new  master  sheet  (Supplement  53  ACP  110)  for  the  assignment  of 
call  signs. 

3.  A  single  suffix  system  (SOI  item 
#23-()  )  for  radio  call  signs  was  implemented  d.uring  the  month 
of  April.  This  new  system  authorizes  tho  nixing  of  call  signs 
between  nets  and  eliminates  the  tine  consuming  process  of  trying 
to  identify  a  party  using  lengthy  lists  of  randomly  selected, 
suffixes. 

(c)  Wire  Communications. 


1.  The  Division  Signal  Offloer  and  125th 
si.jjr.f  i  Batta.li.---n  had  the  task  of  engineering  and  installing  e;  » 
Fix.  '  ?i-.nt  Telephone  Communications  System  (FPTCS).  Munerouq, 
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problems  war*  encountered  during  the  accomplishment  of  ths  Above 
task,  primarily  because  the  25th  Infantry  Division  TO  &  S  is  not 
designed  for  the  installation  of  an  FFTCS. 

2>  Sons  of  the  problems,  suoh  as  the 
availability  of  only  taotioal  field  wire  and  cable  and  the  non¬ 
availability  of  18  foot  poles  for  overhearing  of  wire  and  cable , 
were  eliminated  by  obtaining  support  from  the  267th  Cable  Const¬ 
ruction  Company* 

3*  Flans  for  the  FFTCS  were  submitted 
by  the  ADSO  to  USARV  on  25  January  19 66*  After  USARV  approval, 

2d  Signal  Croup  procured  the  necessary  equipment  and  material 
to  partially  install  the  FFTCS.  Equipment  and  material  consisted 
of:  permanent  cement  poles;  5»  25,  100  and  200  pair  non-taotloal 
oable;  terminal  boxes;  and  an  MTC-1  switchboard  (200  line  capa¬ 
bility).  2d  Signal  Group  tasked  the  267th  Cable  Construction 
* .  Company  of  the  39th  Signal  Battalion  with  the  requirement  of 
‘.installing  the  25th  Division  FFTCS. 

4.  The  25th  Division  FFTCS,  to  date,  * 
provides  450  clrouits  and  services  25  units  in  the  base  camp. 
•..Installation  has  been  accomplished  in  four  (4)  major  projects: 


1 

1 
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a.  Project  #1,  8-11  Maroh  1966, 
consisted  of  installing  cable  in  the  2d  Brigade  br.so  area.  12 
permanent  (cenent)  poles,  1600  feet  of  25  pair  cable,  400  foot  of 
5  pair  cable  and  5  terminal  boxes  were  utilized  on  this  project. 


b.  Project  #2,  14-20  March  1966, 
Involved  the  installation  of  cable  along  Hawaii,  Schofield  and 
Taro  Reads  and  to  Division  Headquarters.  Tho  installation  of 
this  portion  of  tho  FFTCS  provided  cirouits  to:  2/27th  Inf  Bn, 
"B"  and  HC"  Btry,  3/l3th  Artillery  fen.  "G"  Btry,  7Alt-h  Artillery 
on  Hawaii  Road,  2d  Bdo,  15th  RRU  and.  ftA,f-  3 try,  3A3th  Artillery 
Bn  on  Taro  Road.  Tho  material  expended  in  this  project  consisted 
of  122  permanent  (oemont)  poles,  1000  foot-  of  100  pair  cable, 
14,000  feet  of  25  pair  oable  and  7  terminal  boxes. 


o.  Project  #3,  12-16  April  1966, 
consisted  of  installing  oable  along  Molokai,  Oahu,  T.aro  and 
Kauai  Road.  This  portion  of  the  FFTCS  provided,  circuits  to: 

25th  Avn  Bn  on  Molokai  Road,  2  A  2d  Artillery  Bn  and  SUFCOM  on 
Taro  Road,  1st  Bde,  2d  Air  Mobile  Company  and  Division. Artillery 
on  Oahu  ’Road  and  FO’Y  Camp,  3/4  Cavalry,  69th  Armor,  and  65th 
Engineer  3n  on  Kauai  Road,  45  permanent  (cement)'  poles,  15,200 
feet  of  25  pair  cable  and  9  terminal  boxes  were  Installed  on 
this  project. 

'*  . 
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d.  Pro'Jeet  #4,  19-80  April  1966 , 
involved  the  alternate  routing  of  cable  to  Division  Headquarters* 
By  using  the  existing  poles  along  Sohofiold  Road,  this  projeot 
incorporated,  2000  feot  of  200  pair  cable  and  3  terminal  oane 
into  the  PPTCS. 

(8)  (U)  Modloel. 

(a)  Medioal  Evaouation. 

1.  Upon  ra'ovlng  into  Cu  Chi  the  2d 
Brigo.de  experienced  and  witnessed  the  1st  Division  advanced  aid 
section  in  ft  new  concept  of  evaouation.  This -was  total  use  of 
helioopters  even  in  the  base  camp  a‘rea  leaving  the  3/4  ton 
ambulances  idle.  This  same  technique  was  used  by  our. 2d  Brigade 
until  olnirjun  security  waB  obtained.  Evacuation  of  base  camp 
units  to  Delta  Company,  25th  Medical  Battalion  then  resumed  use 
of  the  3/4  ton  ambulances. 

2.  Air  Evacuation,  Evacuation  of 
patients  during  operations  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  by 
use  of  helioopters.  At  first  units  were  directly  requesting 
helicopter  ambulances  to  fly  into  inseouro  arena  for  evacuation. 
This  problem  was  partially  remedied  by  the  Brigade  8urgeon  who 
established  tlio  policy  that  all  requests  would  be  routed  through 
the  medical  company  which  had  direot  contact  with  the  Ae'romedloal 
Evacuation  unit.  This  plan  provldod  the  necessary  control ’over 
indescrirainate  requests,  and  routed  the  requests  through  operation 
al  ohnnnels  which  gave  rapid  cloaranco  from  Air  Force  and  Artil- 
lert  elements.  However*;.. the  problem; of  medioal  evacuation  heli¬ 
copters  being  called  into  insecure  areas  for  pickup  still  exists. 
To  date  six  (6)  medical  evacuation  helicopters  have  been  damaged 
and  two  pilots  seriously  w'unde'1  evacuating  2d  Brigade  personnel. 

3*  Ground  Evacuation.  Ground  evacu¬ 
ation  during  operations  is  and  always  will  bo  hazardous.  Front 
line  evacuation  is  by  litter  teams  to  a  partially  secure  area 
where  choppers  are  called  in.  Front  line  ambulances  are  of  little 
use  beoauso  of  snioer  fire  and  nines.  The  3d  Sqdn,  4th  Cavalry, 
5th  Infantry  (Moch)  and  69th  Armor  have  experienced  tremendous 
success  with  the  use  of  APC’s  in  evacuating  casualties  to  more 
secure  areas  for  helioopter  pickup. 

4.  Destination  of  Evacuees'.  It  was 
learned  very  early  that  with  the  speed  of  the  helioopter  in 
evacuation,  most  patients  could  reach  a  hospital  from  the  place 
injured  in  approximately  20  minute?  of  flying  time.  However, 
a  problem  in  stabalizlng  the  patient  at  the  point  of  injury  war 
Incurred.  Therefore,  a  policy  was  established  that  all  patients 
would  be  ©vacunted  to  Delta  Company  Clearing  Station  for  stabil¬ 
ization  prior  to  further  evacuation.  This  has  proven  most 
successful  by  the  fact  that  only  two  patients  have  died  in  flight 
to  either  hospital  used'  for  this  purpbse. 
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(to)  riel*  Sanitation. 

1*  Field  sanitation  to  too  successful 
at  Ou  nki  require ■  pereerverr.no o  and.  ingonulty.  Several  faotor* 
blend  together  to  fom  bnjjridrs  to  routine  field  expedient*  and 
sanitary  dovioesj 

i  ;•*  • 

The  hot  and  humid  olimatc. 

to.  The  .dry  and  wet  monsoon  eeaeona. 

o.  Tho  relatively  nen-poroue  topsoil. 

d.  Plat  table  with  poor  drainage. 

e.  Quality  of  nonpotatolc  water. 

2.  Significantly,  there  has  been  only 
1  or.ee  of  octiarl*  This  lr.  explained  by  tho  sparsity  of  mosquitoes 
due  to  the  present  dry  season  and  lack  of  suitable  breeding  fcreas 
i.e.}  stagnant  water,  With  tho  onaot  of  tho  southwest  monsoon  . 
season,  mosquito  breeding  will  lnorer.se  as  well  as  the  cases  of 
malaria.  No  fly-bourne  diseases  are  apparent  although  thoir 
population  seems  to  be  Increasing.  An  ontomology  survey  has  been 
completed  by  the  20th  Preventive  Medicine  Unit,  but  official 
recommendations  have  not  been  reoelved.  We  are  anticipating 
that  tho  recommendations  will  inolude  aerial  spraying  of  the  . 
base  camp.  At  tho  present  time,  larviciding  is  accomplished  at 
the  unit  level  with  residual  insecticide  on  a  weekly  basis. 
Anopheles  larvea  have  been  found  within  the  base  oanp;  os  adults 
they  are  the  vedtor  of  malaria.  The  only  other  needs  for  the 
spread  of  malaria  aro  a  reservoir  of  suceptablo  individuals. 

We  expeot  that  95%  of  our  cases  of  malaria  will  be  the  P. 
falciparum  typo  sinoe  it  is  somewhat  resistant  to  the  anti mal¬ 
arial  ( Chloroquine-Prinaquine )  t»blot. 

3,  A  snail  outbreak  of  bacillary 
dysentary  occurred  within  the  1st  Bn,  5th  Infantry  (Moch),;and 
should  be  classified  as  from  a  filth-bourne  source.  Whether  from 
water,  nonpotable  ice,  or  a  food  handler  was  not  confirmed.  No 
confirmed  oases  of  amebio  dysentary  have  been  detected. 

4.  The  concept  of -the  unit. field 
sanitation  toan  has  not  been  actively  assimilated  into  the 
sanitary  functions  of  the  company  sized  units.  Hopefully  the 
upooraing  field  sanitation  team  ooursc  will  remedy  this  problem. 
There  is  oomnand  interest  in  unit  sanitation  as  attested  to  by 
tho  high  oaliber  of  personnel  who  are  being  assigned  to  attend 
the  course. 

•  5,  Bach  battery  or  separate  company.4 

unit  reports  on  its  status  of  field  sanitation  in  the  monthly  . 
Command  Health  Report,  (Div  Reg  40-15).  This  report  is  written 
by  a  medlo&l  offioer-Vho.  inspects  all  unit  sanitation  facilities 
and  submits  neoessary  recommendations  for  any  needed  corrections 
through  oommand  channels. 
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Th*  sanitary  aerlees  such  u 
latrlnM,  urinals,  soakage  pita,  grease  trap* ,  «to«,  are  all 
being  rehabilitated.  The  latrine*  frequently  did  not  have  fly-' 
tight  baxee,  eelf  oloaing  lida  or  hand  washing  faollltlee. 

Ur Inal a  too  often  had  Improper  aoakage  pita  oonatruotedl  however 
aeveral  unit*  had  eonatruoted  well-funotioning  urlnoil  devices.. 
Soakage  pita  were  eonatruoted  ao  that  the  aurfaoe  runoff  would 


not  flood  thtfm  and  make  them  non- fu national . 


» 


7.  Mesa  hall a  have  the  appearance 
of  adequacy.  Many  deaorepanctea  of  minor'  nature  ooour  upon  oloae 
inspection.’  .PSP  waa  uaed  for  flooring*  Thia  allowed  food  to 
drop  through  and  beoome  a  aouroe  of  attraction  for  rodent* *  The 
ecreening  of  the  meaa  tents  waa  frequently  not  uaed  beoauae  of 
the  heat  and  need  for  ventilation. 

8.  Trash  and  garbage  is  being  taken  > 
to  a  oanit^ry  fill  whioh  la  satisfactory  as  long  aa  the  area  la 
handled  ati  a  sanitary  fill.  Also,  the  burn-out  of  human  wastes 
oolleoted  in  the  half  drums  using  diesel  fuel  has  not  proven 
totally  satisfactory  as  some  residue  always  remains  and  the 
disposal  of  this  residue  has  oreated  some  problems. 


9.  Sinoe  the  shower  points,  laundry 
and  several  other  facilities  require  the  use  of  large  quant ltlea 
of  water,  nonpotable  water  is  used  to  support  these  activities. 
Nonpotablo  wells  havj  been  baoteriologioally  cultured  and  have 
been  found,  to  be  contaminated  with  conform  orgenisms,  l.e., 
suggestive  of  fecal  contamination.  Therefore,  a  system  of  batoh 
chlorination  (Dlv.Cir  40-7)  has  been  inaugurated  to  up-grade 
the  quality  of  nonpotable  water  supplies.  The  results  of  this 
program  will  be  determined  by  future  studies. 

(9)  (U)  Base  Area  Development.  A  large 

problem  after  a  bs.se  area  has  been  aeoured  is  be.se  area 
development.  Though  this  division  had  prepared  plans  prior  to 
its  deployment,  only  after  on  site  inspection  could  the  plans  he  * 
put  in  final  form.  ‘  At  first,  base  development  had  growing  pains 
in  tht  system  of  orderly  and  logical  establishment  of  the  base 
camp.  A  Base  Camp  Development  Committee  was  established.  The 
Assistant  Division  Commander  for  Support,  Brigadier  General 
Sdwr.-i'd  H.  deSaussure  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  committee* 

The  committee  consisted  of  the  Chief  of  Staff,  ACofS  G4, 

Division  Engineer,  Division  Signal  Offloer  and  members  designated 
by:  CO,  Division  Artillery,  CO,  3UPC0M,  CO,  1st  Bde,  CO,  2d  Bde, 
CO,  l/69th  Armor,  CO,  3/4  Cavalry,  and  CO  25th  Aviation  Battalion. 
The  Commanding  General  advised  the  committee  that  first  priority 
would  be  clearing  fields  of  fire  and  the  perimeter  wire  and 
bunker  system. 
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The  committee' e  first  action  was  to  establish  a  final  base  plan 
whloh  established  In  final  fom  road  systems,  telephone  lina 
!■  systems ,  a ud  battalion  are*\e.  (See  Inolosure  11)  It  la  only 
through  tha  strenuous  efforts  of  tha  Engineer  Battalion  that 
this  camp  has  baan  established  to  a  Class  XX  configuration  in 
lass  than  45  Oars*  (See  Inoloeure  12).  Prior  to  tha  division's 
departure  from  Hawaii,  arrangements  were  made  with  USARHAtf,  who 
fabricated  preout  tent  and  latrine  kits  for  tha  units  of  this 
division.  This  adds4  laaeasuraably  in  establishing  the'  living 
areas  prior  to  tha  arrival  of  tha  monsoon  season.  The  buildings 
for  Division  Headquarters  ware  initially  tents  and  within  30 
days  ware  prefabricated  buildings  for  tha  general  staff  offloas. 
Presently ,  oonorete  has  baan  poured  for  the  foundations  of  the 
special  staff  buildings.  (Sea  Xndlosure  13). 

(10)  (U)  Training.  Tha  2d  Brigade  closed  . 

in  the  Cu  Chi,  RVN  area  in  lata  January  1966,  and  was 
immb'J.latoly  oooaittad.  oomhat  operations  to  secure  tha  base 
area.  Experience  and  lessons  loamod.  during  this  initial  oonbat 
phase  formed  the  basis  for  the  brigade  program  of  refresher 
training  and  replacement  training.  Night  patrollng  and.  night 
*  ambush  training  was  foun*  to  be  a  particular  weak  area  and.  was 
accorded  empv~*is  in  the  program  of  training.  Many  ambushes 
were  *“  01*  ■<*  during  the  early  part  of  April  as  training  as 

well  as  eeuurity.  The  number  of  kills  per  ambush  rose  steadily 
ae  proflolenoy  and  jonfidenoe  improved.  Training  with  demolit¬ 
ions,  tunnel  clearance  operations,  uee  of  riot  oontrol  agents 
and  VC  booby  +  r*p  technique 8  are  other  areas  whloh  reoeived 
emphasis. 


III.  Commanders  Aftalysis/Rseomnendations.. 

»*  Operation*. 

(1)  (C)  TO-be  effective  In  accomplishing  the  . 
paolfieatlon  objective  (assisting  In  Revolutionary  Develop¬ 
ment)*  *~u.s;  infantry  unit  (ihomalljr  a  battalion)  oust  estab- 
lish  a  base  oaap  in  a  veil  ohosen  loeation  for  a  protraeted 
period  (3-4  weeks).  Operations  are  coordinated  with  ARVN  and 
Province  offlolals  and  integrated  with  ARVN  and  looal  force 
units.  Dally  meetings  should  be  held  at  Provinoe  headquarters* 
attended  by  the  U.9.‘  unit  commander  and  his  staff,  the  Viet¬ 
namese  Provlnoe  Chief  and  his  staff  and  the  U.3.  Stator  Advisor 
and  his  staff  **h.o  will  review  the  current  day's  operation  and 
plan  the  next  day's  operation.  Although  the  operations  are 
not  spectacular  by  the  standard  of  VC  body  count,  this  aoobined 
effort  is  highly  successful.  In  one  suoh  operation,  a  hamlet 
of  ten  families  became  one  of  thirty  families.  Suoh  actions 

as  this,  disrupts  and  eventually  destroys  the  Vg  i »nn« — 
ture,  while  at  the  same  time  adds  to  the  prestige  and  respect 
of  all  participants. 

(2)  (C)  To  date  the  tank  (M4GA3)  elements  of 
the  Division  have  proven  most  effective..  The  fire  power  and 
maneuverability  of.  the  tank  has  been  used  advantageously* 

These  units  have  been  most  successful  "hen  oross  attached  with 
infantry  or  mechanized  infantry  units..  Use  of  tanka,  partio— • 
ulary  in  the  brush  and  ’-'ooded  areas,  has  materially  reduced 
casualties  to  foot  troops  from  mines  and  booby  traps..  The 
psychological  effect  of  the  tank  on  U3  and  ARVN  infantry  has 
been  beneficial. 

(3)  (C)  The  mechanized  Infantry  battalion 
(APC, .M113)  has  proved  to  be  the  most  veraltlle  combat  unit 

in  this  division. .  With  care  and  skill  this  unit  has  been  able 
to  traverse  All  but  the  swamps  in  the  Division  Tactical  Area 
of  Operation.  The  protection  afforded  against  small  arms  and 
anti-personnel  mines  by  the  APC  has  facilitated  rapid  movement 
with  few  casualties.  The  looal  .(Schofield  3r.rra.oks)  fabri¬ 
cation  of  armor  shields  for  the  hatch  gunner  has.  improved  the 
effectiveness  of  organic  firepower.  The  carrier,  wh<jn  used 
in  the  medical  cvaour.tlon  and  oomraand  vehicle  role,  baa  proved 
Invaluable  in  each  case.  Without  question,  the  M113  Personnel 
Carrier  is  the  ideal  combat  vehicle  for  this  environment,,  the 
tactics  employed,  •-nd  enem3r  encountered.  Results  of  *  qne'dfty 
tank-mech  lnfa.ntry-AHVN  engineer  task  force  operation  illus¬ 
trates  the  effectlvness  of  the  tank  and  personnel  carrier  in 
this  environment »  27  KIA  (BC),  19  KIA*(poss). 

(4)  (0)  Ambushes  oontlnue  to  be  a  most  suoosss.1 
ful  method  of  engaging  the  enemy  both  during  major  operations 
and  while  operating  in  the  Division  patrol  seetbr.-  While  on 
major  operations,  the  VC  taotio  is  normally  to  harass  and  hide 
during  the  day  and  probo  at  night.  The  use  of  night  ambushes 
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at  a  oountermeesure  for  VO  initiated  probes  hat  produced  exoel- 
ltnt  results.  The  extensive  us*  of  ambushas  in  the  Division 
patrol  sector  has  successfully  denied  the  VO  passage  through  the 
area* and  aocess  to  the  Division  perimeter*  Atabush  statlstloa 
for  one  battalion  for  the  last  3  months  illustrates  the  effaolve- 
neee  of  the  ambush  when  employed  by  trained,  experienced  troopat 
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(a)  Tho  number  of  kills  per  oontact  Improved 
with  experience  and  training.  A  large  number  of  ambushes  were 
established  during  the  month  jd£- February -for  training  purposes. 


(b)  The  number  of  kills  per  contact  is 
ospeolally  significant,  since  in  the  majority  of  instances,  the 
size  of  the  VO  force  ambushed  was  3“5  men. 


(6)  The  results  of  ambushes  established 
during  the  latter  part  of  April  were  highly  significant  in  that 
for  the  majority  of  oont&ots  a  complete  kill  and  capture  of  all 
weapons  was  accomplished. 


(5)'  (C)  A ‘battalion  must  -begin*  an  operation- Vlth 
the  idea  in  mind  that  the  VC  must  be  methodically  dug  out  and 
ground  to  dust.  This  type  of  operation  is  characterised  by 
tight  battalion  control  and  set" piece  •  coordination.. 


(6)  (C)  The  aviation  battalion  and  air  cavalry 

troop  must  be  highly  profioient  in  night  operations*  This- • 
technique  fufqishes  the  Division  Commander  a  versatile  tool 
whereby  he  oan  reinforce  beleagured  elements,  oatch  the  enemy 
by  surprise  by  moving  in  darkness,  and  allows  enemy  lines  of 
retreat  to  be  cut.- 


2.  ( F0U0)  Target  Acquisition..  A' degradation  of 

the  target  acquisition  capabilities  of  the  Division  was  created 
by  the  deletion  of  the  Aerial  Surveillance  and  Target  Acquisi¬ 
tion  Platoon  of  the  Aviation  Battalion.  This  platoon  with  its 
associated  alroraft  and  equipment,  provided  an  orranio  capability 
for  visual  photographic,  infra-red  and  radar  surveillance  of 
potential  target  areas  for  planning  and  operational  purposes* 

The  Division  must  now  submit  all  of  its  requests  for  suoh  sur¬ 
veillance  and  target  acquisition  through  II  FFORCE  Vietnam  to 
the  3d  Direot  Air  Support  Center  whioh  operated  within  the  prior¬ 
ities  established  by  J2  Air  MACV. 
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3,.  Baaior— wtt  THls  division  #noount#r*d  no  diffioultiss  or 
algnlfloant  problems  in  lit  deployment  to  Vietnam.  The  division, 
woo  well  prepared  for  the  nova  by  virtu*  of,  it av geographical  looa- 
tion  (Hawaii),  mission  (PACOM  strategic  r*s*rv*)«  and  th*  frcquehfr 
participation  in  training  exercises  by  major  divisional  units  to'  • 
th*  island  of  -Hawaii,  Oki-n*wk>  'Taiwan*  and  Thailand*.  ^L*n^ln«.vBnd 
conducting  of  s*a  ana  «ir  lifts  were  normal  activities  for  unit 
commander*  and  their  staffs*  At  on*  point  in  time  the  Division 
was  Involved  in  the  simultaneous  air  deployment  of  on*  brigade  to 
Plolku,  ono  brigado  by  soa  to  Vung-Tau,  and  the  reoelpt  of  two  new 
infantry  battalions  from  Alaska'*.  Tho  following  items  assisted  in 
the  orderly  transition  from  Hawaii  to  Vietnam,  and  are  cited  as 
possible  benefit  to  other  units  programmed  for  similar  deploymentj 

a;  Upon  notification  of  alert,  olose  and  oontlnuoue  lla^ 
Ison  was  established  with  agencies  involved  in  the  move  (MST3,  U3 
Army  Hawaii,  and.  tbs  USA?)  * 

b*  Ad  advance  division  planning  headquarters  was  estab¬ 
lished  at  Hqs,  US\RV  in  Saigon*.  Each  deploying  unit  deployed  by 
air  an  advance  planning  group  foil  wed  by  an  advance  party*  The 
advanoe  planning  group  for  a  brigade  task  foroe  oonSisted  of  8-11 
persons,  and  the  advanoe  party  150-200,  the  latter  being  sclf- 
suffioient. 


o.  Eaoh  major  unit  and  separate  battalion  established 
(Initially  on  a  24  hour  basis)  a  Dependent's  Assistance  Center. 

Also  established  was  a  Division  Center  whloh  worked  with  fci»a*:Baet 
Family  Assistance  Facility  in  arranging  for  clearance  of  quarters 
and  transportation*  Liaison  officers  and  EM  were  stationed  at  the 
sea  and  aerial  porta  of  debarkation  (Travis  AFB;  3an  Franc 1 so o 
International  Airport,  and  Oakland  Army  Terminal).  Their  activi¬ 
ties  to  assist  families  were  the  most  important  and  most  success¬ 
ful  aspect  of  th;  deployment. 

d*  There  was  established  a  Division  Deployment  Bbard 
consisting  of  the  Surgoon,  Inepeotor  General,  Judge  Advocate,  and 
a' Brigade  Commander  that  reoelved  all  limited  profiles,  request* 
for  modio-1  or  compassionate  transfers,  or  deferment  of  deployment* 
This  board  was  of  material  assistance  to  subordinate  oomnanders. 

e*  S*a  out-loading. was  scheduled  so  that  troop  ships 
arrived  at  least  24  trurs  prior  to  the  unit1*  first  cargo  ship. 
Manifests  were  eo  marked  that  drivers,  assistant  drivers,  and 
labor  supervisors  could  be  easily  indontlfied  and  segregated  upon 
arrival*.  These  individuals  were  moved  to  the  port  area*  for  the 
unloading  and.  movement  of  general  or.rgo* 

f*.  Pre- fabricated  tent  kits  (GP,  medium  and  GP,  email) 
and  latrine  kits  (bucket  type)  were  packaged,  banded,  and  shipped 
with  unit  cargo* 

g*  Once  POM  processing  started  striot  adherenoe  to  sche¬ 
dules  was  required,  and  personnel,  pay,  medical  and  material  inspec¬ 
tion  teams  worked  on  an  18-24  heur  basis* 
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b*  J fbe  fl***t  two  brigades  deployed  in  tusk  foroo  eonflo* 
_  .  with  proport  loan  to  elioss  of  oil  divlaion  oombat  and  ^ 

aorrloa  aupport  unite  ond  ware  sclf^eufflolent. 

^  *•  A  vohlolo  "bona  yard"  was  established  on  tho  poet  ' 

SK#^°iHS?*02uld,41,p0*0  of  th,lr  Prlvately  owned  vehioles, 
with  or  without  dooola  or  papers* 

4_  *v  0bo?  the  “lr  f10*  started,  a  nightly  onll  voa  made 

S?  ’UN®?1  floor  providing  details  as  to  time,  number 

or  alroraft,  and  plana  load  composition* 

•I 

*A.< «.< *.  outstanding  requisitions  ware  changed  to  an  08 

priority*  On  numerous  o*ees  time  did  not  permit  rcoetpt  by  a 

^Jb^b  undesirable,  lateral  trana- 
InavUrbJa^  -  l™1  p*ra0®Ml  t0  the  unit«  deploying  flret  was 
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IV*  Lessons  Learned* 

a..  Tiotlos/rechnloues..  <CT) 

AH>:0R  -OR  MECHANIZED  SLEEPS 

Item:  Mounted  Afmor/  Meohanlsed  Sweeps 

Discussion*  Mounted  sweeps  will  eeldom  turn  up  email  enamor 
foroee  unless  the  Initial  sweep  is  used  to  blow  mines  and  booty 
traps  and  followed  immediately  by  a  methodioal  dismounted 
infantry  search. 

Observation:  To  be  effective,  mounted  sweeps  must  be  lmmedlatel 
followed  by  a  methodioal  dismounted  infantry  search* 

APTILUSRy  AIP.CPAST  MSL  ML 

Item:  Aftillery  Airoraft  Yarning  TTeT;  — - - 

Discussion:  A ‘need  exists  for  an  Artillery  Aircraft  Warning 
Net.  This  net  is  operated  by  Division  Artillery  Operations 
Center  to  warn  pilots  where  there  ia  artillery  fire.  The  pilot 
reports  into  the  net  and  requests  the  information.  The  NOS  then 
in  ooded  grids  gives  the  information. 

Observation:  Because  of  numerous  army  aircraft,  an  Artillery 
Aircraft  Yarning  Net  must  be  established. 

VEHICLE  RECOV  ^Y 

Item:  Problems  when  cross  attaching  Infantry  with  armor. 

Discussion:  Vhen  cross-re inf oroing,  consideration  must  be  given 
to  the  reoovery  capabilities  of  the  Infantry  battalion. 

Observation:  Plans  must  Include  the  prepositioning  of  MB8 
Recovery  Vehicles  with  an  infantry  battalion  if  tanka  arre  to 
be  utilised  by  them. 

AMBUSHES 

Item:  Movement  at  an  ambush  site. 

Discussion:  Movement  at  an  ambush  site  should  be  ooneidered 
enemy.  However,  no  one  fires  until  given  the  order  by  the 
ambush  leader. 

Observation:  There  must  be  strlot  movement  and  fire  discipline 
enforced  on  an  ambush. 


MCTU3KE3 

Item*  Um  of  Claymore  mines. 

Dleouesion*  On  ambushes  there  is  a  tendenoy  to  detonate  Claymore 
mines  prematurely  before  the  enemy  main  force  has  entered  the 
killing  tone. 

Observation*  Troops  must  be  willing  to  allow  the  VC  point  man 
to  pass  their  position  so  maximum  casualties  can  be  lnflloted 
on  themaln  body  by  Claymore  mines. 

Item*  Use  of  13.13  Personnel  Carriers. 

Discussion*  The  secret  of  using  MLl3's  to  establish  an  ambush  iq 
to  have  the. ramps  down.  As  the  M113  approaches  a  location  near 
an  ambush  sipe,  the  amhushers  dismount  ■'•'hile  the  vehiole  is  still 
moving*  The  vehiole  then  moves  baok  to  the  base  perimeter. 

There  Is  one  oautlon,  don't  establish  a  pattern*  Sometimes  put 
the  ambushes  out,  other  times  Just  sweep  through  the  area.' 

Observation*  M113  personnel  carriers  can  be  used  to  establish 
an  ambush. 

LAND  MAVICATION 

Item*  Land  navigation  uf  tracked  vehicles  in  heavy  growth.  . 

Discussion*  Land  navigation  in  heavy  growth  is  a  problem.  Tha 
compass,  magnetic  pilot,  FSN  6605-551-5167  vas  found  to  work 
very  veil  when  mounted  in  an  M113.  When  mounting  the  compass 
however,  oare.  vust  be  taken  to  orevent  grounding.  ThiB  was  used 
successfully  on  a  six  day  operation. 

Observation*  The  above  named  compass  is  a  good  field  expedient 
for  mounting  on  KL13's.  This  allows  the  vehicular  commander  to 
follow  the  proper  azimuth  in  heavy  growth. 
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Item  r*enti  fi  of  the  hack  of  Claymore  nines  at  night. 

Discussion*  In  order  to  observe  that  the  Claymore  mine  is  still  . • 
fsolng  in  the  proper  direction  prior  to  firing  at  night,  plaoe 
white  tape  on  the  rear  of  the  mine  before  It  is  iaplaced.  Prior 
to  firing  look  for  the  white  tape,  If  it  oannot  be  seen,  do  not 
fire  the  mine. 

Observation*  Placing  a  pleoe  of  white  tape  on  the  rear  of  the 
Claymore  mine  will  allow  the  firer  to  Insure  the  mine  la  still 
facing  in  the  proper  direction. 

CP  LOCATIONS 

Item:  CP  Locations. 

Discussion*  Snail  unit  CP  locations  must  be  moved  daily  when  on 
an  operation  to  orevent  the  VC  from  spotting  the  oontrol  center 
of  a  base  of  operations. 

Observation*  CP  locations  of  small 'units  should  be  moved  daily. 

:  MAKCH  COLUMNS  * 

Item*  Track  vehicular  march  columns. 

Discussion*  Track  vehicular  march  columns  are  double  columns. 

This  allows  quicker  deployment  and  also  allowB  for  a  faster 
reaction  time  when  hit  from  the  rear. 

Observation*  If  possible,  track  march  columns  should' be  double 
columns.  ....  • 

RECOGNITION  OF  COMMAND. VEHICLES 

.  •  •  '  * 

Item*  Recognition  of  Command  Vehicles.  ,  ” 

Discussion*  When  using  tactical  vehicles,  an  observer  in  & 
helicopter  must  at  times  be  able  to  recognise  the  command  vehicle. 
Using  different  colored  panels  is  not  effective  due  to  the  i 

normal  altitude  of  the  aircraft  (2500').  At  that  altitude,  the  » 
observer  cannot  distinguish  between  orange  and  red.  The  beat 
method  is  to  have  panels  only  on  command  vehicles  or  ask  the 
commander  to  throw  smoke  with  the  observer  giving  the  color. 

•  * 
Observation*  Recognition  of  command  vehicles  is  a  necessity  at 
times  for  an  air  observer.  Some  method  must  be  devised  to  allow 
quick  identification. 
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Item*  Us*  of  90mm  Cannistar. 

Discussion*  flnlpers  and  infiltrators  oan  be  diBoouraged  by  us* 
of  90mm  oannlster  as  a  supressive  firs  during  hours  of  darkness. 
Have  designated  tanks  firs  on  command  at  odd  intervals  during  tbs 
night* 

Observation*  Controlled  firing  at  odd  intervals  of  90mm  oannister 
at  night  is  an  sffsotive  means  to  aupress  snipers  and  Infiltrators 

b«  Equipment  (0). 

HASTY  RECOVERY  AND  REPAIR 

Item*  Repair  parts  carried  on  track  vehloles* 

Disousslon*  In  order  that  the  crew  can  make  immediate  repairs 
to  a  traok  vehicle,  eaoh  M113  carries  6  extra  traok  blooks, 
saoh  M48A3  carries  eight.  All  track  vehicles  carry  two  extra 
roadwheele . 

Observation*  Extra  track  and  roadwheele  must  be  carried  on  a 
traoked  vehicle  so  th^t  immediate  repairs  oan  be  made. 

RESUPPLY 

Item*  Resupply  by  Wheel  vehicles. 

Disousslon*  Wheel  vehicles  are  inadequate  for  supply  from  the 
battalion  to  company.  Presently  eaoh  mechanized,  cavalry  and 
tank  company  uses  M113' a  for  resupply.  Traok  type  resupply 
vehicles  are  needed,  even  if  not  armored,  for  they  oan  traverse 
the  terrain  and  vegitatlon  found  in  this  environment. 

Observation*  Traok  vehicles  are  needed  for  resupply  from  battal¬ 
ion  to  oompany  level. 

RADIOS  IN  TANKS 

Item*  New  family  radios  in  the  M48A3  Tank. 

Discussion*  Because  cf  the  great  heat  in  the  turret  of  the  tank 
(140  F)  the  new  family  of  radios  overheat  and  fail.  A  field 
expedient  used  was  to  attaoh  the  pressurized  air  filtering 
system  to  the  radio  to  oiroulnte  the  air.  This  was  not  too 
effective.  Either  a  stronger  fan  system  or  a  cooling  system 
must  be  incorporated  in  the  radio  to  solve  this  problem.  An 
SIR  has  been  submitted  on  this. 

Observation*  The  fan  in  the  new  radios  needs  to  be  larger  so -a 
greater  volume  of  air  oan  keep  the  radio  components  operational. 

MA8A3  TAMM 
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Discussion*  The  steal  roadv'neel  1ms  been  found  to  be  superior 
to  the  Aluminum  roadwheel.  ’•'hen  a  tank  hit  fa  a  mine,  the  steel 
wheel  normally  only  shears  the  'roadwheel  bolts  while  'the  aluminum 
wheels  o rumble  causing  damage  to  the  roadwheel  arm  spindle.  It 
Is  an  easier  logistics  problem  to  replaoe  bolts  than  to  replaoo 
the  arm.  ;  •.  j  •  * 


Observation *  The  steel  roadwheel  Is  superior  to  the  aluminum 
1  roadwheel  • 


BLAST  DEFLECTORS  FOR  THE  M48A3  TAM 
Items  Blast  deflector©  for  the  M48A3. 

Discussion*  There  are  two  types  of  blast  deflootors  l*0r  by*  . 
M48A3.  One  is  square  (used  on  later  models)  and  one  Is  trinng- 
ular  (received  on  tanks  retrofitted  at  Red  River  Arsenal)*  Thq^ 
square  one  shows  no  wear  from  cannister  but  the  triangular  one, 
due  to  the  greater  distance  from  the  muzzle  to  the  blast  deflect¬ 
or,  allows  damage  to  occur  on  the  Inside  of  the  blast  deflector, 
from  canplster  and  cruscs  son©  pellets  to  go  at  right  angles  to 
the  path  of  the  projectile. 

Observation*  The  square  blast  deflector  should' be  used  On  the 
M48A3  tank. 

.  M48A3  TANKS 

Item:  Bustle  racks  on  the  M48A3  tank. 

Discussion*  The  bars  which  are  part  of  the  bustle  rack  have  too 
great  a  separation  and  allows  equipment  to  fall  from  the  raok. 

A  good  field  expedient  is  chicken  wire  in  the  rack.5 

Observation?  Chicken  wire  placed  In  the  bustle  rack  prevents 
equipment  from  being  lost. 

.SC  CAL  MS  MOUNT  ’ 

Item:  .50  Cal  maohlnegun  mount  on  the  M48A3* 

Discussion*  The  .50  cal  M2  Ml  notmt  Is  not  satisfactory  on  the 
K48A3.  There  is  too  little  available  ammunition  (50  rdc)  and  the 
MG  is  too  difficult  to  control.  What  is  needed  is  the  Chrysler 
mount.  ’ 

Observation:  The  present  machinegun  mount  on  the  2448A3  tank 
should  he  changed  to  the  Chrysler  mount  'f  the-  I>i60  tank. 
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o.  Training.  (0) 

.  i 

Item*  Reduoing  casualties. 

Dleouselon*  When  ft  personnel  carrier  hits  a  mins,  no  one 
dismounts  until  another  vehiolo  hr,s  been  used  to  seoure  the  area 
nnd  inspect  the  damage.  Normally  the  VO  have  mined  areas  under 
fire  and  wait  until  the  personnel  leave  the  vehiole  before  firing, 

f 

Observation}  Personnel  In  oarriers  must  be  lnstruoted  on  the 
proper  procedures  to  use  when  the  vehicle  Is  disabled  by  a  mine* 

RADAR  SURVEILLANCE 

Item:  Training  a  Radar  Operator. 

Discussion*  An  lnexperienoed  operator  needs  at  least  two  days 
to  become  proficient.  He  must  learn  the  sounds  of  $n  area  In 
daylight  and  at  night  and  then  confirm  his  memory  the  seoond  day 
and  night.  He  must  know  the  sound  of  wind  through  brush,  a 
moving  tin  oan  or  wire,  rainfall,. etc. 

Observation:  An  inexperienced  radar  operator  must  learn  the 
local  sounds  of  the  area. 

Item?  Most  radar  operators  associate  sound  to  tactical  vehicles* 

Discussion*  A  radar  operator  should  learn  to  associate  sounds 
with  the  type  of  tactical  vehicles  the  VC  use  l.e.,  oxoarts, 
alow  moving  bioyoles,  moderate  speed  bicycles,  and  fast  moving 
bicycles.  A  f^st  moving  bicycle  can  sound  like  e  track  vehiole. 

Observations  Radar  operators  must  be  trained  to  know  the  sounds 
of  VC  type  taotioax  vehiolea. 

d.  Medical.  (0) 

M170  FRONT  LINE  AMBULANCE 

Item*  Use  of  the  M170  Front  Line  Ambulanoe. 

Discussion:  .  Because  of  terrain  and  area  of  operations  the  M170 
is  a  poor  evacuation  vehicle  for  casualties.  A  better  method  ■ 

Is  to  use  MH3'8  under  the  battalion  surgeon's  cdntrol  to  evaouate 
casualties  because  of  their  greater  mobility  and  armor  protection. 

Observation*  The  M170  Is  a  poor  evacuation  vehicle  in  this 
environment.  The  MllJ  personnel  carrier  can  be  used  to  greater* 
advantage,  giving  better  protection  to  the  casualties  and  allow¬ 
ing  the  casualties  to  be  evaouated  over  difficult  terrain. 
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29TH  DIVISION 
25fH  SUPPORT  COMMAND 
725TH  MAIN!  BN 
25TH  SAT 
25TH  MED  BN 
25TH  DIV  ARTY 
8TH  7A 
9TH  PA 
11TH  FA 
13TH  FA 
1ST  BRIGADE 
2D  BRIGADE 
3D  BRIGADE 
1/5TH  INF  (MECH) 

2/1 iTH  INF 
4/9TH  INF 
4/23D  INF 
1/27TH  INF 
2/27TH  INF 
4TH  CAV  3QDN 
69TH  ARMOR 
65TH  ENGR  BN 
25TH  AVN  BN 
25TH  KP  CO 
125TH  SIG  BN 
AREA  SIG  CEN  "A" 
AREA  SIG  CEN  ”Bn 
AREA  SIG  CEN  "C" 
16TH  RRU 

1ST  SPT  PLAT 
2D  SPT  PLAT 
3D  SPT  PLAT 


LIGHTNING 

LIBERTY 

LAMBASTE 

LUSTY 

LIAISON 

LOOKOUT 

LIFEGUARD 

LINEBACK 

LOBSTER 

LUCKY 

LANCER 

LOYAL 

LAVA 

LANDSLIDE 

LAWYER 

LOFTY 

LONGBOW 

LION 

LAYMAN 

LEAPFROG 

LEADER 

LUMBER 

LOBO 

LATERAL 

LOUDSPEAKER 

LIGHTNING  ALFA 

LIGHTNING  BRAVO 

LIGHTNING  CHARLIE 

LASSO 

LASSO  ALFA 

LASSO  BRAVO 

LASSO  CHARLIE 
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Fa*.  Cff-iciric.  use  o/wiy 

»0W«  or  m  KRflOHMK, 


Goenandlng  Central 
4^Asit  D&tIsIoq  0 ommander /Maneuver 
Asst  Division  OOmnander/Bupport 
Ohlef  of  Staff 
ACofS,  &1 
AC Of 3,  02 
ACofS,  03 
ACofS,  04 

ACofS*  05 

00,  Support  Command 
00,  Division  Artillery 
CO,  1st  Brigade 
CO,  2d  Brigade 
CO,  l/5th  Infantry 
00,  l/27th  Infantry 

CO,  2/27th  Infantry 

CO,  2/l4th  Infantry 

CO,  4/9th  Infantry 

CO,  4/23d  Infantry 

CO,  1/69 th  Armor 

CO,  3/4  Cavalry 

CO,  25th  Aviation  Battalion 

CO,  65th  Engineer  Battalion 
00,  125th  Signal  Battalion 
CO,  l/Bth  Artillery 
CO,  3/l3th  Artillery 
CO,  7/llth  Artillery 
CO,  25th  3  &  T  Battalion 

CO,  25th  Medloal  Battalion 
CO,  725th  Maint  Battalion 


Major  Central  Fred  0*  Weyand 
B/Oen  Olen  D»  Walker 
B/Cen  Edvard  H.  deSeueeure 
Ool  Thomas  W*  Me  lien 
Lt  Col  Duane  V,  Compton 
Lt  Ool  James  V.  Cannon 
Lt  Col  Truman  &•  Boudinot 
Lt  Ool  James  B.  Saum  (18Apr66) 

Lt  Col  William  0*  Davis 
Lt  Col  Robert  R.  Hioke 
Ool  Herbert  S*  Love 
Col  Daniel  B.  Williams 
Ool  William  B,  Sandlin 
Ool  Lynnwood  M.  Johnson  Jr« 

Lt  Ool  Thomas  W.  Oreer 

Lt  Col  James  A.  Cawthra(7Apr65) 

Lt  Cel  Harley  F.  Mooney 

Lt  Col  Harley  7*  Mooney(22Peb66. 

Lt  Ool  Boyd  T *  Bnshore 

Lt  Ool  John  M.  Shultz 

Lt  Col  Shepherd  H.  Booth 

Lt  Col  Miohael  Barszoz 

Lt  Col  Ronald  J.  Fairfield 

Lt  Ool  John  R.  Hendry 

Lt  Col  Samuel  P.  Kalegian( 17Apr 

66)  Lt  Col  Edward  P.  Davie 

Lt  Col  Carrol  D.  Strider 

Lt  Col  Thomas  J*  Ferguson 

Lt  Col  Robert  D.  Walker 

Lt  Col  Aaron  £•  Walker 

Lt  Col  William  D.  Brown 

Lt  Col  Claud  D.  Mangum( 16Mar66 ) 

Lt  Col  William  3»  Klttrell 

Lt  Col  Jaok  Eskridge 

Lt  Col  Robert  J.  Proudfoot 


^Assumed  command  of  3d  Brigade  Task  Foroe  on  19  April  1966* 
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UNITS 

85TH  DIYI8I0H 
25IH  SUPPORT  COMMAND 
785TH  KAINT  BN 
25TH  S  &  T 
25TH  MSB  BN 
25TH  DIV  ARTY 
8TH  FA 
9TH  FA 
11TH  FA 
13TH  FA 
1ST  BRIGADE 
2D  BRIGADE 
3D  BRIGADE 
1/57H  INF  (MECH) 

2/1 4TH  INF 
4/9 l’H  INF 
4/23D  INF 
1/27TH  INF 
2/27TH  INF 
4TH  CAV  SQDN 
69TH  ARMOR 
65TH  3 NOR  BN 
25TK  AVN  BN 
25TH  MP  CO 
125TH  SIG  BN 
AREA  SIG  CSN  "Aw 
AREA  SIG  CEN  "B* 
AREA  SIG  CSN  "C1* 
16TH  RRU 

1ST  SPT  PLAT 
2D  SPT  PLAT 
3D  SPT  PLAT 


CODE  NAMES 

LIGHTNING 

LIBERTY 

LAMBASTE 

LUSTY 

LIAISON 

LOOKOUT 

LIFEGUARD 

LINEBACK 

LOBSTER 

LUCKY 

LANCER 

LOYAL 

LAVA 

IANDSLIDB 

LAWYER 

LOFTY 

LONGBOW 

LION 

LAYMAN 

LEAPFROG 

LEADER 

LUMBER 

LOBO 

LATERAL 

LOUDSPEAKER 

LIGHTNING  ALFA 

LIGHTNING  BRAVO 

LIGHTNING  CHARLIE 

LASSO 

LASSO  ALFA 
LASSO  BRAVO 
LASSO  CHARLIE 
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COMBAT  AFT TR -ACTION 
REPORT 
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C  ONPJDBNTttiL- 

\ 
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C  Q/VFllB/'t  TfJL. 

sviHMn  or  fn  am 

WLOvskwaas  ss  bbxgaie  25EH  mam  diviszdv 
AfO  OS  FORCES  9622$ 

ATEUOMC  3D  April  1966 

T 

amtsoti  coaixit  After  .iOtWiupok  * 


TO  i  Commanding  General 

25th  Infantry  Division 
ATCNt  SJ 

ADO  OS  Forces  9622$ 


1.  OPORD  18-66  (Operation  CIRCLE  PINES).  ... 

2.  290700  March  -  03181$  April  1966. 

3.  2d  Bde,  23th  Inf  Div  ocnduoted  search  aid  destroy  operations  in 
BIBB  DOONG  and  HAD  HGHIA  Provinoee  in  operational  ar«a  bounded  ty  coordinates 
3C-6024,  XT7020,  XT6714,  XT5717.  OPORD  18-66  was  issued  231200  March  1966. 
The  operation  was  Initially  a  three  battalion  sired  operation  eaploylng 

on  encored  battalion  (-)  one  company  and  two  infantry  battalions  one 
being  mechanised.  This  was  the  first  operation  'in  Vietnam  in  which  an 
aaaued  battalion  was  employed.  All  -alts  moved  overload  to  their  assigned 
operational  arena  and  oanduoted  coordinated  ae.rch  end  destroy  operations 
la  the  Brigade  TAOB,  north  of  base  oomp. 


1/6S  Armor  (-) 

Co  1/27  Inf 
A  3/4  Cav 
2  Sqds  B/651h  &igx 
1  Hsliooptsr 


FRAG  ORD  1  and  2  to  OPORD  18-66,  Task  Organisations 


1/5  (M)  (-)  N .  v  .  l/2LInf 

A  Txp  3/4  Cav  *  •  *v  ^'^2 f  Inf 

2  Sqds  B/6$th  Ehgr  1/8  Arty 

1  Hsliooptsr  B/6$th  Engr  (-) 

2d  Spt  Bn 


DOWNGRADED  AT  3  TEAR  XNISREAi 

i'QA/ft  h£tJT//U. 


CiONriI>£ffnAL 


2  Sqda  B/6yth  Bhgr 
1  Hslleopter 

4*  Intrl\igsnos'. 

.  a.  Analysis  of  t  Brain  in  >hioh  operation  wa a  conducted  < 

terrain  flat  with  an  average  *1  ovation  of  laaa  than  ton 
motore.  The  ypRotation  oonaiatad  of  rubber  trees,  underbrush,  bamboo 
hsdgerovre,  aid  tall  trass  with  underbrush)  all  of  which  afforded  the 
cnecy  good  oonoealnent  for  harrassing  operations  and  evasion.  Tunnels, 
hunkers,  end  trenches  affordsd  the  VC  on  exoel'wvt  no  fcvork  of  defensive 
positions  and  avaouation  routes.  Soft  and  morrhy  sell  of  footed  tho 
movement  of  tmks  in  the  area.  Vegetation  did  not  cignifiocntly  affoot 
the  use  of  APC's  end  tanks. 

h.  Intel ligonco  prior  to  o  par  at  ion  i 

The  VC  had  exorcised  complete  oont^el  over  \\t  operational  area. 
Rsoontly,  the  30 7th  Bn  of  the  165  4  Regt  had  boa.,  operating  northoast 
of  the  PHD  Ku  DCHC  Plantation  area.  Additlonc.’.  vrits  that  had  been 
operating  in  the  HOBO  VDODS  area  prior  to  the  op  j  nation  wore  the  305th 
and  306th  Ene  of  tho  165  4  Regt. 

o.  Eneny  situation  during  operation* 

During  tho  first  phase  of  the  operations  ?.i  the  PHD  304  DUHG 
Plantation  area,  TF  olomonts  onoountorod  platora-sirod  VC  units  with  an 
ostimatod  2  eompanioa  in  tho  plantation  area.  Tho  VC  made  oxtonsive 
use  of  tho  tunnol  not  work  to  evade  too  US  olemcv-t-s.  Booby  traps,  proasure 
typo  and  oonaamd  dotonatod  aT  mines  were  laid  throughout  tho  area.  Two 
major  battles  dovclopod  norr  the  and  of  tho  operation.  On  4  *pr  66,  an 
sstimntod  VC  oompery  was  observed  end  engaged  ty  artillory  and  ol aments 
of  1st  Bn  (lieoh),  5th  Inf.  During  tho  second  engagement,  ai  estimated 
VC  battclion  attacked  Co  A,  2d  Bn,  27th  Inf.  Tho  riflo  company  withstood 
the  attack  through  tho  offootivo  uso  of  artillexy  end  orgaiio  fire 
power.  4n  ostimatod  2  VC  main  foroe  battalions  were  engaged  In  tho  HC30 
1AODS  during  tho  aooond  phase  of  tho  oparation. 

5*  Mission*  Tho  2d  Bdo  Task  Force  was  to  oonduot  operations  in 
tho  Brigade  TAOH  to  looato  and  destroy  VC  forces  end  installations 
oomewnolng  29  March  19 66. 

6.  Concept  of  tho  Oporat  ion  t  Tho  2d  Brigado  Task  Foroe  oonduot id 
search  and  destroy  operations  in  thoir  TADR  with  three  Task  Forces,  TP 
1st  Bn,  69th  Armor  on  tho  wost,  TF  1st  &i,  27th  Inf  in  tho  oentor,  end 
TF  1st  Bn  (Koch),  5th  Inf  an  tho  oast.  Tho  plan  was  to  move  rapidly 
end  aggressively  into  areas,  than  oonduot  dotailod  scorches  and  exploit 
VC  oentaots.  Incl  1 

a.  According  to  FRAG  OHD  1  to  OPCRD  18-66  TF  lot  Bn  (tfeoh) , 

5th  Infantry  end  TF  1st  Bn,  69th  Amor  moved  from  their  locations  in 
the  southoxn  portion  of  tho  TaOR  on  2  April,  both  Task  Forces  swooping 
northeast  to  oontinuo  soar  oh  end  destroy  operations  in  tho  northern  - 
portion  of  tho  Brigade  T40R.  The  2d  3a,  27th  Inf  was  alorted  to  be 
prepared  to  support  and  rolnforoo  either  'Task  Force,  incl  2 

b.  FRAG  ORD  2  to  0P0RD  18-66  order od  TF  1st  to  (Msoh) ,  5th 
Inf  end  1st  Bn,  69th  Armor  to  swing  southwest  end  than  sweep  southwest 
against  blocking  positions  established  by  the  2d  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-) 
north  of  THUBG  LAP.  Znol  3 
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coNFt^&rrtAL 


%  2x»  oat  Ion  i 

D-Dcy  (29  March  19&) 

as*  AJ&gfcn.  SSO&iiBAa 

The  Bc.ttcu.imi  orocc/od  tha  ID  at  0700  and  swiftly  ostqblishsd  blocking 
positions  an  tho  ooutlio  -.star-.  porti'-.i  of  -tho  Brigodo  TAOR  in  ordor  to 
stop  SKfiltrction  of  VC  forces  fr^r.  tho  nroa  of  operations  to  the  village 
of  fW  W A  (XT7119).  Tho  battel xon  planned  to  link  up  with  forces 
of  tho  7th  ARVX  Rogt  end  systematically  clocr  in  tho  vioinity  of  PHU 
BOA.  During  tho  day  only  sporadic  sniper  fire  was  rcooivod.  Navor- 
tholoss,  two  rioo  caches  and  mi3cj'.  Im.cuo  email  arms,  aaaunition, 
and  aqulpaont  wore  Ibund  during  tho  dry,  Tho  battalion  ooilod  in  ooapoxy 
also  positions  end  ootablishod  r.h.c  -j.hushos  to  incooso  tho  offootirsnsss 
of  thoir  blocking  position,  A  -total  cf  ton  VC  woro  klllod  during  the 
day  and  throo  VCC  end  six  VCS  r.pprahar.dod. 


1st  Bn,  .5?th  Ir.faitrv 

A  Company.  1st  Sr.,  6^»-hh_  ,.rmer  conducted  -.motor  mar  oh  undor  tho 
operational  oontrol  of  CO,  '..at  Bn,  69th  ..raor  \hich  moved  along  Hvy 
1,  then  north  to  TR’OIIC  U&  end  made  a  sti  .am  crossing  vioinity 
XT595221.  Tho  move  wan  olouod  by  a  weak  bridge  at  tho  otream  orosoing 
si  to,  and  cover al  AT  mines  \hiah  disablod  w>  tanka  along  tho  route. 

Aft  or  orosoing  -tho  stream,  the  company  moved  ,-iuuth  to  ostablish  a 
blocking  position  aid  provide  flank  security  fox-  tho  two  infantry 
companies  attacking  abreast  across  the  stream  vicinity  XT63I6.  The 
companies  inncdietoly  icooiv  '  small  arms  fire  upon  initir.ting  their 
ore s sing.  Tho  snipor  fire  ooasod  of  tor  mortar  firo  was  plaocd  on 
thoir  poeitiono.  Tho  Task  Force  an  countered  numerous  booby  traps 
and  mlnos  during  tho  dey  as  it  conducted  oor.rch  and  destroy  operations 
from  oonrpeny  bcaos,  tut '.nr  .significant  ccntaoto  woro  mado  4  During  tho 
night  9  Incoming  mortar  rounds  wore  rcooivod, 

1st  Bar  69th  Arssr 

The  Task  For 00  moved  from  tho  lace  camp  at  0700.  Entry  into  tho 
Brigade  TAOR  woe  dolcyod  duo  to  tho  extreme  difficulty  experienced  by- 
units  in  negotiating  bridge  by-pass  at  coord  XT595221,  in  armored 
vohiclo  launch  bridge  was  dispatched  to  assist  in  tho  crossing.  A 
Trp,  3 A  Cav  initially  moved  rapidly  r.oross  tho  area  of  operations  to 
ostablish  a  blocking  position  vie  XT 6642 39.  Its  move  was  slowed,  however, 
by  disablod  vohiolos  from  VC  mines  and  the  position  was  ocoupiod  at 
1743  hours,  Tho  remainder  of  the  Task  Faroe  attacked  west  to  oast 
on  two  oxos,  methodically  searching  in  zeno.  Co  C  <os  undor  continuous 
harrassing  small  anus  firo  throughout  tho  day,  Tho  Task  Force  had 
a  successful  dey  in  accounting  for  6  YC  KIA  (BC) ,  Li  VC  KXA  (Possible) , 
end  1  VCS,  with  23  structures,  10  bunkers,  46  tunnels  end  4 00  pounds 
of  rioo  dostreyod. 


Dt-1  (30  March  1966) 

1st  Bh  (Moch).  3th  Infantry 

Tho  Battalion  conducted  oxtensivo  soarchos  in  tho  south  eastern  1 ' 
portion  of  tho  aroa  of.  operations.  Two  lurgo  stores  of  cmaunition, 
grenades,  doaumonts,  training  equipment,  end  a  cans  id  or  able  Amount 
of  penicillin,  heroin  end  miscollcnoous  modiool  supplioa  wqro  found. 
Ton  ambushes  woro  ostabliAiod  for  tho  night,  nop*  had  contact. 


C&/JF/2)£s/'rjdL 


C  Oa/ 

Int  ^_am.Jhftnt>ar 

The  battalion  was  ordered  to  conuotr;  t*  its  seawii  at  daefersp 
efforts  in  tho  southwestern  portion  <v*  c«r.  of  operations*  Burlng 
tho  dear  a cay  tunnol  ooBnloxos  includr-ie  m  ortraoiwo  two  level  tmnel 
oosplax  vie  XT625190  cni  a  icur  'wcl  wapj  me  vie  XT62$106  wore  ‘found* 
tho  oroo  oaitilncd  n  r.i.oe  cc.oho  v.',oiv.lty  XT6291.fi? .  Two  Russian  7,6*  • 

Masson  Hcgaxvt  o»yfbj.no3  end  otfcor  impons  clue  sla.'iblo  romunitiotv  wtorss . did 
ao&iool  cxpjlioa  uoro  looctri  during  tho  detailed  soerch  of  t )icr  taanola. 

VC  nativity  during  the  day  oonsistod  prijr.rjlj'  oi  harrcj>aiar  nul  ■: 
ovosivo  tactics,  Tho  battalion,  so'/.’.e.jd  the  sane  pj ait tone  vfa ioh  had 
bon  occupied  the  previous  night  rr.d  oorawlinhod  £  embushoe, 

TIm  battalion  continued  iv-c  <vienv  alone  the  norinom  odgo  of  the 
Brigade  am  of  oporationa .  Along  th.*  -aatom  bnmdoagr  of  tho  operational 
dzoat  a  platoon  of  tanks  with  a  Co-*  platoon  aa  aaoort  linked-up  with  the- 
Rooon  plat  from  l/5  Koch  at  1020  R«vi\3.  Tho  group  diaruptod  VC 
oxfiltratiow  from  tho  exec  and  onv<“.  oast  vhoro  it  netdo  contaot  with-  - 
7th  ARVS  represent otive  opojx.ttng  to  tho  oast.  8500  lbs  of  x±os  md 
ooxn  w»ro  discolored  in  a  9t0.rr.px)  aroa  via  XT64'226  end  a  tunnol. 
oonplox  including  a  Does  hall  end  saliool  wore  d  soovorod  r.t  XT640220* 

Tho  battalion  oxporlonoed  aone  dlfYimilV  in  providing  ?ocur?  LZ'n 
for  holi<x»ptoro|  fbr  ox.nple,  at  l6lj»  e  resupply  helicopter  roeoivod 
flxo  vicinity  XT £48205  end  tho  pilot  end  00 -pi lot  vs-.o  wounded. 

Dt2  '71  torch  7-966)  ’ 

The  battalion  osauasd  j»mrv«ur.l>.i.iity  for  tho  northeastern  portion 
of  *fco  let  Bn,  27t'i  Snf  area  of  upariW.ons,  ooanenoing  search  end 
Aooteoy  oporr.tione  early  in  the  ooxving.  Sow®  tunnels  wore  deo+royod, 
one  HI  rifle  end  numerous  documents  captured,  plus  two  VC  ICIA  (BC). 

The  battalion  continual  to  use  nunonjuo  nnbuahos  for  soourity  during  tho 
hours  of  darkness. 


~j  i>;  Bn.  f-^th  T.nfmtty 

Tho  battalion  coa:  lowed  search  md  destroy  oporationa  in  its, 
reduced  area  of  •:p.Tr.;t.'.onu5  Snci:’.  unit?  of  VC  c  v«!  cr.  gaged  with 
snail  ams  end  coin.*  stav  round?.,  tin  letter  being  partial  lari;"  offsetiva, 
Once  again,  oinoa  were  an aoun tweed-  wd  on:  t.mk  i't  osio  ATC  wore 
diaablod  by  ;-T  nines,  C.r\o any  a  found  f<f^*-iivc  tunisriced  groves,  sax 
only  a  fov  days  old,  --/toinity  Xi,d777-,3,5i  3.’-^  firor  erft  nlgit  onhunhos 
woro  Dixoceoaf  illy  erip.loyrd  tho  f^r  --e.’nrity. 

lot  .  . S Jth  Ji 00.0 

The  battcli.on  oontlnv.oc!.  ocaroio  and  destroy  operations  end  evacuated 
disabled  vehicles  to  THDHG  IitP  (XTo?21).  The  TP  destroyed  three  tunnels 
and  one  house  and  die 00 versa  i’O .  ^00  prands  c.C  grain,  one  VC  anmunition 
dump  and  a  quantity  of  redicr.l  supplies, 

FRAG  ORB  1  to  OPORD  18-66  was  iosixed  3.U.700  March  66.  This  FRAG 
ORB  directed  the  TP  1st  Bn  (Meoh),  5th  “r,f  aw  tho  TP  1st  Bn,  6 9 in 
Amor  to  move  frmr.  theiv  present  locr.tlm  aa  2  -npr  t-i  continue  operations 
in  the  sorthssx  portico.  :f  the  B::ig;tus  ?1GH,  \F  lei  3a,  27th  Inf  was  ■ 
ordered  to  return  to  bass  carp,  :oner®  org  O^U.'iO  /p::  66  and  at  the  seas 
tine  to  leave  a  etoy  behind  foroe  in  their  operational  area  to  obeerve 
end  report  eneogr  activity,  2/27th  Inf  was  ordered  to  support  1/27  Inf's 
rstum  to  base  omp‘  end  to  bs  prepared  to  send  one  company  to  the 
operational  areas,  with  the  tn  (-)  prepared  to  be  airlifted  on  a  4 
hour  not  -oe. 

4' 


..COrtFtiErTnAL 


"  D*5  fl  April 

2x&J)Qj^jau-i2:\lB£Kzz. 

On  1  Apr  the  TP  wv»i  tha.tr  search  and  destroy  operation  to  tfca 
western  portion  of  their  assisted  urea  of  cparut  J  ona .  A  tvamal  ooaplax 
via  2a.‘t-'!V73  vos  searched  reveal.-ng  ovidancs  t’-at  the  Vnnol  had  bean 
used  os  n  small  art®  footoay  for  rapair  end  raiung  of  ana.  erf.  honour  *  a 
bo  aba.  '.i  jiipniTit  was  evacuated  f  roo  tJ-  a  '.onr-?*  prior  to  ita  doctruot  ion  „ 

A  Oof  lat  Bn,  69th  Amor  was  released  to  j  .'i  paront  unit  for  u.; n  in 
future  opo  ratio  no.  At  1530  A  Co,  1st  Tr.,  2f-.'a  Inf  m  airlift*:’  \  >  br.»« 
ownp.  During  the  doy  the  battalion  oont.in  ocd  to  «i  count -r  crd  •Votv.v 
VO  nino?  and  booby  trapo.  During  iha  night  zlfla  granados,  60sri 
and  mpor  rounds  war  0  inooBing. 

1st  Pn  ta»ch3.  5th  at 

On  1  Apr  tho  Bn  eontinuod  to  ooouprr  fclooking  poaitlona  in  oanjnuoincn 
with  the  ARVK  a  oar  oh  of  FEU  BOA  DCMJ  vhish  was  oonpletad  that  aftmnoon. 

In  aooordanoo  with  ordora,  the  Bn  oovoO.  to  a  now  assonbly  area  vicinity 
XT 64321 5>  in  preparation  for  continued  cpar.tions.  Tho  a  t  taobnent  of  A 
Txp,  3/4  Cav  woa  effeoted. 

1st  Bn  6Qih  Amor 

The  TP  nado  a  return  swoop  of  their  operational  urea  with  the  only 
contact  bolnjr  oooaaional  snipor  firo.  The  TP  coved  to  position  TIGER 
vioinity  XT594216  to  plan  and  prepare  for  novonent  into  the  northoin 
portion  uf  tho  Bdo  TAOR  to  continue  search  end  destroy  operations. 

Df4  (2  Apr  1966) 

1st  Bn.  27th  Inf  entry 

Tho  battalion  oonduotod  local  search  end  d  os  troy  operations  in  tho 
vioinity  of  thoir  battalion  baso  during  tho  coming  hours.  At  15;)  -'■> 

B  aid  Iho  Battalion  Conoend  Group  bogan  foot  novo  to  baso  oonp.  A  C-j 
vaa  holiliftod  to  baso  oonp.  Tho  battalion  closed  baso  coup  by  1535 
with  Iho  cocooptiou  of  the  otny  behind  lorco  which  roacinod  to  aonitor 
enoay  activity. 


let  Bn  (Mo eh),  5th  Inf 

Tho  Bn  launched  ita  attack  into  the  northeastern  sootor  of  tho  Bde 
TAOR  oonaonoing  075°*  Iho  TP  seized  its  objectives  along  iho  Saigon 
Rivor  with  no  contact,  hovover  enruuto  nines  dona  god  throo  wnhiotes  fron 
A  Trp,  3/4  Cav,  A  report  of  VC  activity  farther  to  the  noroh  w:.o 
confiinod  so  Co  A  vas  diopatchod  to  the  xea  vie  XT6<j6304-  A  VC  force  | 

of  two  squads  waa  ongogod  in  the  area  resulting  in  six  VC  KIA  (1V3)»  One  1 

APS,  however,  was  destroyed  by  a  17fnn  round  rigged  for  com, aid  dotonation. 

VC  base  areas  disoovorod  near  tho  river  wore  destroyed,  Tho  effectiveness 
of  tho  Bn  night  anbushos  waa  'dmonstratod  vhon  on  crfcuah  w-va  sr-mng  at 
1955  hours  ro suiting  in  8  VC  killed. 

1st  Bn.  69th  Amor 

Tho  Bn  attaokod  to  tho  northeast  on  an  axis  pnrdlol  tc  tho  TP 
1st  >1  (“to oh) ,  5th  Inf  oomonoing  at  0950,  •  Tha  TP  crrlvod  at  the 
objeotivo  by  1241.  The  right  flank  arrived  ..t  i-lv  objootivo  end  was  bogged 
down  Jn  tho  ri.oe  paddlos  southeast  of  tho  ob,;ir'.Avo  vioinity  XT 660279. 

A  oocho  of  2000  lbs  of  rioo  was  disoovovori  the  •V;octi.va  or*,  a.  Co  C 
was  delayed  in  an  assoably  aroa  vie  of  TKCaG  iAl-  perding  repair  of  disabled 
vohiolos.  Co  0  departed  for  operational  aroa  at  It.'/J,  ujring  to  a  blooking 
position  vioinity  XT 641295  coed,  thon  swooping  south  toward  XT65526J, 
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At  OtfJO  Ce  B  oroeaod  ftp  for  no  tor  nev.t  to  vtotnUy  of  SOTO  Lfcf  ■ 

Iff  0615  tha  Co  had  aixivrd  in  tu.iir  op  .'rational  oron  end  hod  oatabllahod 
oeopeny  boao  violnity  XI 590212  fron  vhioh  eoaruh  erd  doatrngr  oporutloaa 
wore  inltlntod.  Beginning  at  1515  the  Ooepeny  anoountorod  light  Kipor 
fire*  Cpcc  arrival  of  a  Dustoff,  tho  VO  epsnod  fixo  with  aooll  eras, 
cutooati ?  uoopana,  md  60cr.  nrrtcx  firo.  da  a  result,  two  air  strike* 
and  artiUoiy  wore  doliTorod  at  suspootod  VC  positfona  end  all  VO 
activity  inrod  lately  oooaod.  if  tor  a  follow-up  aci;ich  tho  oonpany 
oollod  for  the  nltfvt,  with  no  further  TO  activity.  Tho  ‘battalion 
prepared  to  oatablirfi  blocking  positions  end  oenduot  Englo  flights  as 
dlreotod  In  support  of  bxlgulo  operations. 


( $  April  1966) 


At  1200  Bdo  TfL£  jRD  2  to  CPPAD  16-66  waa  iaauod.  This  ardor 
spaoif iod  Jho  motion  to  ha  trk^t  during  tho  third  phoao  of  operation 
0IK(S£  Pl^®.  TV  let  Bn  (ikct),  5*h  Ir.  C,  and  TV  lat  Bn,  69th  umr 
wore  instructed  to  oonduot  a  swoop  to  tho  aouthvoat  again  it  blocking 
positions  established  by  Oonpcnico  a  end  7),  2d  Bn,  27th  Inf  north  of 
XRUKU  LAP* 


Tho  stcy  behind  petrol  continued  to  ohaorvu  onony  activity  in  tho 
aauthvostom  portion  of  tho  rubber  plcnt.-.tiun  vicinity  XT 6 2*5?  79.  Curing 
tho  dry,  tho  petrol  killed  four  VC  -nd  raptured  a  Rusaicn  7.62 
Bogont  oorb.lno.  Tho  patrol  called  4.- 2  md  artillory  firo  on  snapeotod 
VC  poaitiona  throughout  tho  diy,  : returning  to  base  oar$>  by  164$  with 
no  ocaualtioa. 

l3t  Br.  (liooh).  5th  Inf 

Bn  oonduotod  afe  tenet  io  ac.'.rohos  in  ita  arm  rosultlng  in  tho  or.p- 
turo  of  aovorol  wcopcr.u  end  a  quantity  of  nunitioro,  ooulpnent,  r.ud 
doounoRts.  Ono  track  wuu  dostr.yod  by  r.  rino  which  ruptui-od  tho  g as  tank. 
Pinal  propagati  ons  ware  nmo  aid  ordurs  diesoninctod  f  >r  tho  third  phase 
of  tho  operation. 

AaH 

During  ol oarer. oo  oparnti-ns  in  their  gone,  tho  battalion,  or.anintorod 
nine  fiolds,  sniper  firon,  end  os'ortod  bo/ey  traps.  Ono  olaynoro  h  nging 
fxou  a  trM  was  oons.'cnd  detonatod  as  cn  APC  \rj.th  ix.tiih  open  ptBsod  beneath 
it,  wound Mg  air  friendly,  a  tvmel  oonplor  vio  LV6 54266  cent  inod  nm-tex 
exTaunitirA#  JO  cal  API  rue,  aid  radio  teat  cqnipuont.  Tho  lattrJ  ion  uede 
final  preparations  for  ph--.se  throe  of  the  ojes-utim. 


2d  ?a.  £?th  B? 

Tho  battalion  (-)  rwvod  by  :Dtor  <i>nvuy  fj.oit  b  so  carp  aopr  ...aoing  Ob  JO 
cr.a  ol jsc<l  in  tho  THU1IG  LAP  urea  by  1115*  Progress  was  slow  duo  to  nunorous 
ruad  blocks  constructed  by  tho  VC  end  oon^oatod  civilian  traffic,  .Tho  load 
tank  in  tho  convoy  fron  5/4  Cev,  was  die.blod  by  a  blown  track.  Co  B  waa 
harraoaod  throughout  the  day  ty  sniper  firo.  Tu>  air  strikes  flown  in  th*» 
aroa  during  the  afternoon  olixiinatod  tho  VC  wipers  end  aotivity  'in  tho 
area.  At  I330  hours  Co  A  oonduotod  cn  atruobilo  aiaault  to  XT 605235  and 
initiated  coaroh  end  destroy  operations  in  tear  eria,  Light  oontevet  woo 
mdo,  but  tho  TO  diaongrgod.  Both  Conpenios  mh-rlUahod  baaos  for  tho 
night,  B  Co  at  XP572232»  and  A  Co  at  XT60C236. 
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>6  (4  April  1966) 

Initially  tho  battalion  noved  XV  supported  by  art ill ary,  ginshipe 
and  taot&aol  cir,  Tho  Eh  then  swopt  south  wo  at  against  tho  blocking  position 
established  by  B  Co,  2d  Bn,  27th  Inf,  At  appro xixvvtely  1700  tho  battalion 
anoovntorod  hoavy  oncll  am*  end  autonatio  voc.pcne  fire.  Boorvuns  of  tho 
dologr  a*  a  rosult  of  this  ongngoaont  aid  tho  diaoovu^y  of  a  rios 

oaoho,  a  flora  ship  woe  on  ploy  ad  to  a  Mi  we  tho  battalion  in  reaching 
its  now  assonbly  aroa  south  of  TRGNG  LAP,  all  olonents  olosod  the  now 
assonbly  orsa  by  2400.  IXirlng  tho  doy  6  VC  (.30)  ml  15  VO  (Puss)  v;ro 
fcillod  and  4  tons  of  riao,  a  lar^o  aaount  of  nilitozy  oquipnont ,  ninitions 
end  am  wore  captured* 

ifiJL.?'1.*  69th.  iroor 

Ths  battalion  swept  southwest  cgui.ut  blocking  position  ostabl iehed 
by  Oo  A,  2d  Bn,  27th  Inf.  Tho  bat  tali* -a  oroosod  tho  LB  at  0040  r  irh 
throo  eonpenios  abroast.  By  1511  cha  battalion  had  olooni  thoi  ‘  now 
nssonbly  aoa  via  XT594215.  The  VO  used  evasive  taotios  during  tho;dny. 

At  1552  Co  0  was  dispatohod  to  clsar  roportod  cnbush  site  vio  XT582198. 

Tho  Bn  then  novod,  an  ozdor,  to  baso  fjrp  arriving  by  1920. 

2d,»,-  ?,7tU  Inf 

Tho  battalion  entioipatod  pc  so  ago  r>*  its  blooking  positions  V  oinity 
XT6042 27  and  Xr56l237  by  lato  '.ft  or  no  on-.  Local  sonj.vii  opert.t  ions  oonduotod 
during  the  Doming  houro  revealed  tw  largo  rioe  oaohos  which  wore 
ovaouatod.  Passage  of  blocking  position.':  'was  aooonpliahod  with  no 
sifpifioont  oonplior.tions.  During  the  citomoon  tho  two  blocking  foroe 
oonpenios  wore  ordorod  to  OBtabliii  oonpaay  bests  in  thoix  rospootlve 
blocking  positiona.  Each  ©oapeny  criobC.lehod  tw  anbushos  in  tho  vio 
of  its  positiona. 

Dt-7  (5  April  1966) 

son, •_ 

At  O420  Co  a  rooclvTid  nodorato  aunll  oms  end  tarter  fire  into  thoir 
porinotor.  This  wee  tho  boginninc  of  what  proved  to  bo  tho  first 
ooordirvatod  full  soalo  attack  by  orsmiz  -d  battalion-sizod  VC  unit 
on  an  ol orient  of  tho  2d  Bdo  Taek  7oroo.  By  0430  Co  a  was  under  en  all- 
out  attaak.  Tho  att-Mfc  aano  frun  four  dircatiens ,  with  tho  nain  assaults 
coning  iron  tho  north  and  east,  Artillery  wan  inrediacoly  avail  able  end 
ovar  700  rdo  woro  f  !rod  In  dofen'jo  of  t’.-.i-  C . .npeny  A  ;v>sitionjT  i’ires 
varo  eeoaratoly  and  -tinodJxita’y  uolivor:."-  o.  i  ^inc  nWiimue  caso.;0  ties 
coid  considerable  confusion  end  di.  oorrroniza t i<  vv  cerng  tho  VC,  Av  0445 
m  artillciy  TOT  woe  fired  on  VC  nortr.c  petitions,  sihonciag  then.  At 
0540  tho  Bn  Cnd  Group  with  cddatiocal  tvrfic.o  novod  wi"i\  throo  ortilloiy 
APv'a  and  tho  Rooonnni.taanco  plat-oar  cf  irri  Bn  ^itoch),  Sth  Ihf  to 
rcinfcirco  Co  A  end  p.v»vido  codicr-l  ovoev- .tion  for  tho  aor  i  evaiy  ^undod. 

By  0643  r»  airborne  ?aC  and  a  f  j--.ro  trap  were  on  otrtiou  over  tho  area, 

VC  I0B603  woro  thirty  KIA  (DC)  and  foeiy  ITCA  (Pass).  Co  3.  lot  3n 
(jfcch) ,  5th  Inf  arrivod  in  tho  art",  at  1031  and  conducted  »*rs»*ps  to  the 
northeast  whoro  it  established  a  blocking  position.  The  conpaoy  was 
pi ao<.d  under  tho  0P/C0R  2d  lu,  27th  Inf  for  tho  nv.ioiudor  cf  the 
operation,  Co  3,  2d  Bn,  27th  Inf  wes  airlifted  t ..  tho  area  There  they 
oor.uuotod  a  swoop  IOOO  not  or  s  to  tho  front  of  C-.  'e  positions,  VC 
aauuiition,  nogasines,  knives,  holnats,  gas  end  nedioal  supplies 

woro  found.  At  11J0  Co  A  was  airlifted  to  th.»  base  oenp  at  CIT  CHI. 

Conpeny  3  was  oxt rooted  by  air  at  1400 She  bavtolioa  do  sod  1 

base  snap  by  1700, 
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(LONrtMe^mL 

The  XaooonalMaaeo  Platoon  and  Co  B  varo  utilinod  aa  indiocted  earlier 
in  eoouring  tho  A  Oo,  2d  .In,  .Tfth  Inf  nx*.  v-A'-uUm  antnli  w«n 

olosod  Into  baao  ocnp  V  1621  hours, 

6.  Reaultai 


Friaadly  L  .'onoo  >  Shety  Loimi 

IUi  30  SIAi  3  57  <  BC)  |  323  (Po»») 

VUi  195  VCCt  6 

YCSi  6 

i^uipumt  Capt/ 

Dostrcyodj  JB  ton*  rloo,  3  ?0  lbs  paonuts, 

AS  viflos,  3  piatola,  2  SXU,  2  HTHi-2 
"ocr.-.it  laun chore ,  1  8ltu  mrtcr  bipod, 
hard  Gconades,  49  riflo  gronados,  33 
V3  olcy  r.ro  nlnas,  34  AT  Dines,  IP  AP  nines, 
37  Chinese  75°d  131  rda,  3  57nn  P.\  l  - 
175m  Ci  il.no,  1  -  155m  \D  atn-j,  3  “  105=® 
rda,  3*J  booby  trapa,  70  60m  nc  r-i  wc  rdn, 

11  8’xn  oortcx  rda,  4  CV  Keys,  1  250  lb 
dud  .  .73  platol  bolta,  }  55  ffi  dnjna  -»f  new 
vob  acyiynoiit,  7  biegtoloa,  144  tunnola, 

Si  bunker 'a,  246  atruoturoa,  0  ssnpona, 

'  1.1  bftgB  docunonte,  115S0  »d«,  draw 

ojfZ'-.nltl.in,  1  aodiotu  rid  Mi,  13  p^oka. 


9,  Supporting  Force®. 

a,  Artillery  Support; 

(1)  Organiaati  0.1  for  cone  at  t 

(r.)  l3t  Br.  nth  Artillery,  GS  2d  Bde  TF. 

(b)  B+ry  0  (-)  M  J5n,  v.'th  .'arty,  attached  to  1st  to 

6th  arty. 

(c)  2d  to,  Jifh  ert-Uloiy  (-)  GSR  l/8  Artiiltuy, 

(2)  How  md  llbor.  -a  tillory  H.rployod; 

\0.)  >'ron  29  -riarch  through  1  April  fire  support  baeo 
var  T  o  or.  tod  at  bas<.  ecnr 

1  P£'-,>  -tntoiy  col  a'.f'i-e  .191  :‘<tB  v.ar.’o  firod 

29105c  Kara:.  1966, 

i  A -till  r.ry  tho  op  .'rations  for  ;iort 

thro->  d'ys  ’P.th  ra-cci3.  tC-  y:*.*}I'i»ar<|.  fVrao. 

(i>)  Cn  Ap. :tl  ift  Bn,  3th  Ar*rliJ..:i'y  (+)  wrod  to 
TUKG  LAP  for  suppori  of  oj'orc.tiorc  Jn  th?  nor*  bora  T-rtion  of  tho  . 
Brigade  1MOR, 

3*  £ho  battalion  fired  nv.’v-w.s.  on-ocll  nlaaions 
on  2,  3,  and  4  April  which  roriltod  in  roc.vi'd  uuarjr  of  22  VC  KXA  (BC) 
and  125  KLA  (Posa)  for  tho  tbroo  day  period. 

£  Artillozy  was  util i hoc  to  corinun  adventego 
during  VC  attack  on  Co  A,  2d  to,  27th  Inf,  In  ore  nss  of  TOO  round* 
of  ortillojy  wore  fired  in  dofanao  of  Coopery  A1  a  position, 
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COhiet£>€Mrt4L 

tooulte  of  Artillexyi  During  opoacticn  QUOTJ  rOBi 
Jartllloy  mo  on  invaluable  uiot.  finely  and  roourato  use  of  artUlaqr 
flxofl  eontinuod  to  keep  the  VO  off  bolcnoo  end  inflicted  nmdnan  oawillln 
on  hie  f orooo * 

>•  OS  Air  foroo. 

(1)  ftudng  opo ration  OZSCUC  PUBS  tho  USAf  oentxibutod 
lapocourahly  to  tho  ouoooos  of  tho  oparr.tlon  throu#x  ito  floxlbility  md 

HgNnlmooi. 

(o)  8  lmodir.to  otrikoo  woro  xoquootod  and  roooivod* 

(b)  Thxoo  flnro  rttipe  woro  roquootod,  four  reooivod. 

(2)  Iw  proplonnod  air  strikoe  woro  flown  on  D-Duqt 
wloinltjr  XT636228  ozd  XT664240  fron  Q’P  5  to  081!;  hour*. 

(3)  A  total  of  57  struc  t  woro  roquootod  and  57  roooivod 
during  tho  operation, 

(4)  Hoeulte  of  tho  air  etrikoe  vara  00  follows »  82 

otruoturoo  destroyed,  64  struoturos  dr.rrged,  14  tranches  doetreyod, 

7  xoado  out,  1  secondary  oocy'a3ionf  r.  gun  pooltlono  don  troy  od, 
bunkor  oonplox  destroyed,  ^  Bui  (\iC),  ?nd  24  KBA  (Pone)  . 

(5)  Ground  firo  wai  roooivod  and  cffoV.^voly  ouppressod 
on  f if  toe  1  otrikoo* 


o.  Any  Aviation* 

Cl)  Six  resupply  r.irorr.ft,  four  ooanand  and  oontrol  ohipe, 
and  tw  to  four  light  firo  touvo  vnro  oaintalnod  on  a  niosion  baais  oaoh 
day  of  tho  operation* 

( ?)  A  total  of  6’,’  portico  to  include  resupply,  f Arc 
•uppreRoion,  ocxnnnd  end  ocmVeoi,  evacuation  of  VTA:o,  oenbat  eurvoillmoa, 
end  assault  nisaions  wove  fl.ua  durint  tho  opoxrtt.cn, 

(3)  C:.i  1  c.prll  Ho  A,  lot  Jin ,  27th.  JrJTentr'-  vns  airlifted 
to  baoo  oenp  and  on  <.  <«pnil  C.-openy  <3,  lot  Jin,  27th  laf“nti;r  nr.do  r.n 
oimohilo  to vo  to  b'.ao  ocnp, 

(4)  Artv.d  holiooptora  woro  ex+xvnaly  tmlunblo  in  prodding 
oooorto  foe  Hodital  c.v.is.nv-.tio'ii  md  rom' .pl,r  Ucl&oaptoro  end  in  suppressing 
enoty  flroo  during  t'>o  ;.pcrr.c.U?u, 


'v5'  Givitu!  five  vaa  no'.vi  V.  t.»/. so  dv.- 
than  on  cry  previous  oporavlons  of  the  Bztgadv.  A 


■i.03  Opn  CIBCtE  PIKES 
total  r£  17  aircraft 


roooivod  hits  fron  ground  rive,  nono  of  which  veer*  oztenaivoly  denegod. 


10*  Administration  or/.  T-' '{Action  , 


a*  Tho  Brigade  ro.viAnod  operational  in  the  bant  oanp  area 
throughout  -she  operation,  A  iVrvr.vd  C?  wa  03M  rational  at  j&KB  LAP 
Bangor  C-anp  during  thu  period  1-5  *»pril® 


b.  Caeualty  reporting: 

(l)  Conflrcod  casualty  ro ports  by  none  gono rally  lag  tho  ' 
actual  ooourroaoo  of  tho  incident  by  six  to  oi^.t  hours.  Spot  reports 
arc  genorolly  occur  at  0,  but  they  often  do  not  reft  cot  these  wounded 
tho  have  returned  to  duty* 


C  OaIF/A^k  1 T//M 


COM  fit  &£aJT>*L. 


(2)  Mi  oaraolV  mA  hw  ihs  mi  ooewato  nnoligr 
Mpost*,  kewoWi  Huy  er#  nomvlly  lot*  an  indicate  -sfc'ts* 

o«  Moll  wo*  proossssd  through  roar  dotaohnsnt*  ml  now*  to 
cod  fkon  formed  *l*amts  in  ro supply  hsliooptors. 

d,  PW'»  w«r«  svoou&tod  directly  to  tfc*  I>1  vision  FV  oonpotnd. 

4.  Supper* 

(1)  &*•  2d  Support  Bb  (Prov)  n.J.ntdnod  aoznel  oparctlooo 
1b  Hi*  tea*  ocop  cron  during  th*  operation,  Unit*  participating  draw 
n*o*t*axy  mpplio*  In  tea*  onnp  for  dispatch  to  th*  forward  aroo, 

(2)  All  ro supply  of  Class  X,  V,  aid  vator  was  affoot*!  V 
air  oxoopt  fox  ono  oTsrland  unvei'  for  lot  Bo,  8th  Arty, 

(3)  A  forward  support  cpcrr.tions  cantor  vt\a  not  noooaacxy 
du*  to  th*  proxlnlty  of  tho  opmctionrl  cron  to  teas  onnp, 

(4)  Difficulty  In  vator  resupply  was  onoountcr*d,  vhm 
Hm  5000  gallon  tmkor  apottad  r.t  tho  ro supply  holipcd  had  tn 
lnoporatiwo  pump,  A  now  hc>,e  i?o*  tho  ;iunp  woe  installed  upon  tho 
diaplaosnont  to  TBD3G  LAP  mv  ,.t  vru  y  -ssiblo  to  obtain  vator  iron 
tho  tankor  utilising  a  get *ri.ty  food  sy.-ven, 

(|j)  Sana  difficulty  was  or.varlcnood  ti  roooving  Ir.r/rt 
quantities  of  ioo**  rio*  fron  tho  operational  aroa, 

(6)  Xho  following  ooobat  denago  to  H48A.3  teaks,  H113  AFC's 
OH23  hoi  loop  tors,  and'H*68  vehicle  tanh  rooovory  vohiolss  wrx  sustainodi 

<a)  l/fMltit 

24  APC's  denagnd 

Al’C'a  roy.-lvc:1.  in  field 
•  APC 1  r  cot?’-  Ices 
AVCr;  evacuated  t>  ha.se  onnp 

S'  -  '69  '•.<an/« 

16  M40i>3  tmke  dnnegod 

1‘.  raped  red  h.  '-o'  d 
S  evacuated  tc  bnoo  coup 
*  X  7TH’s  dn?f-r--l  '.lifhtly 

U;.  v<  "?v* 

5  teaks  dcuxvgod 


;  iV,.-A3  ter, i  t  repaired  in  fiold 
j  «■■*.  tc/ijw  h.’t  rvtoo  cf  sonnirod 
8  K  -  ■  ?'  .-.\rv;ro ’  pori.nnol  or.vrie. '  donated 
4  K-i-cji  r.rauvot  porsonnol  er-trioro  roped  rod 
in  field 

t,  M-7.13  orriorod  personnel  oorriors  oraouatod 
"+■6  hhS  C  TS  onp  ' 

1  Jf-113  arnorei  pcmormol  oarrior  was  hit  tvios 
end  repel  rod 

1  CB-23  holdooptc:-'  dmo.,od  by  snail  arcs  firs 
ID 


CtirtFs  2>Cd  7~/4L-  ~ 


coAiFrj&vr/JL 

(7)  POL  Coaeunod  by  Belts  1 

1st  Bn  .(:-:odh),  5th  Inf  743?  Gel  HXUB 

1749  gol  Biaaol 

1st  Bn,  69th  Arnar  1910  «al  M30AS 

3790  dotal 

A  Trp,  3d  Sqdn,  4th  Cnt  Tiguroa  ora  included 

abort 

(8)  Airlift*  1 

(a)  A  total  of  302  resupply  aortlos  vara  flom, 
airlifting  147*5  tans  of  tupplios. 

(b)  Tho  following  is  a  brook  down  of  airlift od  cargo 

by  ala*s  of  supply* 

Class  1-71.7  Ton*  Class  IH-2J,6  Tens 

Class  V-f7.8  Tons  Miso-40.2  Tuna 

Motor  ”29*  7  Tona 

f.  Civil  Affairs. 


(l)  Rioo  and  peanuts  oxtraotod  frou  tho  operational  axoa 
wars  dletrtabutod  as  follows < 

(a)  10  tine  of  rioo  end  150  lbs  of  poenuts  to  tho 
District  Chief  at  CD  CM,  (.1? 6*V?). 

(b)  300  kilo  hag  to  fenily  af  Viotncncao  UatioucA 
Polioonan  killed  lit  tho  oparclior.. 

(0)  1.5  tTOS  to  th'  prioat  at  BAC  HA  (XT64I4). 

(d)  ,?  V.n  to  F.TQI  K0A  Orphan."  go. 

( i) i  All  aoiaxin'ns  oopturo'  -Loo  to  Diatriot  Chief 
at  PLB  3DA  (XT 7118) ,  ' 

(?)  -p  IT.  ’,-.s  hold  in  TH DIM  LA?  by  Lrigade  aid  l/8 

Artillory  surgoono.  ICO  persona  wore  troctfid, 

(3)  Pay  War  ••  Approxinrtcly  ".70.C00  loaflots  including 
969 >  CaiTO  HOI,  esnd  Etaidord.  meander  policy  lc"f>otn  ware  dzoppod  in 
tho  operational  or  or.. 

11.  Cocoandsr'a  Annlyrip t 

a.  TLio  operation  -r..-.,  +  '••„  Drigado5*  r*>et  suooessfvJ.  to  data  in ' 

terns  of  Viet  Cong  killed  w  equip*  wet  cjA  na  to  rial  raptured  or 
destroyed.  It  oieo  nnrkx1.  the  flint  arpDoyr'vjt  in  Vietnnn  of  the  2?th 
Division's  aroorod  battalion,  »*;.■  rh  vjry  effuativ-ily  combined  with 
nech.cni7.0d  and  regular  inf  entry  units  us  a  reoonnairsnrr u  troop. 

The  effootivo  use  of  r.  oonbinod  arue  task  .foro.i  will  ;»ot  or.ly  prevent  1 

friendly  lossoe  but  will  iafli  r1:  unxiruit;  dsosructi -n  on  VC  Xonoue  and 
for+.if  ioations .  ..  . 

,*•  .  m  •  ‘i  •  .  %  •  *■ 

'  •.  ... '  .. 

b.  Prinoipol  lessons  learned  are  d;  -id  id  into  two  categories  in  viev 
of  the  namess  of  amor  enploynent  in  Vie'T.ra. 
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(l)  Lsseone  particularly  ayplioablc  bo  ores  rod  wit  a^layoant 

QMI 

(o)  In  operating  cgc-lnst  the  Vie*  'ci\g,  am?r  met 
diapsrss  and  oovoz  uaxinun  terrain  during  operational  not  novo  la 
oolum. 


(b)  Tonka  end  oaohonisod  vehicles  mat  bo  ueod  continously 
to  boat  the  bush,  exploit  booby  trap  a,  and  ongage  snipers.  Tanka  oovi&f 
through  heavy  brush  will  aeslat  in  uncovering  tunnel  entrances. 


(o)  All  mil  ueod  trails  and  roads  mat  be  avoided 
by  at  loaet  one  hundred  cetera  xhorsvor  possible. 


eontivi. 


(d)  Concord  o’ A  Control  ships  are  a  met  for  noveaont 


(e)  When  snipers  fire,  the  nobility  and  ahobic  action  of 
amor  oust  be  imodiatoly  onploy.d  in  color  to  ran  than  dov.i  or  out  then 
off  frou  vith  drawing  through  trenches.  Infantry  ehould  imediately 
follow  the  oroor,  utilizing  the  oloared  area  cado  by  tho  traoks. 


(f)  Snipers  :cn  bo  nilonocd  during  the  night  by 
using  supprossivo  fire  at  irregular  intorvols.  90  ed  onnnietor  la 
highly  effective  in  this  role  aa  well  ae  a  volley  of  artillery  fire. 

(i)  A  oontrniiy  lonatad  and  reanonahl  ■  ■  socivro  area 
ie  nondatorjr  t.j  of  feat  repair  of  dasagjd  vehicles-  Protection  when, 
evacuating  'rmr  or  aooh  vehiolcs  will  alvoj  ?  bo  a  problon. 

(h)  Tho  nooJ  lev  a  vehicular  noun  ted  oonpn-s  for 
cznorod  unite  Is  a  special  voqui  veneni  vhon  oporating  in  horvy 
vegetation. 


\i)  When  nechc>r.ieo\  and  amorod  eloumts  ore  oroes 
attached,  tank  rooovory  oapi.b  1  lity  boovn  •>.?  m  inport  not  factor. 

(j)  H'Chonls or  nrro volts  aor.  olocr  a  helipad 
for  a  single  helicopter  in  ..ig}:tly  wu'dod  oroni.  ir.  loss  than  If  cinutes. 
Thle  enhances  tho  un  ir.’  rrilility  is  sols-tinr  anconbly  areas. 

(2)  Other  3w(.  ■">!  iwsod  having  s-u  ere.1  application  aret 

i.a)  Arb.-ul.  uoirols  ..net  lev.-.  xl-Jt'.  .>v\  ova  artiiluy  frequencies 
ana  call  aigaa  jn  oo.se  they  ?.)?«  oo:.vu  .tea lions  with  thoir  ooupaay. 

(b)  Patrol?  :v\st  ■••  •,»  oxucv  loo-’.’  a:.  )i  other  patrols  cod 
olenante  of  their  ocnr.fiy. 

(c)  VC  Trcf.’hbee  stuvnX.u  not  b;  fixu  dcfonocs  unless  the 
ooupleto  trench  syuton  cat  be  oowpiodj  ovon  than.  units  mat  habitually 
dig  into  the  sirtoe  of  the  tr.uot  to  be  pretootod  fron  cr.ony  fire  down 
tho  trench  li.no. 

.1)  iS’I**!  ua-.t  v  •< ••  .  a'-  a  ;.lcr  .*,od  r.  ■  •  .-ov.-diaated  . . 

defease  in  depth  in  order  tc  uuJj.iodn  .'■j.oribili’.y., 

(a)  Platoon  if.ader?  vise  lose-  a.'rr.mici.td'i-.n  tc  f.hjir  squad 
3  ecu’ ore.  cust  novo  to  their  Cror.fc  linos  in  orlov  vo  isintain  control. 

(f)  Conpanios  eoparatod  f wc  t>ri.o  paruvt  unit  ovomight  met 
inoroaee  the  nunber  of  rogietorod  artll.Vv/  -one.,  r  tratione  to  insure 
that  all  sidoa  of  dofonsl.o  po doctors  cro  jovorod  by  artillery  and 
nortar  fire. 

(g)  Unite  met  have  an  alort  opoxatar  on  the  Brigade  end 
Battalion  conund  note  at  all  tines. 


<» 
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(h)  Vhoelod  vohioles  to  lnoluda  «.T  front  lino  anbulanoe, 
Bttotwuwt  and  o orgn  vohiolos  vara  yttddoally  unoiot*  during  operations 
on*  tha  typo  of  terrain  onoountored  la  this  opGc.ni  lcn. 

(i)  Thoro  it  conflict  botwoca  aoourato  end  tiosly  casualty 

reporting.  The  Brigade  6}  on  Info  tool  record  of  friendly 

casualties  baeod  on  opot  reports,  however  tho  Brlgado  81  mot  aorta 
M  the  official  aouroo.  Thu  coat  ooouroto  reports  oxo  obtained  froo 
tha  Division  i&  oasuolty  Branch,  however,  a  six  to  eight  hour  tine 
lag  mat  bo  anticipated, 

($)  Althoufdi  in  seat  oaaoa  PV'b  wore  evacuated  dlrootly  to  iho 
Bivisian  JW  ooepouad  in  bate  oar^>,  tho  attaohod  HP  platoon  mat  eatabliah 
a  Brigade  ooopound  at  tho  cdvtnoe  CP  aa  it  la  often  inpractioable  to 
evacuate  FV's  direotly  to  B.  vision, 

(k)  Oontterua  aomand  eqohaaia  on  spot  reports  la  a  neoceeity. 
Unit  sport  reports  ware  iaooqploto  in  ucagr  oaaos, SITftKPS  n>wt  Include 
auffioiant  dotaila  for  tho  preparation  of  tho  XH3TTIM  ci*l  Brlgado  SUMP. 

(l)  Uhon  reportin';  tu  Brigade,  all  unite  oust  uao  the 
Brigade  Brevity  Oodo,  not  thoir  own  unit  oodoa, 

(a)  Augean toti on  of  pareonnol  authorised  for  Iho  Brigade  3d 
aeotlon  Is  a  eaneldoraticn  in  view  of  tho  foot  that  control  of 
ro supply  holiooptore  in  tho  Base  Coop  area  ard  oontrol  of  'ho  forward 
Brijado  Trains  area  as  well  os  Sd  representation  at  the  forward  CP 
la  nctvdatoxy  and  thoro  cro  Jrauffioler.t  TOB  pereonwji  to  fulfill  these 
ro(juireawite  > 

(n)  Kanouvor  Battalions  should  carry  onpty  rioo  bags  with  thon 
during  operations  to  facilitate  ovocuvtion  of  oaptured  ri.to, 

(o)  Wien  National  Polioenon  or  Interpreters  ore  nttadbod  to 
a  unit  for  op<aa.tlunul  perpopos,  a  rice  aupplouont  to  thoir  dtot 
utilising  oapturod  rioo  etoako,  is  roccnr.'.nnded»  In  addition,  units . 
should  eharo  sri-.ll  sundry  pocket  itooo  j1<a  than  and  oaks  other,  speoiol 
effort*  to  have  tho.:  fool  •■■oloono.  Tbo  Hrtlrunl  Police  have  beau  of 
great  oasis tanoe  V-  ^s  vo-.to  in  aoporatinc  civil!  cr.e  iron  VO  or  VC 
euepoate. 
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HEADQUARTERS 

2D  BATTALION  2?TH  1KFANTKT 
(THE  WOLPttOUNDS) 

A?0.  US  Fora#*,  56225 

TLIBB-T  2?  April  1966 

SUBJECT*  Special  Summary  of  Aotlon  -  Con pan/  A,  24 
Battalion,  27tn  Infantry,  5  April  1966 
(Operation  CIRCLE  BINES) 


TOt...  See  Distribution' 


1.  Introduction. 

a*  On  tho  western  fringe*  of  the  HO  BO  WOODS 
in  VIETNAM,  on  tho  5th. day  of  April  196 6,  Company  A,  24 
Battalion,  of.  the  27th  Infantry  ’Wolfhound*1’  fought  a 
battle  far  more  important  than  the  mere  else  of  the 
element*  involved  might,  indioate  to  a  student  of  conven¬ 
tional  war.  Thle  was  the  firet.  time  the  Viet  Cong  massed 
and  risked  a  battalion  in  offeneive  combat  againet  r 
maneuver  element  of  eny  else  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division. 
Purthor,  the  attack  itself  was  a  classic  example  of  the 
offensive  taotlco  and  techniques  of  a  hard  core  Viet  Cong 
unit.  Clearly  implied  are  the  conditions  under  whioh  the 
enemy  is  willing  to  risk  deoieive  combat.  Equally  dear 
are  the  principles  of  war  emphasised  in  the  Viet  Cong  • 
taetloal  battle  of  annihilation  and  hie  methods  of  imple¬ 
menting  them.  The  Viet  Cong  obviouely  feel  that  in  their  .. 
baee  areas  like  the  HO  BO  WOODS,  where  they  can  m*ss  quickly 
units  of  At  least  battalion  site,  an  infantry  rifle  oompeny 
organised  in  a  hasty  defensive  position  offers  a  lucrative 
target  against  which  to  attempt  to  exploit  Mao's  axiom* 

"Fight  only  when  victory  is  certain".  The  following 
pri.no  Aple*  of  war  were  emphasised  by  the  Viet  .Cong* 

OBJECTIVE,  OFFENSIVE,  MASS,  MANEUVER,  and  3 UPRISE ,  Their 
attack  was  well  planned.  It  war  pref" ss tonally  and  aggreav 
eivdly  executed. 

b.  That  the  Viet  Cong  failed  to  achieve  their 
•■'nnihilatlon  objective  was  due  to  .the  fighting  qualities 
of  tn*  officer#  and  men  of  Company  A  and  the  superb  support 
of  the  iwt.  Battalion  of  the  8th  Artillery  and  little  elec. 

The  basic  ta^t.ior.l  deployment  of  the  oompany  wae  sound.  One 
oan  not  help  but  « sic  certain  questions.  Wae  tho  unit 
, prepared*  Within  tht  «oeclfic.  eet  of  oiroumetanoes  Imposed 
it  vasi  aa  this  special  rw**>rt  will  show.  In  faot  the  baelo 
information  herein  will  be  usen  t.o  support  a  nomination  for 
the  Valorous  Unit  Citation  for  Company  Were  the  individual 
officers  and  men  prepared*  Again,  they  v#n>  *nd  leadership 
and  valor  were  prevelant.  Nominations  for  two  osatingwlafaed 
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Itnloi  Crosses,  twenty-el  vh .  StiTvtv  ttbara*  and  alataan 
Bronao  Star*  br.va  baen  made  *•/  r  their  valor. 

The  splendid  aafensu  and  aggressive  reaction  of  tha  men 
against-  heavy  odd  a  turned  what  oould  have  baan  the 
..Annihilation  of  a  rifle  oompany  into  <*.  oostly  defeat  for 
;  tha  enemy*  Fleroe  hand  to  hand  fighting  took  plaoe  and 
tha  usual  foe  of  oonfuaion  of  oloso-ln  combat  axlatad. 
Hlatakaa  vara  also  made  on  both  oldta.  Fro®  tha  point  of 
via*  of  tha  defense*  there  vara  fav  gytv  lassons  learned* 

Our  ourrant  defensive  dootrlna  and  technique*'  ara  valid* 

'  Where  this  dootrlna  vas  vlolatad,  no  nattar  for  vhat  reason* 
or  hov  a?. ally  rational! sad*  tha  dafsnsa  vas  vaak*  Whore 
dootrlna  vas  follovtd,  tha  dafsnsa  vas  strone*  Buooasn  and 
failure  In  battla  ara  ralativa  things*  oft an  dlffloult  to 
evaluate  objectively*  and  unavoidably  Had  to  missions* 

.ooubat  povar*  raaouroaa*  and  amotions.  Company  A'a  dafansa 
vas  a  taotieal  victory.  Had  Company  A  roaotsd  differently,  * 
bad  the  soldiers  not  fought  in.  tha  highest  traditions  of 
infantryman*  nad  tha  "Wolfhounds'1  not  baan  supportad  in 
auparb  fasblo&lthalr  forvard  observer,  his  radio-telephone 
oparator  and  tba  artlllary  liaison' offloar  of  tba  let 
Battalion  of  tba  8th  Artillery*  tbo  ending  of  tho  Company  A 
'  "story  vail  oould  have  boon  diffSront*  A  stinging  dsfoat 
.  mthar  than  a  hard  fought  victory  oould.  hava  rasultad*  ' 

o*  This  papar  'summarises  tha  fragmentary  and  «it- 
uatlon  raporta  raoalvad  during  tha  notion*  tha  findings  of 
an  on  tha  ground  lnvaotlgation  shortly  aftor  enemy  oontaot 
va a  broken*  apd  anoompaaaaa  tba  taatimony  of  all  key  pers¬ 
onnel  and  many  individual  soldi a rs  vho  vara  at  varioua  kay 
looatlons  during  tba  battla*  Inoludad  ara  at at aments, 
hovivar*  vbioh  ara  naoatsarily  opinions  or  estimate*.  Soma 
events  ara  oloudad  by  tha  fog  of  b*ttla.  Soma  vitneasee  ara 
daad.  others  seriously  wound ad ,  and  thair  taatimony  not 
avalltblb  at  this  time.  for  thssa  raV.sons*  this  papsr 
ohnnot  be  oohsldsrad  a  final  historical  raport  oh  all-  aspaots 
of  tha  battloi  Tha  eonolusions  llstsd  in  paragraph'd* 
bovavt»r,'  ara  b*vaad  oh  o artful  study  and  svaluatlon  of  tba 
events  before,  during*  and  after  tha  attaok*  A  list  of 
kay  Isadora  is  attaohsd  at  XnolosUr#  2.  • 


a*  Tha  lnitial  .mlasion  of  Company  A  on  4  April 
vas  that  of  a  linear  blooklng  fdrba  across  tha  axis  of 
advanot-  of  tha  1st  Battalion*  69th  Amor  swooping  south 
tovard  TRUK*  LAP  (XT  584199  -  Hap  VISTKAN,  It 50, 000). 

Company  3,  still  out  of  supporting  dlatanoe  soma  3500  motors 
Vast*  vsia  involved  In  a  similar  mission  in  coordination  with 
tba  lft  Battalion  (Naohanisad)*  5th  Infantry*  It  vas  anvia- 
lotted  that  both  tha  armored  and  mtehanlsad  units  vould  pass 
through  tha  2d  Battalion*  27th  Infantry  alamanta  and  oloaa 

-  in  tha  vicinity  of  TRIAD  LAP  by  mld-or  lata  afternoon. 

Anting  orders  had  baan  issued  to  both  Companies  A  and  B  to 
ba  prepared  to  move  by  foot  to  an  Assembly  area  in  tha 

-  vicinity  of  tha.y*  ttu,ioo  command  post  looat"  %n  it  MUBDJLAP* 


o 
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4  V-"  and  then  prepare  fop  a  villa^o  *».n.re'a  operation  In  ths 

vlolnlty  of  XT  561?  commencing  At  1230  hour*  on  5  April*  . 

On  th*  ground  roconnaissanoe  had  b**n  completed  for  th* 
move  p.nd  th*  majority  of  th*  bulk  81mm  mortar  ammunition 
had  b*#n  relocated  to  th*  n»v  A***mbly  area*  Zn  fr.ot , 
throughout  th*  late  afternoon  th*  «ntlr*  troop  loading 
proo***  of  the  battalion  r.nd  oompnnle*  had  been  direoted 
at  th***  future  mission*. 

b.  The  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  oompleted  pass¬ 
es*  of  the  Company  A  line*  at  approximately  1600  hour*} 
however,  th*  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infa.ntry, 

to  the  north,  found  a  number  of  caches  that  took  additional 
time  to  investigate  and  extract.  Zn  late  afternoon,  th* 
meohanised  battalion  mad*  oontaet  with  a  Viet  Cong  foroo  of 
unknown  strength  approximately  4000  meter*  to  th*  north  and 
east  of  Company  B.  Two  personnel  carriers  ware  knooked  out, 
slowing  this  organisation's  progress  even  more.  At  approx¬ 
imately  1700  hours,  when  it  became  doubtful  that  the  meohanised 
battalion  would  oonplet*  its  sweep,  the  deolslon  was  made  by 
brigtdo  to  abort  future  missions  and  to  ha.ve  Companies  A  and 
B  establish  defensive  perimeters  in  the  vlolnlty  of  thtlr 
current  positions.  Battalion  recommended  that  the  companies 
be  aeeombled  In  the  vicinity  of  TRUNO  LA?  or  thAt  th*  unit* 
be  brought  within  supporting  distance  of  one  another  in  a 
battalion  peremeter  or  married  up  with  element*  of  th* 
mechanized  battalion.  As  darkness  fell,  the  units  of  the  1st 
Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  5th  Infantry  continued  to  push  on  to 
their  assembly  area  utilising  the  Illumination  provided  by  ft 
flare  ship.  Per  orders,  Company  A  had  established  a  nsw  and 
hasty  defensive  perimeter  approximately  1000  meters  south  of 
the  has*  it  had  occupied  the  night  before.  Company  B  again 
had  established  a  perimeter  approximately  3500  metere  west. 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  this  was  the  first  night 
Company  A  occupied  the  base  in  this  area.  The  assigned 
mission*  prevented  the  two  .  companies  of  th*  battalion 
fron  being  within  supporting  dlstanoe  of  eaoh  other. 

c.  Captain  Dillard  E.  Harrison  Jr.,  the  Commander  of 
Company  A,  established  a  defensive  perimeter  (XT  6022)  as 
depicted  in  Inclosure  1  (Blue  Flip).  The  defense  took  advant¬ 
age  of  a  series  of  existing  trench  lines  apparently  dug  by  the 
Viet  Cong  which  formed  a  rectangular  perlaeter.  Tne  company 
command  post  was  located  approximately  in  th*  middle  east 
portion  of  th#  perimeter  (XT  607227)  in  a  farm  house*  A  large 
storage  hole  existed  within  the  building,  a*  dla  the  usual 
covered  bomb  shelter.  The  company  was  required  by  battalion 
order  to  establish  two  ambushes.  Per  BOP  caoh  oonsisted  of 
one  rifle  squad,  a  light  machine  gun  team,  and  r.  forward 
observer.  The  company  oommander  decided  that  two  platoons 
would  eaoh  establish  one  ambush,  and  h*  further  eleetsd  to 
loonte  the  ambush  sites  close  to  his  perimeter  (XT  £15228, 

XT  607 230  -  Blue  Flip).  An  aid  man  accompanied  th*  ambush 
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petrol  from  the  1st  Platoon ,  ?;»»  i:i  r.toon  Lender  decided 

that  the  aid  nan  could  best  ..woc-ipiisu  hie  mission  by 
remaining  within  the  platoon  defensive  position*  Nortal'50Jf 
elert  was  maintained  In  the  defensive  positions*  A  stand-to 
was  planned  for  0515  hours  5  April. 

d.  Tha  first  sign  of  enemy  activity  In  the  Oompeny 
A  area  ooourred  when  the  forward  air  controller  flying  In 
support  of  tho  let  Battalion  (Meohanized),  5th  Infantry 
reoelved  automatic  weapons  fire  at  1900  hours  from  XT  597225, 
approximately  900  meters  west  of  the  company  position* 

Battalion  directed  that  the  company  cheok  this  area  out.  At 
1920  hours,  the  company  commander  dispatched  Staff  Sergeant 
Vincent  Napier's  ambush  patrol,  which  was  prepared  to  move 
out,  giving  It  the  additional  mission  of  sweeping  the  area 
from  whloh  tho  forward  air  controller  received  fire*  At  1945 
hours,  while  on  this  swesp,  the  patrol 'leader  reported  seeing 
three  unarmed  Viet  Cong  suspeots*  One  of  them  was  captured* 

The  oaptured  man  had  attempted  to  esoape  when  he  saw  a  maneuver 
element  of  the  patrol  approaching,  but  was  oaught  when  he  ran 
into  one  of  the  patrol's  aoourity  elements*  (This  suspeot 
was  latsr  killed  when  he  attempted  to  esoaps  just  prior  to  the 
main  Viet  Cong  nttaok  on  the  oompany  position.. )  The  patrol 
then  returned  the  suspect  to  the  company,  gav6  a  negative 
report  on  finding  any  automatic  weapon  position,  and  continued 
on  to  the  preplanned  ambueh  site.  (Potted  position,  Blue  Flip) 

e*  The  seoond  action  in  the  Company  A  area  before  tbs 
Viet  Cong  main  attaok  was-  at  approximately  2110  hourB .  Three 
Viet  Cong  were  seen  In  front  of  tha  eastern  portion  of  the 
psremeter  through  a  starlight  device  and  one  was  klllod  by  a 
rifle. 


f.  At  approximately  2120  hours,  Sergeant  Napier's 
ambush  patrol  in  tho  north,  shortly  aft6r  their  arrival  in  tha 
vlolnity  of  the  ambush  position,  observed  four  Viet  Cong  corns 
toward  them  from  tha  rear.  They  took  the  Viet  Cong  under 
fire*  A  cheok  of  the  area  revealed  no  bodies  or  weapons* 

The  patrol  received  permission  from  Captain  Harrison  to  shift 
approximately  100  to  150  meters  west  of  the  original,  site* 

(XT  606225  Solid  Oolor  Position,  Blue  Flip). 

g*  Shortly  after  the  eastern  ambueh  patrol,  led  by 
Staff  Sergeant  John  P.  Morgan,  Jr*,  heard  the  firing  from  the 
northern  ambush  patrol,  they  spotted  six  men  moving  quickly 
to  the  east*  Vhon  these  suspected  Viet  Cong  moved  out  Into 
the  rice  paddles,  they  were  engaged  by  fire**  Some  appeared 
to  drop*  Sergeant  Morgan  took  two  other  men  forward  to  Inves¬ 
tigate  ,  found  nothing,  and  proceeded  aorosa  the  open  field  to 
the  next  wOodline  to  the  east  in  hopes  of  making  oontact 
again*  As  this  group  approaohed  the  woodline  they  heard,  sounds 
of  a  large  number  of  men  moving  through  the  woods.  Sergeant 
Morgan  engaged  this  movement  briefly  with  .fire,  and  fearing  an 
ambush  of  his  small  group,  withdrew  to  the  established  patrol 
position*  He  then  brought 'artillery  fire  on  the  suspeoted 
enemy  position. 
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to.  The  next  algal  f  nt  notion*  in  the  Oompany  A 
area  occurred  early  the  next  morning,  •  at  approximately  0410 
hour*.  Ttoey  ooeurred  only  a  few  minute*  before  the  coord¬ 
inated  Viet  Cong  r.f'in  attaek  was  initiated,  and  happened 
eimultnneouely  at  both  Ambush  sites.  (All  the  remaining 
events  ooourred  virtually  together  on  nil  flanks  and  are 
depicted  by  ths  Rod  Flip.) 

(1)  At  0410  hours,  Sergeant  Napier’s  ambush 
patrol  in  the  north  sighted  an  cstinntod  100  Viet  Oong  moving 
in  n  oolumn  of  two’s  from  the  north  direotly  toward  their 
position.  Another  estimated  100  Viet  Cong  in  a  oolumn  of 
three's  were  observed  moving  toward  the  patrol  on  a  trail 
from  the  northwest.  Smaller  site  Viet  Cong  units  wore  also 
seen  moving  to  the  east  and  west.  The  enemy  troops  appeared 
to  be  wearing  fatigues  and  helmet  llnors.  Sergeant  Napier 
and  his  men  were  able  to  make  aocurate  estimates  of  the  number 
of  Viet  Cong  due  to  the  bright  moonlight,  and  beoause  the  Viet 
Cong  wero  moving  in  oolumn  formations  with  little  interval 
between  men.  The  patrol  opened  fire  with  its  maohineguns  and 
all  other  weapons  at  the  two  1-rgc  groups.  The  ambush  was  a 
oompleto  surprise  and  Vist  Cong  began  falling  faster  than  the 
patrol  leader  could  count.  The  Viet  Cong  made  a  hasty  with-  . 
drawal  into  what  cover  was  available  and  returned  fire.  During 
a  slight  lull  in  ths  oontaot,  the  patrol  loader  observed  16 
bodies  in  the  open  field  to  his  front.  The  patrol  then  attemp¬ 
ted  to  withdraw  to  the  company  perimeter,  but  Viet  Cong  fire 
was  intense  and  began  eoming  from  all  directions.  The  patrol 
continued  to  fire  alternately  north  and  eouth  by  Jumping  from  . 
one  aide  of  a  rice  paddy  dike  to  the  other.  Although  the 
patrol  carried  approximately  a  triple  basic  load  of  ammunition 
(36  magazines  for  each  ML4S2  rifle,  300  rounds  for  each  M16 
rifle,  six  hand  grenade b  for  each  man,  2000  rounds  for  the  M60 
machinegun),  ammunition  ran  low.  Sergeant  Napier  attempted 
to  contact' the  company  commander,  but  had  no  success.  Almost 
immediately  after  the  patrol  initiated  their  action,  a  heavy 
volume  of  firing  wr.B  heard  to  their  rear  from  the  entire  peri¬ 
meter.  The  Viet  Cong  finally  broke  contact  with  the  patrol  and 
Sergeant  Napier  then  moved  his  patrol  approximately  50  meters 
to  the  south  and  took  cover  from  grazing  fire  in  several  holes 
near  a  house.  He  could  not  oontact  the  oompany  command  poet 
and  thought  perhaps  ths  company  had  beon  annihilated.  Later 
around  0540  hours,  after  the  Viet  Cong  broke  the  main  contact 
Sergeant  Napier's  patrol  observed  about  60  Viet  Cong  withdrawing 
into  what  appeared  to  be  an  assembly  area.  The  limited  amount 
of  M16  rifle  ammunition  remaining  and  the  belief  that  they  were 
the  sole  survivors  of  the  company  made  the  patrol  members 
roluotant  to  open  firs.  They  did  fire  th3ir  K79s  and  throw 
hand  grenados,  however,  and  the  patrol  leader  called  an  artill¬ 
ery  firo  olselon  on  and  around  the  target  area.  •  From  the 
beginning  and  throughout  the  aotion,  the  patrol  heard  the  Viet 
Cong  wounded  screaming  and  moaning  in  their  seotor.  After  the 
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Viet  Cong  withdrew,  the  patrol  A  -.;  -.o.jr  vp.c  finr.lly  Able  to 
oontnot  the  eompany  commander.  f.eig«tt*.nt  I'fr’.piar  was  advised  he 
oould  return  or  remain  where  he  was.  He  remained  in  hie 
poeltion  until  daylight  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  being 
mistaken  for  Viet  Cong  and  to  beep  hie  aen  under  oover  bceeuss 
of  the  heavy  volume  of  artillery  fire*  During  the  notion,  one 
ann  in  the  patrol  was  killed*  There  were  no  other  casualties* 

(2)  At  0410  hours.  Sergeant  Morgan's  patrol  on 
the  east  observed  approximately  70  Viet  Oong  suddenly  appear 
from  the  brush  into  the  open  area  to  the  patrol's  rear  and 
move  toward  the  company  perimeter*  The  Viet  Cong  were  loo&ted 
between  the  patrol  and  friendly  front  lines  so  the  patrol  was 
ordered  not  to  fire  for  fear  of  hitting  their  own  men  In  the 
perimeter*  The  Viet  Oong  were  moving  in  a  file  from  the  south* 
east*  They  wore  mixed  uniforms*  They  appeared  to  know  where 
the  oompeny  was  looated,  but  were  oblivious  of  the  patrol*  The 
patrol  radioed  baok  the  Information,  but  as  they  made  oontaot 
on  the  radio,  the  Viet  Cong  attaoked  the  perimeter.  Artillery 
and  mortar  fire  were  oalled  into  the  area  and  the  patrol  hoard 
the  Viet  Cong  scream  and  moan  in  the  violnlty  of  whore  the 
rounds  were  falling* 


3* .  The,  Mftln.  Attest 

a*  lBt  Platoon,  Commanded  by  First  Lieutenant  Jim 
H.  Brogdon. 

(l)  The  platoon  oooupied  the  northeast  and  half  of 
the  east  oriented  portion  of  the  oompany  perimeter  (Blue  Flip')* 
Defensive  positions  oooupied  wore  a  portion  of  the  existing 
Viet  Cong  trench  network*  This  platoon  consisted  of  40  men* 

A  total  of  23  were  in  the  two  squads  occupying  the  trenches; 
Sergeant  Morgan's  reinforced  squad  made  up  the  eastern  ambush 
patrol  approximately  275  meters  to  the  front* 


(2)  Earlier  In  tho  evening  at  2200  hours  on  4 
April,  the  platoon  observed,  with  the  starlight  devioe,  three 
men  moving  from  eouth  to  north  aoross  the  front.  They  were 
taken  under  fire.  Possibly  one  Viet  Oong  was  killed.  The 
Iplatoon  leader,  Lieutenant  Brogdon,  looking  baok  at  this 
lnoldent,  feels  these  Viet  Oong  were  probably  a  reoonn&lssanoe 
element  or  guides* 


(3)  At  approximately  0410  hours  on  5  April,  four 
Viet  Cong  were  observed  to  the  east*  These  Viet  Cong  appeared 
to  be  indicating  where  they  wanted  others  to  deploy.  In  a  few 
momenta ,  between  20  and  40  Viet  Oong  appeared*  Perhaps  they 
were  later  relnforoed.  The  platoon  opened  fire  Just  ers  the 
Viet  Cong  deployed  ae  skirmishers*  Friendly  fire  was  aoourate 
and  heavy  and,  initially,  the  Viet  Cong  advanoe  wav  stopped 
about  15  meters  short  of  the  trenob  line*  The  Viet  Oong  employed 
STtam  reooilless  rifle,  maohlnegun,  and  mortar  fire*  Ttudr 
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fir*  was* oonoentrated  on  the  p'rt.i  .  nnohinegun  position  and 
the  platoon  oonmand  post.  Max'  : .V  .  ianda  war*  also  flr*d  by 
the  Viet  Cong.  A  few  of  the  enemy  reached  the  trenoh  and  fired 
down  Its  length  and  threw  hand  grenades.  The  attaok  was 
direoted  against  the  flanks  of  the  platoon.  Platoon  to  squad 
and  platoon  to  company  communications  were  solely  wire.  The 
only  platoon  radio  was  with  the  ambush  patrol.  The  wire 
oommunloatlons  Immediately  went  out,  apparently  out  by  the  many 
mortar  rounds,  M79  rounds,  and  grenades  firod  by  the  Viet  Oong. 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  during  the  early  moments  of  the 
battle,  the  Viet  Cong  assault  consisted  almost  exclusively  of 
grenades  and  mortar  fire.  The  Viet  Cong  then  followed  up  with 
an  all  out  charge.  The  6nomy  obviously  knew  the  defensive 
system  well.  Their  assault  finally  carried  them  into  the 
trench  Itself  where  the  battlo  turned  into  individual  hand  to 
hand  combat.  One  Viet  Cong  was  observed  with  a  machete  attacking 
a  wounded  US  soldier.  The  attacker  k&3  shot  and  killed.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Brogdon  ordered  what  few  men  were  left  to  withdraw  from 
the  trench  and  establish  a  now  line  within  his  assigned  seotor 
about  25  meters  from  the  trenoh.  When  this  order  was  given, 
Lieutenant  Brogdon  could  only  aeoount  for  five  men.  Others 
later  drifted  into  this  new  defensive  line  as  they  realised  the 
line  had  shifted.  The  platoon  continued  to  fire  until  the  Viet 
Cong  broke  contact.  A  bugle  was  sounded  In  the  north  at  0530 
hours  and  the  Viet  Cong  withdrew.  The  platoon  remained  in  their 
hasty  defensive  positions  until  ordered  to  withdraw  further  to 
the  rear  to  occupy  a  portion  of  a  new  and  smaller  company  peri¬ 
meter.  The  platoon  suffered  four  killed  and  12  wounded.  Ten 
men  in  the  defensive  position  were  not  casualties;  seven  of  these 
were  In  the  trenohes.  The  platoon  leader,  platoon  sergeant  and 
medic  were  In  the  platoon  command  post. 

b.  2d  Platoon,  Commanded  by  Second  Lieutenant  Robert 

Duffle. 

(1)  The  platoon  defended  the  northwest  and  upper 
west  portion  of  the  company  defensive  perimeter  (Blue  Flip). 

The  fortifications  occupied  again  consisted  of  an  existing 
Viet  Cong  trench  network.  Sergeant  Napier's  reinforced  squad 
from  this  platoon  was  occupying  an  ambush  position  about  1*>0 
meters  to  the  north.  The  platoon  strength  in  the  defensive 
was  twenty- five. 

(2)  At  approximately  0420  hours  on5  April,  the 
platoon  came  under  attack  from  the  north  and  west.  The  first 
position  hit  was  the  right  flank  where  it  tied  in  with  the  let 
Platoon.  Here  they  were  heavily  grenad6d  and  their  position 
was  soon  overrun  by  Viet  Cong  who  moved  down  the  trenoh  to  the 
east.  The  platoon  then  started  evacuating  the  wounded  to  the 
platoon  command  poet.  Simultaneously  with  the  initial  attack 
from  the  north,  more  Viet  Cong  launehed  an  attack  from  the  west, 
moving  across  the  open  paddy  walking  quickly  in  an  upright 
position.  This  group  employed  at  least  one  m&ohinegun,  but 

for  the  most  part,  fired  rifle  grenades  or  threw  hand  grenades. 
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Vh»  platoon  returned  fire  wir.. .  vs  upons-,  exoept  Its'  vemr.lnlng 
mo  hi  ne  gun  whioh  malfunctioned  aitbi*  firing  three  or  four  rounds* 
Several  attejnpte  to  correct  thla  stoppage  were  unsuooescful* 

Later  analytic  Indicates  thin  mi/hinegun  wao  put  out  of  action  by 
enemy  fire*  Much  Viet  Con;;  ncatilng  oculd  bo  heard  during  the  lulls 
In  firing*  Lieutenant  Duffle  louv.  oontaot  with  his  squads  on  ths 
left  and  right  and  his  patrol,.  Radio  communications  were  epotty 
and  .  the  company  command  post  was  hard  to  oontaot*  After  the 
Initial  Intense  fire  fight,  the  platoon  leader  feared  that  tha 
company  had  been  badly  chewed  up  and  that  the  small  element  with 
him  waa  among  the  few  men  that  wer*  left*  Much  ammunition  had  been 
fired  and  attempts  to  get  artlllory  fire  on  the  west  were  delayed 
beoauee  of  targets  on  the  north,  bast  and  couth  portions  of  the 
perimeter.  Reports  form  the  company  command  post  oonoerning  ths 
situation  In  other  areas  of  the  company  ware  nonexistent*  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Duffle  did  not  ask  for  4,2  aoriar  firs  beoause  he  assumed 
this  would  be  called  by  his  compare  commander  in  response  to  hia 
request  for  fire.  The  northern  portion  of  the  platoon  defense  had 
been  reduoed  to  one  single  unwounded  rifleman.  The  platoon  leader 
held  his  position  until  finally  informed  by  the  oompany  oommander 
that  the  company  was  withdrawing  and  establishing  a  new  perimeter* 
The  2d  Platoon  was  ordered  to  man  the  eastern  portion*  The  troops 
manning  the  trench  line  on  the  west  of  the  original  perimeter  were 
simply  to  do  an  about  face*  This  was  done  at  approximately  0530* 
The  platoon  suffered  three  killed,  including  one  man  who  waa  guard¬ 
ing  a  prisoner. in  the  1st  Platoon  area,  and  eight  wounded*  Its 
foxhole  strength  within  the  oompany  after  the  battle  was  14  men* 

o.  3d  Platoon,  Commanded  by  Seoond  Lieutenant  Thomas 

Blevins • 

(1)  The  platoon  ooeupied  the  lower  east  and  south¬ 
east  portion  of  the  company  perimeter  (Blue  Flip)*  The  fortific¬ 
ations  ooeupied  by  the  troops  consisted  of  the  existing  Viet  Cong 
trench  network*  Its  strength  was  36  men* 

(2)  At  approximately  0420  hours  on  5  April,  the 
platoon  came  under  heavy  fire  from  lta  left  flank,  at  the  coord¬ 
ination  point  with  the  1st  Platoon*  A  machlnegun  waa  looated  In 
this  position,  whioh  along  with  tho  other  woapons  in  the  position 
returned  fire.  A  hall  of  mortar  and  grenade  fire  quickly  rendered 
all  of  the  troops  on  that  flank  casualties*  The  maohlnegun  was 
kept  in  oonetant  action*  with  all  men  around  him  wounded  or  dead 
and  only  70  rounds  of  ammunition  lsft,  the  gunner  made  his  way  to 
the  let  Platoon  oemmand  poet  where  he  was  killed  shortly  after 
reaching  that  position*  After  cheoking  hia  squads  following  the 
Initial  assault,  Lieutenant  Blevins  was  severely  wounded  by  * 

.hall  of  rifle  grenades  in  the  vlolnlty  of  the  nearby  oompany 
•oaaand  poet.  Lieutenant  Blevins  later  died  of  wounds*  He  had 
attempted  to  report  his  platoon's  statue  and  get  further  instruc¬ 
tions*  The  Platoon  Sergeant*  Staff  Sergeant  Luis  Mejias,  then  took 
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radio  and  moved  from  the  platoon  oonmand  post  location  to  tbs 
dsfenslvs  trench,  establishing  physical  oontaot,  and  dlreotlug 
the  defense  by  moving  from  man  to  man.  The  other  maohinegun 
orgftnl o  to  the  platoon  kept  constant  fire  on  the  Viet  Oong 
attacking  from  the  south,  who  were  supported  by  heavy  ottam 
mortar  fire  against  the  company  ootamand  post,  (Red  Flip, 
southern  portion).  The  Viet  Ceng  also  employed  a  57mm  reooil- 
lose  rifle  against  this  position,  possibly  the  eaae  weapon 
used  against  the  1st  Platoon.  A  Viet  Cong  maohlnogun  engaged 
the  platoon's  machinegur..  The  3d  Squad  Loader,  Sergeant 
Richard  F.  Ritoh  Jr. ,  called  artillery  fire  to  his  eaet  and 
eouth  olose-in  to  the  platoon  position.  The  Viet  Gong  mortart  • 
were  finally  silenced  by  artillery  fire.  Many  men  reoall  hear* 
lng  th3  Viet  Cong  shoutins  orders,  moaning,  weeping,  and  argue*  - 
ing  a.fter  the  artillery  fire.  The  platoon  never  left  the  trenoh' 
and  apparently  never  received  the  order  to  withdraw.  Viet  Oong 
attempted  to  get  into  the  trench  from  the  south  by  way  of  an 
unoccupied  continuation  of  the  existing  trench  network.  Constant 
friendly  fire  down  this  tronch  system  halted  them.  A  whistle 
was  blown  at  approximately  0525  hours,  which  was  followed,  in  a 
few  minutes  by  a  bugle  to  the  south.  The  platoon  readied  itself 
for  what  it  thought  would  be  a  last  defense  against  a  human  wavs 
attack.  What  little  ammunition  remained  was  distributed*  The 
Viot  Cong  started  to  break  contact,  however,  shortly  after  the 
bugle  was  sounded.  Artillery  and  tho  platoon's  machlnegun  fire 
continued  causing  more  Viet  Cong  casualties  during  their  with¬ 
drawal  to  the  south.  Communications  with  the  oompany  command 
post  again  were  almost  nonexistant.  Communications  between  the 
platoon  and  squads  was  accomplished  by  personal  liaison  by  the 
platoon  sergeant.  No  radio  or  wire  was- used.  The  platoon 
suffered  Oho  killed  and  13  wounded,  two  of  whom  later  *ied  of 
wounds.  After  the  attack,  24  men  were  not  casualties. 

d.  8inn  Mortar  Section,  Commanded  by  First  Lieutenant 

Wilburn  L.  Whitten. 

The  8imn  Mortar  Section  was  located  In  the  southern 
portion  of  the  company  porl meter.  Because  of  minimum  range 
limitations,  the  mortars  wore  unable  to  fire  elose  defensive 
fires  or  barrage  data.  On  one  occasion,  they  fired  in  support 
of  ~r  ambush  patrol.  Because  of  earlier  plans  to  move  into  r  •' 
br.ttr..-j.on  perimeter  that  evening,  most  of  the  bulk  mortar  11  *  * 
ammunition  had  been  taken  out  by  helicopter.  For  the  same 
foason,  the  mortar  pits  wars  very  hastily  dug*  The  mortara 
oould  not  be  manned  during  the  attack  because  of  the  intense 
grazing  fire  coming  into  the  3d  Platoon  position  from  the  south* 
Tho  section  occupied  positions  to  the  roar  of  the  3d  Platoon 
and  prepared  to  engage  the  enemy  as  infantry  with  their  small 
arms  fire  if  the  Viet  Cong  broke  through.  When  the  oompany 
.withdrew  into  the  new  perimeter,  the  seotion  took  its1  mortars 
to  tho  now  location.  No  casualties  were  suffered. 
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e.  Company,  BattP 11 on,  and  Brigade  Oomaand  Pott*. 

The  company  command  poet  wn *  located  oenter  Met 
within  the  oonpany  perimeter  (Blue  Flip).  The  battalion  end 
brigade  oomnand  poet  were  oollooatod  in  the  violnity  of  TRUN1 
LAP  approximately  2000  meter*  to  the  southwest  of  the  oompanjr 
perimeter.  At  *'oproximatoly  0420  hours  on  5  April,  Captain 
Harrison,  the  oonpp.ny  oonmander,  reported  to  the  battalion 
oomaand  post  that  he  was  being  probed,  had  two  men  lightly 
wounded  and  requested  illumination.  Immediate  approval  wae 
granted  and  the  4.2  inch  mortars  began  firing  the  illumination 
mission.  A  flr.ro  ship  was  also  requested  by  battalion  and 
approved  by  brigad?.  The  company  was  so  informed.  This  report# 
as  were  all  earlier  contacts  and  all  subsequent  reports  to  the 
battalion  oomaand  post,  was  relayed  immediately  to  the  brigade 
ooomand  post.  At  0430  hours,  the  oorap-vey  commander  reported 
the  tempo  of  the  enemy  small  rrra  and  mortar  fire  increasing. 
Artillery  was  asked  by  battalion  to  turn  the  oounter-nortar 
radar  vector  in  support  of  the  company.  The  oompnny  oomaander 
wee  advised  to  keep  oonatant  artillery  falling  around  his 
perimeter.  No  estimate  of  tho  size  of  the  enemy  foroe  oould 
be  given.  At  approximately  0435  hours,  Captain  He.rrison 
reported  that  he  apparently  had  many  wounded,  but  no  one  was 
known  to  have  boon. killed.  Captain  Harrison  further  reported 
that  ho  and  his  artillery  forward  observer,  Staff  Sergeant 
John  MoNlokol,  were  wounded,  that  being  tho  reason  for  a  mom¬ 
entary  loss  of  oontnet  on  both  the  artillery  fire  direction 
and  battalion  command  nets.  He  requested  personnel  oarrler* 
to  evacuate  his  seriously  wounded.  Brigade  approved  the  use 
of  throe  personnel  carriers  available  from  the  supporting 
artillery,  and  aotion  was  begun  to  assemble  thorn.  At  0500  hours, 
the  company  oomaander  reported  he  was  again  under  attack.  The 
battalion  commander  in  effect  had  no  reserve  other  than 
artillery  duo  to  the  disposition  of  tho  two  companies  out  of 
supporting  distance.  Thus  he  recommended  to  the  brigade  comman¬ 
der  that  th6  brigade  reserve  be  alerted  and  also  requested  that 
the  Reconnaissance  Platoon  of  the  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized), 

5th  Infantry  accompany'  the  three  personnel's  “protection  and  an 
immediate  reaotion  force.  Battalion  war  unable  to  get  an  aocu-  ‘ 
rate  estimate  of  the  situation,  the  size  -*of  the  enemy  foroe,  or 
how  the  defense  was  holding.  At  approximately  0515  hours, 
Captain  Harrison  reported  he  had  many  men  wounded  and  some  kill¬ 
ed.  At  0525  hours,  Company  B  was  ordered  by  battalion  to  be 
prepared  to  assist  Company  A  on  order.  Brigade  informed  the 
battalion  that  the  reconnaissance  platoon  would  be  ready  to  go 
at  flret  light.  At  0530  hours,  tho  company  commander  reported 
that  the  main  attack  had  ceased  and  that  he  was-  receiving  only 
•poredlo  small  arm*  and  mortar  fire.  Captain  Harrison  also 
informed  battalion  that  he  was  regrouping  into  a  smaller  peri¬ 
meter  and  he  needed  the  personnel  carriers  for  medioel  evacua¬ 
tion,  as  a  landing  zone  for  aerial  evacuation  could  not  be 
•soured  at  that  time.'  At  0545  hour*,  a  report  va§  received 
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from  brigade  that  the  flRre  ship  was  on  station  and  a  forwarl 
alp  oontrollsr  vas  uJ  rboi'ne .  Tho  company  commander  was  the  a 
inatruoted  to  turn  the  oompany  over  to  his  exeoutlve  offioor* 

First  Lieutenant  James  T.  Goff,  so  that  he  oould  receive 
medical  attention*  At  approximately  0550  hours*  the  forward 
air  oontroller  reported  reoeiving  fire  from  the  area*  northeast 
of  Company  A' a  position.  Battalion  requested  and  reoeived  an 
artillery  mission  on  this  looation*  At  approximately  U535  hours* 
battalion  directed  the  oompany  to  beep  firing  artillery  all 
around  the  perimeter  and  on  likely  avenues  of  esoape  for  the 
Viet  Cong*  Also,  several  likely  areas  were  seleoted  and  fire 
missions  oalled  by  the  battalion  artillery  liaison  offloer*  At 
0600  hours*  the  reeonnaissanos  platoon  and  the  three  peraonnel 
carriers  departed  for  the  Company  A  area  with  the  battalion  S3 
and  five  aid  men.  The  battalion  commander  went  airborne  in  an 
OH-23  at  0600  hours  to  guide  the  column  in  the  growing  light. 

The  battalion  surgeon  was  dlrsoted  to  sstabllsh  an  emsrgenoy  aid 
station  at  tha  airstrip  at  TRUNO  LAP.  At  0650  houra,  the  reoon- 
nalsssnos  platoon  with  the  personnel  oarriers  arrived  in  the 
Company  A  location.  The  reoonnalssanoe  platoon  immediately 
conducted  a  sweep  through  the  company  position  without  Viet  Cong 
contaot  and  established  a  blocking  position  approximately  300 
meters  to  the  east  of  the  oompany  perimeter*  The  landing  sons 
was  secured  by  Company  A  at  approximately  0630  hours  and  Dbstoff 
medical  evacuation  commenced  at  0700  hours,  supplemented  by  other 
helioopters  in  support  of  brigade*  Company  A  had  nine  killed 
and  45  wounded  in  the  battle.  Three  men,  including  the  3d 
Platoon  Leader,  later  died  of  wounds.  The  company  was  oooupying 
the  positions  to  which  they  had  withdrawn  after  the  main  attaok. 
Both  patrols  were  still  in  the  violnity  of. their  respective 
ambush  sites*  During-  this  period*  the  wounded  were  treated  and 
evacuated.  The  dead  were  placed  in  one  of  the  personnel  carriers, 
Battalion  ordered  the  remaining  men  baok  to  the  violnity  of  their 
original  perimeter  to  polioe  the  battlefield  of  both  US  and  Viet 
Cong  bodies*  equipment*  and  documents*  Leaders  researched  and 
attempted  to  reconstruct  the  battle  on  the  ground  for  the  benefit 
of  the  brigade  and  battalion  commanders*  Airborne  observers 
cearohed  with  negative  results  for  any  signs  of  the  withdrawing 
Viet  Cong  foroe  and  artillery  fire  missions  were  fired  on  likely . 
avenues  of  escape  to  the  north  and  east.  At  1050  hours,  Company 
B,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised)*  5th  Infantry  arrived  in  the  anrea 
and  was  attached  upon  arrival  to  the  2d  Battalion,  27th  Infantry. 
The  mechanized  company  was  instructed  to  sweep  east  and  north  in 
search  of  the  Viet  Cong.  The  searah  was  oonduoted  with  negative 
contaot.  Large  pools  of  blood  and  discarded  bandages  wars  found 
in  many  areas.  Upon  completion  of  the  sweep*  the  mechanised 
oompany  oocuplsd  a  blocking  position  to  the  north  in  the  violnity 
of  XT  604240.  Company  A  reported  all  personnel  aooounted  for 
and  all  maohineguns  on  hand*  but  the  status  of  other  small  arms 
was  doubtful  at  the  time  and  an  aoourate  report  oould  not  be 
made*  At  approximately  1100  hours*  Company  B  was  airlifted  to 
the  area  and  oooupied  the  original  perimeter*  Company  B  then 
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oonduoted  a  ?v/;uh  i^.tha  tatfclo  ares-  ooverl ,iv;c- 

imately  1000  meters  r.c  t.ie  front  ox'  hll  position*#  Oen^.,:.^  4 
mi  extracted  by  haliecpwcr  at  appi'oximately  1150  hours  uni 
returned  to  the  baae  arc**  at  OU  CHI,  At  1200  hours ,  the 
reoonnaleeeno*  platoon,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  iM’antry 
waa  dataohad  on  brigade  ardor  and  returned  to  TF.uNG  LAP.  The 
paraonnal  oarrlara  alao  returned  oarryiti^  t.hs  TJS  deuu  and 
Viet  Cong  and  US  aqulpaeht.  Tima  prohibited  Company  b  from 
completing, th*  eearoh^aetail.  This  oonpauy  waa  airlifted  to 
tha  baaa  araa  commencing  at  1400  hours.  Compauy  B,  lat  Battal¬ 
ion  (Haohanlaad) ,  5th  Infantry  seourad  the  leading  gone  for  tha 
extraotlon  of  this  battalion’s  Company  B  and  than  reverted  to 
brigade  oontrol.  Tha  battalion  oomuander  and  S3  returned  to 
base  araa  in  an  0H-23  after  the  laot  lift  of  Company  B  was 
airborne.  At  approximately  1500  hours,  the  battalion  vohiouler 
elements  returued  In  a  brigade  controlled  oonvoy  to  the  base 
area. 


a.  Viet  Cong  Unite.  An  analyst*  of  ea-ptured  d&uiwieati 
reveals  the  enemy  whloh  oonduoted  the  attaok  against  Company 
A  probably  waa  the  lat  Battalion,  165  A  (Main  Foroe)  Regiment.* 
Prior  to  the  aotlon,  Ordsr  of  Battls  information  on  this  bat¬ 
talion  lndloated  that  it  consisted  of  three,  companies  with  an 
estimated  strength  of  400.  The  unit  was . estimated  armed  with 
the  following  weapons  and  equipment > 

NOMENCLATURE  QUANTITY 

II)  fiOmm  Hortare  5  • 

2  8 1mm  MOrtara  3 

3  50  oal  Maohinegun*  2 

4  50  oal  Antlalroraft  Suns  5 

5)  12.7mm  Maohinegun*  4 

6)  30  oal  Maohineguns  4 

7)  Submachine  Guns  10 

o)  57mm  Rsooilless  Rifles  7 

•.  (9)  Grenada  Launohers  3 

(10)  PRC-10  Radi  or  3 


The  mixture  of  uni forme  worn  by  the  attacking 
foroe  indioate  perhaps  the  unit  was  reinforoed  for  th*  attaok 
with  a  local  guerrilla  foroe  and/or  element*  of  the  2d  Battalion, 
165  A  Regiment  whioh  had  reportedly  operated  in  oonjunotlon 
with  the  lat  Battalion,  165  A  Regiment  on  other  oooaslons. 

b.  Viet  Cong  Casual tie*.  Th*  search  looated  30  Viet 
Cong  bodies.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  th*  number  of  Viet 
Cong  that  were  aotually  killed  or  serlouily  wounded.  Many  pools 
of  blood,  bloodstained  bandages,  and  places  of  bodies  were 
found  in  virtually  all  tb*  a  rear  around  th*  perimeter.  Un¬ 
usually  heavy  Viet  Cong  casualties  were  indicated  in  t.he  areas 
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la  front  of  the  lot  Plctiori  position  cu  tVo  oast  and  the  killing 
ton*  of  th*  2d  Platoon  Anon^h  petrol  x\\  -he  no^h.  81 gnif Joint¬ 
ly  ,  no  bodl*«  wore  found  ir.  the  “f  clnlty  ol  tn'o  a non oh  patrol, 
but  toll-tale  eigne  ouoh  no  brains  and  intorael  organs  indicated 
that  many  Viet  Cong  wer*  serious  capualtiet .  Trailo  In  tho  dirt 
■bowed  where  bodies  had  been  dragged  away.  Artillery  five  on 
llkoly  Viet  Oong  withdrawal  routos  beyond  the  eor.roh  area  undoub¬ 
tedly  lnoreaeed  tholr  casualtios.  In  addition  to  the  30  VC  i 
bodies  found,  an  estimate  of  40  moro  KIA  was  made.  Ve  bellows 
though,  that  VO  casualties  vers  two  or  throo  tines  that  number,  . 

o.  Viet  Oong  Arne  and  Equipment.  Spent  shell  plloa 
indicated  that  naohineguna  were  uacd.  In  the  Viet  Cong  attaok  on 
all  aides  of  the  perinoter.  Llnkod  ammunition  and.  drum  maga¬ 
zines  demonstrated  that  both  US  and  Chlnoto  maohineguns  were 
probably  ueed.  Spent  shell  oaelnge  indioated  that  57mm  recoil- 
leee  rifles  were  uaed  in  the  attaoke  from  the  oast  and  aouth. 

A  pile  of  Ohinoee  60na  mortar  ammunition  vorlficd  tho  looation 
of  tho  mortar  obeervod  and  doetroyed.  by  artillery  fire  during 
the  battle.  Two  Viet  Cong  bodies  lay  nearby  without  weapons. 

One  of  thee©  Viet  Cong  was  ladon  with  M79  ammunition  and  had  a 
metal  whistlo  on  a  chain  lying  next  to  him.  Both  had  baen 
killed  by  indireot  fire.  Magazines  and  ammunition  recovered 
from  Viet  Cong  dead  indioated  that  they  had  a  great  deal  of 
ammunition  and  were  armed  with  M79s,  BO.  rifles,  7*62  weapon*, 

,31  op.l  weapons,  .30  oal  carbinos,  BARs,  and  Russian  rlflos. 
Chinese  hand,  grenade  and  ‘rifle  gronado  duds-  were  found  in 
abundanoe  on  all  sides  of  the  perimeter.  In  addition  to  the 
57mo  rseollless  rifles  and.  60mm  mortars,  Chinese  rocket  laun- 
ehora  wore  used.  The  Viet  Cong  were  in  mixed  uniforms  and 
web  gear*  Some  were  in  fatiguo-type  uniforms,  others  in  the 
peasant.1  a  '’oalioo  nolrH,  Some  wore  helmets,  others  soft  caps* 
Many  documents  and  Identification  oards  were  reooverod.  The 
Viet  Cong  suffered  additional  casualties  while  extracting  their 
doad,  wounded  and  weapons.  Viet  Oong  machetes,  entrenching 
tools,  ponohos,  hammooks,  medioal  items,  gas  masks,  sandals, 
clothing,  and  knives  were  among  the  items  also  reoovored. 

d.  Viet  Cong  Control  Measures.  The  Viet  Oong  appar¬ 
ently  used  guides  in  much  the  same  way  we  do  in  a 1  night  attack*1. 
They  move  in  a  tight  ooluran  to  release  poi.nts  whioh  have  been 
marked  earlier  by  advance  soouts.  At. theso  release  points  the 
Viet  Cong  appeared  to  deploy  under  the  direction  of  a  guide 
who  directed,  the  movement  by  hand,  and  am  signals.  In  ssverai 
instances,  trees  wore  marked  with  white  bandages  in  what  appear¬ 
ed  to  bo  the  looation  to  mount  a  onohlnegun.  Smoke  and  red 
hand  fired  flaros  were  used  in  breaking  contact,  but  the  exaot 
significant  of  these  signals  was  not  determined,  A  whistle 
was  blown  Just  a  few  minutes  before  bugles  wero  sounded  both  In 
the  north  and  south.  The  bugles  obviously  were  a  signal  to 
break  oontact  and  withdraw.  Both  were  hoard  at  approximately 
0520  hour*. 


3.  gflOflftnfart-  AnilYiU« 


a.  Tho  Viet  Oong  attaok  wee  the  first  major  offen- 
•1y*  oporatlon  oonduoted.  agalnet  any  clement  of  tho  25th  1'nr 
Division*  It  was  a  deliberate,  well  planned,  and  coordinated 
battalion-el se  Attaok  against  an  isoletod  oompany  with  the 
objeotlve  of  annihilating  that  unit*  The  Vlot  Cong  tins table 
•eened  to  oall  for  then  to  broak  oontaot  and  withdraw  prior 
to  daylight,  bofore  available  reaotlon  maneuver  forces  oould 
be  deployed  and  tho  full  offoots  of  supporting  weapons  and 
taotloal  air  oould  be  brought  to  bear  on  theso  foroes*  The 
— YteVtJdng^new  tno'aj&roximato  strength  of  tfttf  frl ondiy' 
and  the  relative  looatlons  of  other  units  In  tho  vicinity. 

They  knew  the  area  and  trenoh  ayetene  woll  and  were  familiar 
with  the  looatlon  of  the  Oompany  A  defensive  poeltlone,  end 
apparently  gueaaad  the  looatlon  of  tho  ooapany  oonnand  poet. 

Tho  Viet  Gong  were  not  fanlllar  with  the  looatlon  of  the 
anbuah  patrols  an*  probod  earlier  to  doternlno  tholr  looatlon* 

Tho  ehirt  of  Sgt  Neplor's  anbuah  patrol  in  the  north  100  to 
•  150  netera  weat  after  an  early  probe  wae  a  eurprlao  to  the  Viet 
Cong  and  considerably  blunted  tho  attaok  from  thle  dlrootlon 
■  before  it  got  started.  Probing  aotlon  agalnat  the  ambush 

Satrol  on  the  east  did  not  readily  Identify  that  patrol’s 
ooatlont  however,  an  opportunity  for  this  patrol  to  infllot 
oontlderablo  damage  on  tho  Viet  Oong  attaok  foroo  approaching 
from  the  southeast  between  the  patrol  and  the  dofonsive  peri¬ 
meter  wee  nevor  exploited.  Communication*  from  platoon  to 
squad,  platoon  to  platoon,  oompany  to  ambush  patrol,  and 
oompany  to  battalion  wae  poor  resulting  in  a  void  of  infor¬ 
mation*  Platoon  leadore  were  not  informed  ae  to  the  overall 
situation.  .  Information  ae  to  what  was  happening  throughout 
.  the  oompany  failod  to  reaoh  the  company  oomra»ndor»  Consequ¬ 
ently,  ones  the  battlo  wae  Joined  there  wae  a  general  laok 
of  responsiveness  at  oompany  levol.  The  platoons  virtually 
fought  separate  battles  in  tholr  own  arocs.  This  made 
dlffloult  an  analysis  o£  the  situation  and  ordore  by  loaders 
at  all  lovels.  Further,  it  oaueod  a  void  at  battalion  level 
whleh  mado  It  dlffloult  for  the  battalion  commander  to  make 
the  noposeary  decisions  whioh  would  influence  battle.  .Vhllo 

-  "r nf a riy  rOtf  art iltle ry  rounds  wore  fired  in  : support?' 6  rrtne  - ** 

oompany 's  dofonee,  tho  4*2  lnoh  mortars  went  virtually  unused. 

4.2  lnoh  mortar  Illumination  missions  wore  fired  and- then--  «* 
oeasod  at  the  request  of  the  company  commander*  The  8lmm 
Mortar  Soctlon  oould  not  provide  olose-ln  defensive  fires 
from  any  looatlon  within  tho  perimeter,  they  were  not  dug  In 
properly  to  maintain  fire  while  under  attaok,  and.  sufflolent 
ammunition  wae  not  on  hand  to  provide  tho  volume  of  fire 
neoesaary  to  be  offeotlve  in  an  all  out  defense.  Most  oompany 
also  porimeters  will  be  too  email  to  be  supported  by  8lmm 
.  mortars  if  they  are  within  the  perimeter*  The  tranoh  line 
oooupiod  by  the  defending  foroes  was  well  known  by  the  Viet 
oong  and  they  attacked  the  salients,  the  traditional  weakest 
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point* •  Tht  oompany  did  not  r.» k o  etope  to  die  firing  pit*  tut© 
the  trench  ayat *m  that  would  havo  provided  an  extra  measure  of 
d*f*n*«  against  the  Viet  Cong  firing  down  the  trench  line.  A 
•ingle  rifle  oompany  oannot  afford'  the  lose  of  foxhole  strength 
to  provide  reinforoed  equad-ei**  aabuah  petrol a*  Thi*  ie  another 
reason  why  a  company  ie  not  the  ideal  unit  for  an  Independent 
perimeter*  The  patrol  requirement  ie  one  of  the  main  reason*  a 
oompany  must  he  reinforoed  on  euoh  mlealon**  In  thle  one*,  this 
lnok  of  foxhole  etrength  was  eooevhat  balanoed  by  the  springing 
of  a  devi  eta  ting  aabueh  to  the  north)  however,  the  opportunity 
to  opring  an  equally  aueeeaoful  aohuoh  In  the  eaet  oaae  and  went 
vithoutmxploltatlon .  Aa  a  general  ruin,  a  oompany  should  he 
•ufflolently  reinforoed  with  onu  cr  two  platoons  to  provide  these 
neoeetary  ambuehee  anl  a  company  reserve  without  biting  Into 
organic  company  strength  when  it  la  eute.bliahed  in  an  Isolated 
36o  degree  perimeter.  Generally,  battalions  rather  than  separate 
companies  should  operate  In  euoh  areas*  The  determination  by 
brigade  that  required  the  oompany  to  ooil  in  a  defensive  peri¬ 
meter  was  made  after  the  oompany  had  bean  issued  a  warning  order 
by  battalion  that  it  would  move  be oh  into  a  battalion  perimeter* 
The  order  to  assume  a  perlraotor  defense  in  their  present  looatlon 
was  Issued  very  late  in ‘the  afternoon,  at  approximately  1700 
houre,  on  A  April,  and  allowed  little  time  for  proper  reoonnals- 
stmoe  and  establishment  of  the  beet  possible  defense  positions* 

The  deolalon  to  plaoe  an  Independent  oompany  In  a  perimeter  must 
be  made  In  time  for  proper  troop  .leading  procedures  to  take 
pleas  at  all  subordinate  echelons,  liming  will  vary  with  eaoh 
situation,  however,  a  five  or  six  hour  reaotlon  time  should  be 
allowed  battalions.  While  the  company  fought  the  battle  with 
more  than  its  normal  basic  load  of  ammunition,  additional  bulk 
ammunition  had  been  moved  out  to  the  vloinlty  of  the  new  area  in 
anticipation  of  the  move  the  company  would  make,  Reaotlon  time 
did  not  permit  lte  return.  Battalion  has  established  an  SOP 
resupply  paokag*  for  night  defense  that  heavily  Increases  the 
number  of  Claymore  mines,  mechlnegun  ammunition,  and  grenades  on 
hand  for  the  oompany.  Items  such  as  additional  LAVs,  flamethrow¬ 
ers,  trip  flares,  radios,  and  8lmm  mortar  ammunition  also  will 
be  delivered  for  night  defense.  All  these  items  are  to  be  re¬ 
packed  and  pioked  up  again  In  the  morqlng* 

b*  Brigade  should  always  have  a  ready  reaotlon  foroe 
that  has  been  designated  by  fragmentary  order  with  a  "he  prepared” 
mlealon  to  assist  or  support  units  m  the  operational  area  on 
very  abort  notice.  The  tenaoity  and  oombat  experience  of  Company 
A  resulted  in  a  constant  heavy  volume  of  fire  plaoed  on  Viet  Gong 
assault*  element*  all  around  the ; perimeter  and  prevented  the 
oompany  from  being  overrun  by  a  determined,  well  armed  foroe  of 
superior  strength.  While  the  Viet  Cong  breaohed  the  line  in 
several  area*  by  systematically  reducing  the  defenders,  it  la 
interesting  to  note  that  they  were  unable. to  exploit  these  pene¬ 
trations*  This  probably  was  primarily  a  result  of  well  dlreoted 
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artillery  fire  and  the  superior  small  eras  fire  that  plugged 
the  gape*  The  company  oommander,  in,  spite  of  the  difficulties, 
remained  ealm  and  kept;  his  oommand  group  veil  organised  and 
fUnotlona3»Maxjy  fragmentary  orders  were  Issued  by  direot  eontac'. 
with  representatives  from  the  platoons.  Captain  Harrison 
provided  for  alternates  to  assume  the  duties  of  calling  for  and 
adjusting  fire  in  the  event  the  forward  observers  beoame  casual¬ 
ties,  as  they  indeed  did.  This  resulted  in  oonstant  artillery 
support  which  probably  tipped  the  scales* 

6.  ^oiuiip.na,g.ag-.la>.§.g.anfl. LaaaaA* 

a.  Evacuation  of  wounded  during  the  attack  must  be 
delayed.  There  Is  little  more  that  can  be  done  for  these 
casualties  at  the  platoon  or  company  command  post  that  cannot 
be  done  in  their  firing  positions.  Every  available  man  must  be 
kept  on  the  perimeter  shooting.  This  lnoludes  Individuals 

who  are  lightly  wounded.  In  addition,  evacuating  the  wounded 
tends  to  oonfuse  men  along  the  line  who  feel  they  missed  getting  ' 
the  word  about  a  withdrawal. 

b.  A  night  defense  supplemental  package  brought  In  when 
the  unit  stops  to  defend  and  taken  out  in  the  early  morning  Is 

a  must.  However,  the  deolslon  must  be  made  early  enough  so  that 
this  paokage  can  be  brought  in  before  darkness.  This  battalion  *  . 
has  established  an  SOP  paokage  consisting  of  the  following  items! ■ 

20,000  rounds  5.56mm  for  M16  rifles. 

6,000  rounds  7.62mm  for  KL4E2  rifles. 

12,000  rounds  7*62  MLB  for  M60  maohint guns  (2000 
rounds  per  maohinegun). 

1  .50  caliber  machine  gun  and  5»000  rounds  of 
ammunition. 

500  hand  grenades. 

400  40mm  rounds  for  M79  grenade  launchers. 

50  rounds  of  8lmra  HE  per  mortar. 

25  Claymore  mines. 

30  LAVs. 

30  trip  flares. 

2  flame  throwers. 

Extra  radios. 

•  o.  Defensive  fires  must  be  well  planned  for  all  indir¬ 
ect  fire  weapons.  One  technique  is  to  plan  priority  fires  for 
the  artillery  to  the  fx*ont  of  one  platoon, *4. 2  Inch  mortar  to 
another,  and  8lmm  mortar  for  the  remaining  platoon.  This  should 
Insure  accurate  and  responsive  fire  in  all  seotors.  The  flex-< 
iblllty  of  massing  or  shifting  any  combination  of  these  fires 
to  support  any  one  platoon  is  still  a  reality. 
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d<  The  battalion  SOP  for  shifting  An  Ambush  position 
after  any  oontaot  with  the  Cong  was  provsn  valid.  The 
ambush  patrol  in  the  north  was  shifted  west  and  la  tar  o  aught 
tha  Viet  Oong  by  surprise;.  The  Viet  Oong  appeared  to  avoid  the 
patrol's  original  loeation  where  oontaot  had  been  made  earlier. 

e.  Tha  oceupation  of  existing  forti float ions  and 
trench  networks  dug  by  the  Viet  Cong  invites  trouble*  They  are 
familiar  with  them  and  know  the  weak  spots  well*  When  limited 
time  requires  that  Viet  Cong  forti float ions  to  be  used  as  hasty 
shelters,  hasty  firing  pits  should  be  out  into  the  trench  to 
lessen  the  vulnerability  from  fire  down  the  trenoh  lines.  Clay¬ 
more  mines  should  be  set  up  in  the  trenches  to  cover  ersaB  which 
cannot  be  physically  oeeupled.  Unite  cannot  "hunker  down"  and 
stop'digging  after  dark,  but  must  take  the  calculated  risk  of  the 
noise  Involved  nd  continue  their  defensive  preparations,  oovered 
by  outposts. 

f.  The  employment  of  a  rifle  company  without  reinforce¬ 
ments  in  an  isolated  defensive  perimeter  invitee  Viet  Cong  attacks. 
Its  validity  Is  suspeot.  Actually  this  may  have  potential  as  a  - 
good  way  to  "bait"  a  sizeable  Viet  Cong  force,  but  reaction 
forces  must  be  predesignated  by  higher  headquarters  and  have 
coordinated  plans  to  respond  immediately.  The  reaotion  force 
must  be  capable  of  being  offoctlvoly  deployed  and  fighting  in 

the  hours  of  darkness,  during  the  first  hour  after  engagement. 

It  cannot  wait  until  first  light  because  the  Viet  Cong  base  their 
attack  on  the  assumption  that  such  a  force  will  wait. 

g.  It  la  appropriate  to  emphasize  another  point  here. 

The  concept  of  Inviting  the  elusive  Viet  Cong  to  attaok  the 
"bait"  of  a  smaller  unit  in  a  good  defensive  position  is  not  new. 

In  the  Indochina  war  the  French  tactics,  and  finally  their 
strategy,  degenerated  into  essentially  the  use  of  that  dootrlne 
against  the  Viet  Minh.  The  oonoept  became  known  as  "The  Illusion 
of  Vinh  Vihli',  in  which  the  French  waited  for  a  Bet  pieoe  Viet 
Klnh  attack  against  strong  defensive  positions.  The  French 
chose  the  place  to  fight,  "hunkered  down"  and  had  all  the  taotleal 
advantages  of  the  defender.  The  Initiative  remained  with  the 
guerilla,  however,  who  chose  to  give  or  refuse  battle  still  on 
his  own  terms *  In  reality  this  technique  was  an  overt  confession 
of  the  French  Inability  to  apply  the  principle  of  the  OFFENSIVE  : 
and  find  and  fix  the  enemy  by  any  other  techniques.  It  failed  to 
be  decisive.  After  a  few  stinging  defeats,  the  Viet  Minh  reaotion 
generally  consisted  of  either  one  of  two  courses  of  aotiont 

(1)  The  Viet  Minh  would  not  take  the  "bait",  refused 
combat,  but  Instead  invariably  attacked  the  lines  of  communications 
to  the  strong  point,  and  "nickle  and  dimed"  the  logisticians  and 
their  security  elements  to  death.  Often  more  French  elements 
were  involved  in  keeping  the  lines  of  communications  open  than 
were  involved  in  the  defensive  perimeter  itself.  Today  with 
helicopters,  this  line  of  communications  problem  is  lessened  .  , 
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>,  but  th*  Viet  Oou.:*  >na<rbien  could  wall  bt  essentially 
>,  only  «ort  difficult  for  than  to  aQQoapllsh* 

•  (2)  Tfct*  Yiat  MVnh  nested  sufficient  eosb&t  puvar 

to  adsonplleh  their  objective  atifl  anuilillato  th*  cuifsnoivc  ' 
position*  (The  battle  of  pier  Bleu  Phu  via  an  example  of  thin  . 
on  tbo  strategic  levol#) 

h*  Personnel  carrier a  attached  to  an  Isolated  ooaptny 
defensive  perimeter  grertljr  enhance •  the  unit's  ability  to  react. 
Tbs  Q8N  ■nohlnegune  augment  the  company's  firepower*  further, 
a  vehlols  Is  available  to  uove  oasoaLtles,  equipment  or  wnmun- 
ltion,  as  may  be  required* 

i.  Hacbineguu  positions  must  be  especially  well  prepar¬ 
ed  and  protected*  They  become  the  prone  targets  of  Viet  Cong 
•mall  arms  and  grenades. 

J*  Land  mark*  such  as  buildings  should  be  avoided  ar 
ooemand  post  locations.  They  are  usually  well  lenown  by  the 
#h**qr  and  easy  to  identify  as  targets  for  aocurate  fire* 

k.  Platoon  sergeants  and  squad  leaders  must  be  familiar  • 
with  the  frequenoi6a  for  the  company  and  battalion  oommand  nets 
and  tbe  artillery  fire  direction  ret.  In  a  matter  of  minutes, 

one  of  tbeee  leaders  may  be  the  platoon  leader. 

l.  •  There  exists  a  definite  uead  for  the  radio  oommun-  ' 
loatlons  from  platoon  to  squad  iri  the  defense*  Even  the  unreli¬ 
able  AN/TRO -6  is  bettor  than  no  communications.  Extra  AN/PRC-10 
radio*  oould  be  brought  in  for  use  by  the  squads  during  the  night* ’ 

a*  A  oompany  o&n  employ  all  the  Claymore  mines  it  oan 
get  in  the  defense.  They,  can  be  employed  in  depth  with  the  major-** 
lty  being  plaoed  right  next  to  the  defensive  foxholes.  As  ment  * 
tloned  above,  they  also  would  be  useful  to  plaoe  in  Viet  Cong 
trenches  leading  into  the  position  which  oannot  be  oovered 
adequately  or  oooupiod, 

n*  All  patrol  loaders  should  be  given  the  battalion 
command  net  frequency  in  oaee  the  oompany  oommand  net  ceases  to 
function*  Battalion  oan  advise  th*  patrol  of  the  situation  and 
provide  indiroot  fire  support,  as  may  be  required*  J 


o*  Souad  leaders  must  be  brutal  in  their  insletanoe 
that  positions  are  well  prepared  and  improvements  are  continually* 
made*  When  the  situation  demands,  such  improvements  may  be 
eontlnued  after  dark  dqverod  by  patrols  ^.nd  outposts.  A  oaloul- 
ated  risk  must  be  taken  betwnne  .the  noise  and  lack  of  eeducity 
Involved,  and  the  neof  *of  an  adequate  defensive  position. 
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p.  It  la  unlikely  that  patrol*  will  be  *bl#  to  with* 
draw  book  to  friendly  linn  when  th*  Vl*t  Cong  *r*  conducting 

a  major  attack.  Adequate  ammunition  must  b*  on  hand  to  sustain 
th*  patrols  In  tuoh  situations.  These  patrols  beoooe  a  ready 
reserve  for  the  company  oommandsr  and  oan  be  used  as  maneuver 
elements  to  ambush  withdrawing  Viet  Cong  units  If  alerted  by  the 
oompany  eommand  post.  They  also  oan  be  maneuvered  into  positions 
which  would  plaoe  the  Viet  Cong  in  a  devastating  cross  fire* 

q.  Early  probing  aotion  may  be  a  prelude  to  a  major 
attack  and  cannot  be  taken  lightly,  particularly,  if  Viet  Cong  4 
are  encountered  at  about  the  same  time  in  several  areas  in  th* 
vicinity  of  the  defensive  perimeter. 

r.  0400  hours  appears  to  be  a  good  "atand-to"  time 
for  defending  units. 

s.  Time  permitting,  companies  should  prepare  hasty 
supplementary  positions.  In  any  event,  the  oompany  defense  order 
should  inolude  the  location  of  secondary  positions  that  platoons 
will  withdraw  to  in  the  event  withdrawal  beoomes  necessary. 

t.  The  value  of  indlreot  fire  cannot  be  overstated. 
Commanders  should  fire  artillery  and  mortars  on  all  suspected 
avenues  of  approach  or  escape^aftd  likely  assembly  area*  during 
and  after  the  attack, 

u.  The  bayonet  for  the  Ml6  rifle  should  be  issued  as 
soon  as  possible.  One  more  attack  by  Viet  Cong  and,  due  to  a 
shortage  of  ammunition,  the  bayonet  would  have  beoome  Company  A's 
primary  weapon. 

v.  Plans  to  attack  the  withdrawing  enemy  must  be 
aggressively  executed.  Aggressive  follow  up  by  major  units  of  a 
brigade  task  force  to  find  and  fix  the  enemy  is  a  necessity. 

After  a  major  action,  the  Viet  Cong  force  can  be  assumed  to  be 
low  on  ammunition  and  faced  with  immense  problems  of  reorganisa¬ 
tion,  evacuating  dead  and  wounded,  and  hiding  from  a  fresh 
Pursuing  force.  All  other  plans  should  be  altered  to  take  advan-' 
tege  of  this  unique  opportunity.  This  appears  to  be  an  excellent, 
time  to  employ  armor  and  meohanited  Infantry  in  conjunction  with 
widely  scattered  Eagle  flights  of  rslnforced  platoon  slxe  with 
ready  airmobile  reaction  forces  on  standby.  This  reaction  force 
must  be  capable  of  attacking  and  fighting  in  the  darkneee. that 
the  Viet  Cong  invariably  usee  to  oover  hie  withdrawal.  Tanka  and 
porautmsl  carriers  with  starlight  driving  devices,  or  even  with 
lights  on,  should  bs  conoidored. 

w.  In  conjunction  with  the  above,  adequate  time  must  be 
allowed  for  a  detailed  battlefield  eearch  inAhe general  vlolnlty 
of  the  action.  Valuable  dooumente,  weapons,  and  equipment  oan 
be  obtained.  This  is  not  ths  time  for  haste. 
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k»  Consideration  should  be  given  vo  leaving  a  ai table 
•tay  behind  force  in  an  anbuah  position.  A 1 VI n't  extraction 

•ould  be  feined. 

s.  The  Vist  Cong  employ  unarm  ad  grenadier*  whose  sols 
mission  appears  to  be  that  of  hurling  grenades  and  recovering 
weapons.  There  exists  a  potential  in  utilising  106mm  reooillese 
rifle  personnel  in  the  same  role  for  a  defending  US  unit. 

aa.  Small  pressure  mines  plaoed  on  the  ground  approx¬ 
imately  85  meters  from  friendly  positions  will  assist  in  the 
night  defense.  They  oan  be  reoovered  in  the  morning  without 
danger  if  no,  attaok  ooours. 

7*  Recommendation.  That  the  oontents  of  this  sumnaxy  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  all  units  and  commanders  and  person¬ 
nel  as  appropriate. 
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1*  Operation  KAHJKU,  search  and  destroy. 

3.  Data.  7  April  1966. 

9.  General t  Tha  opera  tia.  was  oonduoted  in  Fhuoo  Vlnh  ttlnh 
(XT  6314)*  Tha  Bn  GPORD  16-66  waa  laauad  O6140APR66.  Tha  oporatian 
mm  ocnduoted  with  elements  of  tha  3d  Bda  Task  Force,  Lb  Col  Qraar  la 
tha  reporting  offloar.  Taak  crganla&tiai  and  ooauandara  vara  aa  follows! 

lab  Bn  (Maoh)  5th  Inf.  Lb  Col  T,  U.  Greer,  aomandlng. 

Oo  At  Capt  J,  A.  Banner,  o  amending, 

B  Trp,  3/4  Cav.  Capt  C.  R.  Quiokmire,  aomandlng, 

Co  C.  l/69th  Amor  adi  Copt  P.  C.  Out  anon,  commanding, 

3d  Platoon,  Co  B,  1/5th  Maoh.  1/Lt  T.  Jagoso,  Plat  Ldr. 

Hvjr  Kerb  Platt  l/Lt  J.  B.  MoQuinn,  Plat  Ldr. 

Attaohnanta  and  Detachments.  Xnol  i. 

4.  Intelligence, 

a.  Cho  plrvtoon  of  local  guarrlllna  had  boon  reported  in  tho 
araa  at  oporatlena.  Exaot  looaticn  of  tho  VC  platoon  waa  not  known.  It 
waa  baliavad  that  whan  tha  VC  determined  a  major  U.S,  attack  waa  under¬ 
way  they  would  attempt  to  withdraw  to  oaf*  aroaa  vicinity  Ton  Hoc  (XT 
695145)  and/or  Dang  Sao  (XT  700105).  It  waa  auapaotad  that  tho  same 
general  harassing  and  delaying  tactio*— enipur  flTa  and  boobytraps — 
would  ba  woployod  by  tha  VC.  Tha  VC  w are  known  to  have  aovoral  MO'a 
and  automatic  woapona* 

b.  During  tho  oporatian  no  platoon  also  foroa  waa  enoountarad 
at  any  one  tine,  Tho  primary  uiaaion  of  tho  TF  waa  to  aeal  off  all  routea 
of  aaoapa  with  platoon  alto  elements  while  tho  main  foroa  conduct od 
aoaroh  and  doe  troy  operations  throughout  tho  entire  area  of  operations. 

The  mission  was  acocmpliahad,  but  only  four-  and  fiva-onn  VC  groups  ware 
en  count  nr  ad  by  our  forooa.  Upon  deploying  into  the  AO,  small  groups  of 
▼C  wore  aagaged  and  killed  In  trenahea,  bunk  on  and  spider  holoe, 

o.  The  terrain  consisted  primarily  of  dry  rice  paddies,  moder¬ 
ate  to  thiokly  vegetated  wooda  and  soattared  marshy  stro embeds,  Obaor- 
vation  and  fields  at  fire  vara  both  raatrlotod  by  tha  numerous  hedge¬ 
rows  in  hbe  objective  araf..  The  only  obstacle  to 

tracked  movunsnt  wue  the  low  marshy  stream  areas,  but  thaao  posed  no  ob¬ 
stacle  to  dlsmoaited  pertain  el, .  The  weather  caused  no  ohange  in  the  oourse 
at  cation. 

5.  Mission.  TF  GRBER  attacks  pTpTftyMPR  to  conduct  soar  oh  and  d*. 
strey  oporatlena  in  assigned  area  of  operation  (Znol  1), 

6.  Concept  of  Operation  The  Task  Faroe  established  platoon  alas 
blocking  positions  on  CP  6  (XT  690133)  and  CP  7  (JO  669132)  to  prevent 
VC  aovount  la  or  out  of  Phuoo  Vlnh  Mlnb  and  attack ed  rapidly  to  oal¬ 
dust  search  and  destroy  ooeratiuis  in  Phuoo  Vlnh  Utah. 
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7.  B*e»'ticni  The  Task  Faro*  ywwd  th«  U)  on  Ujm  with  th* 

M  Plat,  Oo  h,  l/5th  XMh  mowing  rapidly  to  eaUblieh  tho  hloriring 
pasiticn  an  CP  7  ond  tho  1st  Plat,  B  Trp,  3A  Cav  establishing  a  blools* 
lag  poeitlm  on  CP  6,  The  TP  moved  rapidly  Into  tha  araa  and  at  075® 

Oo  0,  1/69th,  weretlag  tha  o  on  tar  of  tha  araa,  received  Hall  ana 
Xlra  from  tlo  IT  676134.  Autosmtic  weapws  flra  was  rotumad  and  o«w> 
taot  brok*-n  but  no  reeulte  could  bo  datanlnad.  At  0907  2d  Plat.  Oo  8, 
1/5th  Meeh  aaeurod  and  established  tha  blooklng  poaitlw  vie- XT  669132 
without  anaaqr  o  on  taot.  At  0611,  B  Trp,  3/4  Cav  spotted  nine  civilian*  - 
moving  Into  a  hole  on  tha  right  of  PL  ZOO  (XT  666117).  A. Mail  alnant 
Ml  loft  to  oj^rehcnd  tha  olvlllana  and  tha  unit  continued  on  lta  aearoh 
and  dostrcy  alaalcn.  At  the  *qm  tine,  Co  A,  l/5th  Koch  sustained  two 
WlA'a  from  mall  oraa  fire  from  XT  673123.  The  oosualtiua  vara  miner 
and  after  troataant  remain  ad  with  tha  wit.  At  0612,  Co  U,  1/S9th  Anacrad 
aaw  nine  people  moving  into  a  hale  vio  XT  6761 16  end  detached  on  element 
to  apprehend  tha  aivlllana.  Tha  olvlllana  ooptured  by  B  -r. ,  3/4  Cav 
and  Co  C,  l/69th  Amcred  war*  later  turned  over  to  the  National  Polio*. 

At  0613*  Co  A,  V  3th  Kaoh  rooalvad  anall  anna  fire  and  0  on  taot  woe  brokw. 
By  0617  all  unit*  hod  aroonod  PL  CANDY  (XT  6761 19).  At  tha  some  time, 
tha  Bn  Cad  Op,  which  won  to  tho  roar  of  the  forward  elements,  spotted  five 
VC's  getting  out  of  a  trench  on  PL  GfilDY  vio  XT  6761 19  with  0  MO  and 
Automatic  weapons  to  engage  tho  roar  of  tho  TP.  Tho  Bn  Ctad  Op  moved  book 
end  opened  fire  on  tho  VC's  who  rotruated  into  a  trench  with  tho  maohtnegun. 
Tho  VC's  war*  pursued  and  killed  and  their  MO  and  throe  carbines  captured. 
Ooouaenta  on  one  of  tho  VC  •  a  disclosed  that  ho  was  a  squad  loader  of  tho 
C  306  Bn,  Local  For  as,  Cu  C)d.  Two  WlA's  ware  sustained  by  tho  Bn  Gnd 
Op,  Oo  C,  l/69th  Aruorod  destroyed  tin  ensmy  area  with  demolitions  at 
0841  and  sustained  one  WIA  fron  a  falling  tree  vie  XT  664127.  At  tha  am 
time,  tho  let  Plat,  B  Trp,  3/4  Cav  soisod  and  established  the  blocking 
position  vio  XT  690128.  At  0851,  Co  C,  '/69th  Armor od  spottod  five  VC's 
in  a  trenoh.  Tho  wit  luineuvered  ord  ongaged  tho  VC's  with  automatic 
weapons  and  small  anas  fire,  killing  thro#  (confirmed)  and  wounding  an* 
who  died  shortly  theroaftor.  Intelligence  received  from  the  <d  Bde  in¬ 
dicated  that  a  VC  ccmpary  with  a  strength  of  110  men  with  automatic 
weapws  capability  was  in  tha  operations  araa.  At  0833  the  Bn  Cmdr  o- 
borted  tho  Co  C,  1/5th  Modi  planned  mission  In  another  area  and  acoaltted 
Co  C  to  assist  in  Operation  KAHUKU,  At  0902  a  helicopter  in  support  of 
Operation  KaHUKU  was  hit  by  fire  and  forced  daw  vicinity  XT  693113.  The 
pilot  sustained  serious  wounds  by  bums  and  thore  were  throe  ambulatory 
casualties.  The  WIA's  were  evacuated  by  Dust  Off  and  tha  equipment  was 
extracted  by  ground  troops  in  tha  area.  At  0909  another  helicopter  re¬ 
ceived  fire  and  had  to  return  to  Cu  Chi.  No  casualties  wore  sustained. 

At  0922,  B  Trp,  3/4  Cav  fowd  a  VC  boso  oanp  area  vicinity  XT  684123. 

A  detailed  search  of  the  area  disol  seed  no  weapons  or  equipment  and  the 
area  was  destroyed.  At  0923  a  VC  W  in  tho  area  stated  that  tho  VC’s  had 
moved  out  mid  were  In  the  Bao  Cop  area  and  artillary  flrao  wero  plaood 
throughout  tho  Bao  Cap  area.  At  0933.  Co  A,  1/27th  Inf  was  dispatched 
forward  to  augsMnt  the  effectiveness  of  the  blooklng  position  vio  XT  669- 
132.  By  0937  TF  GRESt  hod  swept  through  the  wtlrc  objective  area  and 
received  tho  order  to  return  to  PL  ZOO  and  make  another  swoop  through 
tho  area.  At  0930,  Co  C,  1/3th  Noh  arrived  in  the  objootive  area  and 
was  given  the  mission  of  ocnduotlng  a  detailed  scorch  of  tho  area  north 
of  tha  LD  up  to  PL  CiiNDT  attacking  fren  west  to  oast  botwew  CP  13 
(XT  675120)  nnd  CP  17  (XT  677118).  At  1000,  Hvy  Mortar  Platoon,  wobls 
to  firs  due  to  tho  wpluyuont  of  friendly  troops  throughout  tho  objec¬ 
tive  area,  roeoivod  ardors  to  displace  and  establish  a  blocking  position 
to  tho  southwest,  vie  CP  3  (XT  677112).  At  1027,  Co  C,  l/69th  Azmorod 
reported  the  killing  of  nine  VC's  in  a  trench  w  PL  BUNNY  (XT  691124) 
and  oopturod  sevoral  documents  and  weapws.  Co  A,  l/5th  Meoh  also  kilL- 
«d  two  VC'o  In  a  tunnel  at  1052  w  CP  4  (XT  677124)  end  gavu  ohase  to  a 
third  who  Hooped  with  an  autcmatle  weapon.  B  Trp, 
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3/4  Cav  looatad  a  house  vicinity  XT  677 122  that  was  boobytrapped  «id 
doatroyod  the  structure.  By  1115  til  units  had  rotumod  to  PL  BOO  and 
Imnadintaly  startod  the  return  ee-xoh  of  the  oroa.  Tho  soaroh  pro¬ 
gressed  rlcwly  end  without  ountaot  and  at  1 132  Co  C.  l/5th  Keah  found  a 
250  lb  bcab  that  was  rigged  far  ooujand  detonation  vicinity  XT  6ft.  125 
The  boob  was  destroyed  and  the  unit  continued  its  soaroh  and  at  1 146 
fotnd  an  undetorainod  nvefeer  of  AP  mines  in  a  houac  vie  XT  677118.  A 
further  search  of  the  area  revoaled  a  caohe  of  small  "jbo  oununitim. 

No  enemy  could  be  found  and  all  munitions  and  VC  structuree  were  destroy- 
ed.  At  1152(  Co  C,  l/5th  Meoh  fovsu.  a  large  anahe  of  military  o^uip- 
aent  and  doevsaonta  in  another  houao  vio  XT  677188.  A  shook  of  the  cache 
revealed  that  it  woe  boobytrapped  with  CUU  boubo.  Tho  houco  and  the 
aaoho  were  destroyed.  At  1201,  3  Trp,  3/6  Cav  killed  uno  VC  and  captured 
end  deetroyed  m  undetermined  number  of  granades  cn  FL  BASKET  vicinity 
XT  693124.  At  1215s  B  Trp,  3/4  Cav  fauid  a  daad  VC,  futulo,  in  a  tunnul 
In  the  soaa  area.  Thore  woro  several  boobytrape  and  hand  gronadoe  found 
with  the  body.  The  boobytraps  end  grsnadoe  wero  deetroyed.  Between 
1216  and  1630  sporadic  and  ineffective  sniper  fire  was  rocoivod  frea  the 
•outhrestern  seotion  of  PL  BOO  via  XT  6581 16  and  at  1430  Co  A  and  Co  C, 
l/5th  Meoh  received  the  ardor  to  conduct  a  two>ccmpnny  swoop  through  tho 
Ap  Deng  Sao  area  (XT  700105).  Bath  units  nado  a  NW-SE  sweep  through 
the  «itlr«  area  finding  and  destroying  three  boobytropsj  hewovor,  no 
enaay  contact  was  nado  and  tho  unite  made  a  return  swoop  through  the  area 
and  aloe  ltd  into  bnso  caap  at  1620.  Tho  69th  ARVN  Regt  assumed  tho  re- 
apcnsibillty  of  tho  nap-up  operation  ana  moved  in  with  dosoro  as  the  TF 
started  a  haasward  swoop  toward  base  wrap.  B  Trp,  3/6  Cav  sustained  two 
min  or  WIA's  from  small  arms  tiro  fru.  1  vio  X?  689118  and  killed  one  VC 
vio  XT  689117  who  was  attempting  tc  depart  tho  aroa  of  op  orations.  At 
161 3d  b  Trp  killod  nnothor  VC  i  i  a  tronch  vicinity  XT  689116.  Dy  1800 
all  elements  had  closed  to  base  coup  with  tho  axcoptiur.  of  D  Trp,  3/6 
Cav,  which  was  providing  security  for  the  downed  helicopter. 

8.  Supporting  forces.  Co  C,  1/5  th  Mech,  Oapt  J.  C.  An  dross, 
oauonnding,  responded  mpidly  and  greatly  enhnncod  tho  effectiveness  of 
tho  soaroh  and  destruction  of  VC's  and  VC  structures  in  the  aroa  of  opera¬ 
tions.  Tho  3do  roaeticn  force,  Co  A,  1  /27th  Inf,  Copt  L.  J.  Maycne, 
commanding,  was  committed  into  the  aroa  of  operations  by  tho  Bda  CO  to 
strengthen  the  blocking  position  on  CF  (7  vio  XT  669132.  Light  fire 
teen,  UH1D  armed  heliooptore  *«pported  the  TF. 

9.  Results: 

a.  VC'e  killed  (  confirmed  and  estiaatod). 

(1)  26  VC'e  killod  (body  count). 

(2)  19  VC's  killed  (estimated). 

(3)  18  civilians  detained  and  turnod  over  to  National 

Polios. 

b.  Destroyed: 

•  (1)  17  bunkers, 

(2)  5  tunnels. 

(3)  20  buildings. 

(4)  18  bootstraps. 

(5)  30  hand  grenades. 

3 


1 

o  bJrt  OSA/  TtA 4*  ' 


TIXM-C  29  April  1966 

SUOJKTi  Aftcr-Aotlcn  Report 

(6)  0  C3U  boobs  (boobytrapped), 

(7}  1  250  3b  bomb  (boobytrapped). 

e.  Captured: 

( 1 )  Miscellaneous  papers  and  docunmvts. 

(2)  4  Russian  carbines,  7. 62am. 

(3)  1  U.5.  carbine,  M2, 

(4)  2  U,3.  DAR's. 

(5)  2  Chic ca  7.62na  assault  rifles. 

(6)  1  Russian  MB  34,  7.92on  UO. 

(7)  1  Chioco  7.62am  oorbine. 

10.  A&oinistratlve  Matters: 

a.  Supplies:  Operation  KAHUKU  was  a  cne  day  operation  end  no 
resupply  was  necosaory. 

b.  Maintenance:  During  the  course  of  the  operation  the  TP 
had  several  tanks  and  AFC's  uirodj  however,  all  wore  extraoted  and  no 
major  maintenance  problem  occurrod  during  the  operation  as  all  vehicles 
returned  to  base  camp  unci  or  their  own  power. 

c.  Transportation:  The  TF  veil cles  consumed  approximately 
cno-half  the  fuel  in  thotr  tanks  during  the  operation  and  no  ro fuelling 
was  necessary  during  the  operatiui. 

4.  Medical:  Casualty  list,  Znol  2. 

e.  Ctfamunlcaticns:  Ho  corxiurdcaticne  problems  were  encounters* 
ed  during  the  operation. 

11.  Special  Equipment  and  Techniques:  Kens. 

12.  Couaander's  Analysis:  The  caanitment  of  Co  C,  1/5th  Med:  Into 
the  area  of  operations  was  nocessitated  by  the  large  nuaber  of  tunnels, 
bunkers  and  bull  dings  in  the  area  which  reauired  a  thorough  soarch.  The 
Tank  Co  and  Cav  Troop  were  not  cajjable  of  nor  prepared  for  conducting  de¬ 
tailed  ground  or  underground  searches. 

13.  Conclusions  and  Leasers  Loomed:  The  success  of  the  operation 
can  bo  attributed  to  the  following: 

a.  The  opuod  and  violence  of  tho  attack  irevunted  maet  of  the 
VC  frtn  escaping. 

b.  Ho  air  or  artillery  preparations  were  fired  to  ferwem  the 
VC  of  an  impending  attack.  Sctunsive  preparations  are  habitually  em¬ 
ployed  by  both  AKVN  and  U.3.  Forces  prior  to  any  attack.  Supporting  first 
were  preplanned  and  cn  call  for  this  operation. 
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o.  Tha  eoorUiMtad  use  of  blocking  pualtlons  and  aratd 
hallftoptaw  to  off  the  oltm  vu  vary  affaetlv*. 

FCB  THS  OQMUNDBit 

Diui WHMCNDS 
Captain,  Infantry 
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Taak  Organisations 


Tam  BatNSa 
Go  A  (-)  l/5th  Maoh 
3d  Plat,  0/1 /69th  Aroorad 
Dadso  Tu  B/65th  ftigr 


Taau  0UT2KAN 
Co  C  (-)  1/69th  Aruorad 
3d  KLat,  A/1/Sth  liaoh 
Dane  Tn  B/65th  Engr 


Bn  Control 
ff*y»ort  Plat  (Ob) 
Soty  Plat 


Inolocuro  1  (OsrvjrL-y)  tu  Afto*wu»tlcn  itapert,  Cfcwratim  tuJJULIf 

C  O A//7 DZVTtAL 


^tZ-OHriDEMTI*1- 
amtm.  smam  msajm^tLLwa 


im 

MS 

urn 

nropro^^ 

WCNTS 

»■*  *■  *  VO 

na 

JOB Ml,  Homan 

MAJ 

IBB  1/5 

CUtjr 

l/in  oyv 

154a 

DCK,  Dolbarb 

i 

pro 

me  1/5 

93rd  Bvoo 

S/in  xriot,  B  bond* 
allow,  book 

11010 

CRCHXT,  Mttrio 

SOT 

Co  A  1/5 

Duty 

S  (L)  Too# 

11040 

mm,  Hook  H. 

pro 

Co  A  1/5 

93rd  Bvoo 

S/in  ehoot 

11010 

i  J3SCUB,  Joaoa  R, 

SSQ 

Co  A  1/5 

93rd  Bvoo 

S/loft  ahouldar 

11040 

PCBUM,  Them*  0. 

pro 

Co  A  1/5 

93rd  Bvoo 

Out  (L)  «gr« 

11H10 

|  NXCHUUUC,  Stanley 

pro 

D  Trp, 

3/4  Coy 

93rd  Bvoo 

3/(R)  am 

11X10 

RQGQCKSOi,  tfilllac  F. 

PVT  13  D  Trp, 

3/4  Coy 

3rd  Plaid 
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TOi  Oon— ndlng  Osnsrtl 

25th  Iftfantrjr  Division 

Arm  1  avtlop 
APO  US  Foroea  96225 


1.  CPBUXKW  KkWU  (OPOMD  19-66). 

2.  110730  -  161515  April  1966. 

3.  2d  Bde,  25th  Infantry  Division,  oonduoted  atsnh  and  destroy  oper¬ 
ations  in  HAD  NCHIA  Provinoa  astride  Higbtay  1  from  virility  XT6312  to 
rr53l8.  lha  operation  was  a  two  battalion  aiaad  opera  if.on  employing  two 
infantry  battalions  reinforoud  with  an  armor  oonpany  and  a  cavalry  troop. 

It.  Control  Headquarters)  2d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry-  Division. 

5.  Reporting  Officer!  Colonel  L,  H.  Johnson,  Jr. 

6.  Task  Organisation  and  oosnanders  war*  as  follows) 


Co  A  (-)  V69 

2  Sqm  B/65 
Helioop  ter 


2  Plats  Co  A  ’  '*9 
2  Sqds  B-''1 
Helioop  te. 


Bde  Control 

1/5  Inf  ('.;l  Bc.o  React’ o.*1.  Fc.:ca 
Co  C  1/ tii'  Rear  Area  3»'-"-rity 
•  Oo  A  2/27  Inf  Rear  Aroa  Soourity 
B  3/U  Cav 
1/6  Art.’  ,-j  05 


7.  Supporting  Forcoss 


a.  Artillcu-y  Sunocrtj 

(1)  Organl*a*ion  for  combat. 

(a)  1/8  Arty: 

1  1/6  Arty  (-)  DS  2d  Bde. 

2  C  1/6  Arty  OS  25th  Inf  Div. 

(b)  3/13  Arxy. 

1  3/13  Arty  (-)  OS  25th  Inf  Oiv. 

2  C  1/8  Arty  08R  1/8  *rty  (.). 

(0)  2/32  Artyi 

1  Plat  C  2/32  Arty  OS  25th  Inf  Div  Arty. 


POMOMDB)  AT  3  OAR  0TBS7ALS 
MRTASSIPnD  AF TO  12  HAM 
DCS  Sir  5200.10 
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£  **to  */3a  Arty  Qd*  1/8  ***  <•>• 

(I)  lew  and  when  artillery  oqployadt 

(a)  1/8  Arty  (-)  initially  established  *  fire  support 
Bom  via  XftQOUT. 

00  A  1$  minute  (eo  sail)  preparation  wi  available  on 

I 8*o. 

(o)  On  It  April  fir*  support  bases  wore  established  with 
A  ktUqr  vie  XT6U01$7,  ant  B  Battery  Tic  0651163. 

(d)  The  ontlro  operation Waa  supported  with  preplanned 
and  on-oall  artillery  fires, 

(e)  the  toward  observers  with  the  msnsuvor  battalions 
tired  38  will-adjnat  missions,  expanding  1383  rounds. 

(3)  Resell ta  of  ArtiUoryt  Artillary  fires  were  well  coordinated 
and  SKtrenely  eff active,  especially  tha  eloeo  in  support  firoe  which  wore 
timely  and.  aoeurete.  Artillery  fire#  on  heavily  wooded  areas  and  naiper 
positions  eoften  tho  areas,  and  in  all  oases  durian  tte  operation,  sniper 
.ires  were  eUonoed,  thereby  greatly  reducing  friendly  oteualttee,  There 
were  33  VO  K3A  (Boas)  as  a  result  of  artillery  during  tho  operation.  HAI 
flies  suocodded  in  denying  tho  VO  froodon  of  novesont  during  tho  hours  of 
datfcBfss. 

b.  **'  Air  ?oroe  fighter  boabore  and  flare  ships  were  on  oontlai'.~ 
on"-  *  df'  „  however  tboro  were  no  Missions  flown  during  tha  operation. 

o.  Any  Aviation i 

(1)  Four  resupply  airoref  t,  and  throo  light  tiro  to* ms  t-uro 
maintained  or\  salon  basis  throughout  the  operation. 

(1)  20  (BID'S  wore  provided  by  lkSth  Avn  Battalion  for  *ir- 
mobllo  ssscult's  by  1st  Bn,  27th  Infantry  (-)  and  2d  Bn,  27th  Infantiy  (-) 
on  IT  April  1966.  • 

(a)  Mnliocptors  initially  lifted  let  Bn.  ??th  Infantry  (-) 
to  IS  v&o  XT5351&  ■  Uffts  wore  oospletod  by  08h0. 

(b)  Co  B  (•)  2d  Bn,  27tb  Infantry  was  lifted  to  LZ's  vlo 
XlS?Ul80  and  ZT602172.  Lifts  were  oosplotod  by  0900. 

(3)  Tho  airmobile  operations  woro  smoothly  rad  offioiontly 
conducted.  Any  Aviation  support  was  exeollent  throughout  tho  operation. 

8.  Intolllgoaco . 

a.  Analysis  of  tom  An  in  oroa  of  operations  t  Terrain  in  tho 
•res  of  operations  wag  goncrally  low  and  flat  with  the  highest  elevation 
boing  7  motors.  Tho  ontlro  operational  area  was  oospr-eod  of  rieo  peddioe, 
dear  forost  and  numerous  hasO.ots  with  hedgerows  separating  tho  bonos. 
Hedgerows  provldod  weediest  cover  and  oonooalmont  for  tbs  onesy.  Thors 
were  no  obstacles  or  critical  tarrein  featurus  in  tho  aroa  of  operations. 
Observation  was  satoalleat  uxospt  in  hamlets  surrounded  by  hedgerows. 

b.  mtelligonoe  prior  to  operation]  70  activity  In  tha  area  of 
operations  has  b'  on  continuous  since  the  beginning  of  tbs  year.  VO  actions 
have  included  attacks,,  ambushes,  sniper  and  sertar  fires,  laying  of  mines 
and  booby  traps  and  eooetructioc  of  road  bleaks  along  Highway  1.  Most  of 
tho  VO  incidents  have  occurred  along  Highway  1  iron  NOOC  NX  (XT5915)  to 
89UJIO  BAM  (X&86150).  a  total  of  UO  incidents  sera  raaordad  along  this 


CMPiS&iTM  ^ . 
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bitUn  if  tho  (rtgtiay  sinoc  1  .t«  66*  Another  hot  spot  of  VO  incidents 
Ws  Wm  bitwn  eeord  HSiA-S-5dl?-5Sli*-51»lti .  a  vs  root  um  m  reported- 


ll  losatsd  at  IHUOO  KBS'  (XTJ517)  a  ad  utilised  daily  hr  th«  VO  foreaa.  Tbs 
only  significant  activity  within  tba  aroa  of  operations  has  boon  by  tho  l>th 
and  5th  Qayet  Qbicti  Platoons* 


o*  SttoUigonoo  during  the  operation*  Task  force  olenante  ware 
oooatQAtly  harraasod  by  inipor  fires,  IT  and  IP  dn as  and  booby  traps* 
throughout  tho  operation,  'US  forooa  unoounterod  oatimtod  VC  squad  alsed 
eloasota  without  any  significant  contacts.  Slwwnta  onoountorsd  wore  ho¬ 
llered  to  bo  local  guorilla  forces  of  tho  bth  and  5th  Quyst  Chi  on  Platoons. 


d.  WSathor  during  tho  operation  was  dry,  hot  and  tnmld. 


o.  initially,  tho  rill ag are  of  PHUOC  HUP  (XT55H73)  wore  hesitant 
and  oautious  of  US  forooa  but  becana  -openly  friendly  after  eoihaonoemnt  of' 
lODOAP. 


9*  Ml  salon  i  The  2d  Bdo,  25th  Infantry  Division  was  to  c.nduot  oper¬ 
ations  along  Highway  1  (ooorc5  XT591505U17)  to  looate,  wnnirclo  and  doatroy 
VO  foroes  in  the  area  oonnsnoin;  11  April  and  returning  to  beec>  oaap  on  ord\r. 


1C.  done opt  of  the  Opciationi  On  11  .prll,  tho  2d  Brigade  Task  Keren 
■owed  fron  OU  CHI  to  oonduot  detailed  aearoh  and  doatroy  operation*  in  AO 
APPLE  (XT5U18,  X£ltlU,  XT571h,  XT5718).  Tho  operation  was  conducted  in  five 

phases* 


Phase  I»  An  oncirbleaant  of  AO  APFUS  by  a i mobile  elemnts  of 
1st  Bn,  27  th  Infantry  and  a  ground  sore  on  by  B  V/  j/!*  Cavalry  waa  initl- 
,  atsd.  Concurrently,  2d  Bn,  27th  Infantry  Trek  i «t v.  ), •.■".noted  a  ground  aovo 
to  AO  APPLE,  soarohlng  and  destroying  during  their  u  . 


Phase  lit  Iho  1st  Bn,  27th  Infantry  (-)  Holm  and  2d  Bn,  27th 
infantry  (-)  Koinf  oonduotod  a  aystomtio  aoaroh  of  AO  APPLE,  coordinated 
to  on  trap  tho  VC  in  Obj  !.  (XT550175,  XT550160,  XT570160,  Xl5?01?3>.  B  Tip, 
3/U  Cav  socurod  tho  northern  flank  of  -0  •J’fLE  to  pr-vont  VC  infiltration 
fron  tho  aroa. 


Phono  HI)  Units  oonduotod  dotailod  and  hothodloal  saarohos  in 
their  respective  portion  of  ObJ  U. 

Phase  I V:  Tho  Brigade  Task  Force  returned  to  be so  oanp  on  13 
April  conducting  aoaroh  and  doatroy  operations  in  their  rvopcctivo  aonos 
adjaoent  to  Highway  1, 

Fhaso  Vi  Company  C  (♦)  1st  Bn,  27th  Infantry  established  a 
oospany  baso  vicinity  XT50O195  on  13  April.  Tho  oomoany  oonduotod  patrols 
end  ambushes  fron  thoir  baso  and  roturnud  to  bass  o:np  on  16  April. 

11.  Execution i  2d  Bde  roedvod  OPQRJ  lt-66,  25th  Inf  Oiv,  100130 
April  1?66. 

D-Day  (11  ..prll  1966) 


At  0700  Co  A,  1st  Bn,  69th  Amor  tu-vod  overland  to  s  blocking  position 
vio  XZ5U3158  norttsioet  cf  Ob j  3,  By  07U5  Conpanioe  A  and  B,  1st  Bn,  27th 
Ihfantry  had  begun  thoir  al mobile  assault  into  LZ  (Xl53$l5u)  woat  of  ObJ  }>% 
Auto na tic  traapona  fire  waa  roedvod  during  assault,  however  gunships  on  . 
station  quickly  suppressed  the  fires  and  killed  1  VO  (BC).  By  06U0  all 
eloeente  hod  arrived  at  the  12  and  companion  A  and  B  initiated  their  search  . 
and  destroy  operations  sowing  ebrwast  to  tho  oast.  Iho  Battalion  Task 
fores  had  oo spitted  thoir  operations  in  ObJ  3' by  1355  and  hsd  begun  thoir 
■owe  toward  ObJ  1*  (XTS617).  In  ObJ  3  no  significant  rqsiatsneo  was  enoounterod 
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'll 

hwnr,  $  VOt  ««r«  ooptured  an*  on*  killed  (BO),  kr  1545  the  1st  Id,  tTtfe 
M«Bf  Task  Fore*  In  oonjunoUt-n  with  the  3d  a-.,  27th  I  .funtry  Task  Fere* 
had  begun  to  tighten  tiio  nooae  around  Obj  l*.  At  ifa5  5  Vt'J  wore  apprehended 
In  the  area  and  evacuated  for  further  quosUcniiu.  The  Battalion  establish¬ 
ed  iaeir  fr  vie  1755716**  for  the  flight  ooi  dispatched  four  squad  deed 


2d  Bn,  27  th  Xnfantiy 

At  0700  Oo  B  (-)  re^nforowd  wlU.  ♦ho  Battalion  security  platoon,  end 
one  platoon  Oo  A,  6?‘h  Amor  be, run  their  sweep  north  of  Highway  1  to 
OBJ  i  Oast 17).  «;*?  vy  C  a.:<  i'io  Battalion  Ooamond  Group  be  pin  their 
■eve  at  070 5  to  pc.  V-.in  vie  X'15^3168.  C^npanv  B  was  horroaaod  by  VO 
snipers  using  evaaivr  taotiok  during  the  Famine.  At  0655  the  remaining 
elements  of  Company  D  wore  airlift'd  to  bloc  .104  positions  at  XT57U178 
end  30603172;  By  0925  Oowpcny  B  hod  linked  up  with  it*  olei.»uU)  at  the 
blocking  poeltione  and  eontinued  it#  tv  cop  through  Obj  1.  At  the  earn 
tin  Oospeny  0  was  el  earing  Obj  2  (30536158)  end  conducting  thorough  oearah 
of  the  village  of  FftUOC  MI  (305615) .  Tho  anarch  was  completed  without 
rcaiat&noo.  However,  et  1110  e  tank  waa  hit  by  a  aoMmand  detonatod  mine 
and  appnMdnatoly  a  equad  of  VC  opened  up  with  small  erne  on  tho  infcntiy 
in  tho  area.  Tho  VO  were  ioMdlstely  pursued,  but  they  withdraw.  13 
ouepeote  wore  apprehended  during  the  day  and  turned  ovor  to  tho  National 
Folia*.  At  1630  all  units  had  completed  their  scorch  and  destroy  opera¬ 
tions  and  hod  joined  tho  1st  Bn,  27th  Infantry  in  the  anoirolenont  of  Obj 
lit*  Tho  Battalion  forward  CP  was  looatod  at  3CT563168.  During  tho  night 
the  Battalion  occupied  a  rath  or  unconventional  Uoferso.  Sinco  the  Bn 
pexlmter  was  in  the  village  of  FHUOO  HUP  it  was  c'  -.osaaiy  to  have  security 
oriented  both  inward  and  outward  to  prevunt  atk.*  ■  - 1  detain  suapootod  VC. 

D+l  (12  April  66) 

1st  Bn,  27th  Ihfantry 

Ons  snbush  was  sprung  during  tho  ni^ht  vie  XT56;'160  resulting  in  1 
VC  KU  (BC),  3  KlA  (FOBS).  Tho  Battalion  3k.sk  Force  conducted  n  thorough 
and  dots llud  search  and  destroy  operation  in  tho  southern  portly  of  Obj 
1*  throughout  the  day.  Company  A,  3s  t  On,  69th  Armor  awopt  wost  end  south¬ 
west  of  Obj  1*.  Quaahipu  w»re  highly  useful  in  s\g>prt<B?l:>g  enssy  fires 
during  the  day,  accounting  for  10  VC  KIA  (FOBS).  Tho  Battalion  coiled 
for  the  night  via  XT558163. 


2d  Bn,  27th  Infantry  (Troop  B  (-3  3/1*  Coy) 

At  day  brook.  Troop  B  (-)  3/^*  Cav  occupied  blooking  positions  around 
Obj  It.  Ooqpsnies  B  and  C  oonmonoed  a  house  to  house  search  of  FHUOC  HIEP 
(3CT5617).  Tho  search  was  completed  by  071*5  and  a  return  swoop  was  con¬ 
ducted.  There  was  no  contact.  In  accordance  with  FRAU  QRD  1  to  OPOKD 
19-66,  Headquarters  2d  Bdo,  tho  Battalion  1?  aoved  north  to  clear  AO  SHORE 
and  ostoblish  a  battalion  base  in  vicinity  of  Position  ED  (3CT5719) .  Sporadic 
well  arms  fire  woe  roooivod  throughout  tho  day.  Four  tunnels  via  Xl5u9190 
worn  explored  with  negative  results  and  destroyed,  Ninos  in  tho  area  dis¬ 
abled  an  APO,  a  VTR,  end  a  front  lino  asbulanoo.  Tho  Battalion  S3  was  miod. 
another  infantrymen  Injured  as  a  result  of  the  mines.  Extensive  sweeps 
war*  conducted  by  coapsnios  B  and  C  in  tho  wooded  arcau  vlo  1T57U163. 

Night  defenses  were  established  in  Position  ED.  At  2030  one  VC  wae  killed 
while  attesting  to  sine  tho  road  vie  30571*183  • 

D*2  (13  April  1966) 
let  Bn,  27th  Ihf&ntry 

Ths  Battalion  Task  ForcflTnLt'  cablaahibn  Si  conduoting  search  and 
destroy  operations  north  of  and  parallel  to  Highway  1  during  the,  return 
to  bass  camp,  Tho  area  of  operation  is  habitually  mined  and  booby  trapped, 
with  oosmsnd  detonatod  mines  throughout  tho  area  being  oovered  by  small  : 
asms  fix*.  As  expected,  the  Battalion  encountered  these  obstaoles  during 
their  sweep.  Tonka  wore  utilised  to  doetroy  booby'  traps  in  the  aroa  and 
artillery  wss  employed  against  VC  anipare.  The  of  foe  tire  use  of  the  eo»> 


~C  CAJ  /*  J  Air/4 L  . 

bins*  im  ttM  sdLnisdtsd  oesualtlos  and  accounted  for  3  VC  KU  (FOBS) 
and  $  VOS  ospturod,  Tho  Task  Force  olosod  base  oamp  by  1159. 

A  seoond  mission  assigned  to  the  dattnlion  mcs  to  uatnMleh  a  rota- 
foreed  oospany  baso  In  the  vicinity  of  X 1580200  from  which  combat  patrols 
sad  ambushas  could  bo  dispatched  error  a  par  led  of  sevoral  days.  Oospany 
0,  which  had  boon  Manning  tho  Battalion  perimeter  in  baso  oasp,  «as 
assigned  this  Mission, .  Oio  Oospany  departed  baso  oanp  at  0725  conducting 
a  sotor  sar oh  td  thoir  assigned  baso  area.  One  vehicle  was  damaged  during 
tho  serve  by  a  booby  troppad  CBU.  Upon  arrival  in  thoir  aToa  tho  oospany 
immediately  conducted  local  toarch  and  dostroy  operations  to  clour  tho  area. 
Defensive  positions  wero  prop  red,  artillery  and  mortar  concentrations 
racists  red,  and  plans  fomulatoU  for  tho  night's  operations.  The  company 
wss  reinforced  by  a  heavy  section  of  tanks  at  1505.  Throw  ambush  sites 
were  established  during  tho  night,  none  having  contact. 

2d  Bn.  27th  Infantry 

The  Battalion  Task  Force  was  given  tho  mission  of  conducting  coordinate ' 
soarch  and  dostroy  oporatieno  moving  abreast  of  the  1st  Bn,  2?th  Infantry 
Task  Forco  on  rvtum  to  base  oomp,  Tho  Battalion  Task  Force  usod  tank  in¬ 
fantry  teams  supported  with  mortars  and  artillery  while  moving  through  this 
sniper  and  booby  trap  infactod  aroa.  At  llltO  Company  C  made  maximum  use 
of  its  combined  arms  oapability  when  the  company  was  engaged  by  automatic 
weapons  firo.  Shall  arms  fire  was  immodintoly  returned,  tanks  instan¬ 
taneously  rushed  tho  auapootod  VC  positions,  ,-od  U.2  firo  a  wero  directed 
on  tho  VO.  The  action  resulted  in  3  VC  XIA  (3C»  2  XIA  (POSS)  and  one  KLUI2 
riflo  captured.  Sporadic  sniper  firo  was  roc  :  throughout  tho  day. 

Artillery  and  mortnrs  wore  usod  to  supprusw  U  •-  .  •  3 Three  tanka  wore 
boggod  down  in  tho  terrain  and  had  to  be  extrao  . .  VIH.  Thu  3attalion 
Task  Forco  cloeod  base  camp  by  lUOO  with  tho  cxt<..  jr.  cf  tho  tanka  oul  a 
■ocurity  forco,  Tho  tanka  with  security  worn  roturn-d  by  1625. 

DtU-Ot6  (lh-16  April  1966) 

Co  C.  lat  Bn,  27th  Infantry 

Tha  cospany  oontinuod  to  opomte  in  the  vicinity  of  their  baso  area 
conducting  soarch  and  destroy  operations  during  tho  day  and  establishing 
ambushes  at  night.  Tha  first  VC  contact  occurred  at  1500  on  lit  April, 

During  the  swoop,  the  oonpnny  (-)  engaged  VC  snipers  vie  XT589186.  Attached 
tanks  fired  ccnnistor  but  VC  oasualtioa  vreru  unknown.  One  VCS  was  appre¬ 
hended  on  tho  same  day  vie  XT561191.  During  tho  day,  tte  company  was  ro- 
suppllod  by  air.  Three  night  ambushas  wure  established.  On  15  April  the 
oospany  was  reinforoed  with  a  tank  platoon  whloh  relieved  the  hoavy 
section  that  had  been  in  support  of  tho  company.  Thero  wee  no  VC  contact 
during  tho  day.  On  16  April  the  oospany  (♦)  returned  to  base  casp  closing 
by  1515.  The  oospany  (*)  conducted  a  foot  ir.ro I.  to  base  antp  destroying 
30  tunnels  and  killing  2  'K  by  norV.r  firo  during  tho  move.  Tho  unit's 
ispodlmsnta  was  retumod  by  sotorited  cornray, 

12.  Results t 

Friendly  Losses  1 

XXAi  1 
W2At  31 


Si Qfay  Losses « 

XU  (BC)t  21 
'  XU  (POSS)i  27 
VCCt  U 
VCS 1  •  U3 

Equipment  Captured/ 

Destroyed »  1  HUE2  rifle,  30  rus  cal 
30,  37  tunnols,  55  struntu; 
1  bag,  of  documents. 


fr 


following  1*  *  r»oopituloU3n^  ^4®:|o^iHioloi  and  tasks. 

0»  A,  1st  .BBi-figth  unaori 

2  Teaks  dnaae**!;  both  repaired  in  the  field, 

1  4PC  daaagod;  repaired  In  the  field. 

B  Troop.  3d  Sodn.  bth  Cavalry i 

1  APC  was  damogod  and  oracuatod.  ‘ 

1  VT&  wns  damogod  sad  ovaeuntod. 


:.r  m 


y. 


2d  Bn,  27th  Ihfnntiyi 

1  K-170l/b  ton  dosDgod  and  repaired  In  the  fluid. 
Administrative  Matters  I 
&.  ajpfilyi 

(1)  All  resupply  of  Class  I,  7  and  water  was  offoatod  by  air, 

(2)  1  forward  support  operations  oentor  was  not  usod  duo  to' 
the  proximity  of  tha  operational  area  to  baso,  oamp, 

(3)  Support  Command  positioned  ono  5000  gal  and  ono  1200  gal 
JP-b  tenter,  and  ono  5000  gal  water  tanker  at  the  resupply  helipad, 

(b)  POL  consumption  was  as  follows • 

Co  A,  1st  Bn.  6?th  Armor >  7r -  \  i.  3A  Cavi 


1610  gallons  DIESEL 
500  gallons  NOGUS 


500  sallons  DIESEL 
1000  gallons  KOOAS 


(5)  4  total  of  82  resupply  sorties  were  flown,  airlifting 
52*2  tons  of  supply.  The  following  is. a  breakdown  by  alass  of  supply i 


Class  1  -  8.U  tons 
Class  V  -  10.6  tons 
Water  -13.3  tons 


POL  -  7.5  tons 
Mlsc  -  12.it  tons* 


b.  Combat  loads  •  Upon  departing  from  baso  camp  porsonnol 
carried  two*  cantoons  of  water,  two  O-Rotion  mo  ala.  Aaiisinltlon  loads  were 
as  follawsi 

Kill -2 00  ids;  KL6-30O  rds;  M1UE2-3O0  rds;  H60-1500  rds;  ' 

•'  M79-36  rds;  5  UW's  par  platoon;  b  olaynoroa  por.  platoon;  '• 

2  hand  jpenados  per  man;  2  CS/C8  grenades  por  fire  team. 

o',  Noreal  maintenanea  was  conducted  throughout  tho  operation, 

d,  Du  a  toff '  s  woro  utilised  for  emergency  evaeuationo;  resupply 
ships  far  extraction  of  minor  oasualtiob.'  - 

lb,-  Special  oquipmont  and  toohniquos:  • 

*  »  % 

a.  Starlight  dertoos  wore  oarrtod  end  Utilised,  pn.patrolardnd 

night  defenses.  .  »  ,  .  ... 

I  *  «, 

b,  1st  Ba,  27th  Infantry  airlifted  taotioal  vify*  an&  sand  bags1''  •* 
to  their  operational  area  tp  strengthen  night  defensos,.  ‘ 

.  ..!•  ■  -  .■  ,  V-' 

a,  2d  Bn,27th  Latently  dpvised  an  "overnight  resupply  package* 


■  ■/ 


•  ;v. -T- 
7j.?- 


•  .i*“  thC,r  '■ 


o 


o 


,  V* 

■*  fc°  -  £ 

%»  nril - “  4b*  night  defense.  Th*  jochtge  which  v*»  delivered  by  *lr 

to  th*  tit*  «*Uot*d  for  night  defeats  oon*l*t*d-of  20,000  rda  5*56s»l. 
6C0Q  nit  7.62,  12,000  rda  7.62  MIA,  1*00  UOnra  rda,  30  LAW'S,  25  clan®** 
lUM,  25M-Lu  mines,  500  hand  grsnad *a.  50  filora  HS  rda  p*r  mortar,  trip 
flare*,  and  two,  flamethrowers. 


35*  ©wwawder'a  Analysis! 

a.  Whon  Armor  la  employed  with  Infancy,  th*  tank  out  always 
pr*o*d«  th*  infantry  fay  a  minimum  of  tmnty-fiv*  motor*.  This  procedure 
parmlt*  Ui*  tonka  to  destroy  AP  uinos  and  booq^  traps  ahead  of  th*  ,  i 
friendly  troops  and  also  givsa  thsm  fr**dom  to  fib*  thslr  rodn  armament! 

are  sro  silent  for  us*  on  seloetAve  destructive  type  missions  wh *r» 
you  want  to  protect  innocant  olviliano  in  tha  oraa. 

b.  Units  mast  plan  to  begin  propara, tiona  for  the  night  d&feaae 
batwaan  2500  tp  1600  hour*.  This  allows  sufficient  tima  for  iaauanoa  of 
naoaaaory  ordara,  raoonnaiaaonoo,  oarlol  resupply,  to  inolude  night  tima 
defensive  pockets,  and  propar  preparations  of  defensive  poaitions. 

i 

,  o.  T*oopa  mat  bo  conatantly  on  tho  lookout  for  punjl  pita) 

tranohaa,  arid  concealed  b unkora  along  bamboo  hodgerows. 

• , 

dt  National  Police  proved  to  be  inof festive  in  controlling  traf- 
flc  in  PHDOC  SUSP.  Many  civilians  (VCS)  wore  permitted  to  leave  tho  arm 
by  alAply  boarding  a  bus  baaido  tha  National  Folic*.  US  For  cos  nuat 
strengthen  these  posts  and  auporviao  tho  National  Prlioo  in  tho  8 crooning 
and  search  of  civilian  traffic  and  paraonnol* 


o.  A  rlflo  oonpany  wao  doployod  about  -J-  inters  from  where 
anothar  Brigade  rifle  oompory  defensive  porinotor  .  .tt-.ckcd  by  e  VC 

battalion  about  10  days  oar  liar.  This  attempt  to  ".-.it"  tho  emery  into 
an  attack  did  not  work  during  the  period  D*k  to  i)+6  as  contact,  was  very 
light.  It  may  hnvo  boon  that  the  oonpary's  dofonsoa  wero  obviously  strong 
as  tonka  wero  attached. 


16.  Recommendations i 


a.  Combined  arms  tack  forces  should  always  be  utiliiod  when¬ 
ever  possible  in  order  to  afford  the  infantryman  protection  and  provide 
rapid  reaction  capability. 

b.  Whenever  National  Polios  are  utilised  to  ncreon  and  ooaroh 
civilians,  US  Military  representatives  should  be  present  to  insura  that 
th*  Mission  la  being  aoeotylished  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

o.  Units  should  not  bo  given  large  areas  for  detailed  ooaroh 
Missions,  unless  sufficient  forces  cro  provided  to  encirolo  the  area. 
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TO«  OoNMuoding  General 

aSth  Inf  entry  Division 
ARK  1  Q3 

APO  OS  Foroee  9622? 


1.  Attached,  herewith,  ie  Coebat  After  Action  Import,  (^oration 
HIAKAZOO,  1st  Battalion  (Maohanised),  5  th  Infantry. 

2.  this  operation  was  designated  "Operation  KAfc’A"  V  your  headquarters. 
ICR  IBB  GftllAMDBli 
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HEADQUARTERS 

1ST  BATTALICN  (MSCH)  5TH  INFANTRY 
APO  S<n  ffranolsoo  9622$ 

AVTISM-C  6  Key  1966 

8IMKT1  After-Action  Report,  Operation  KALAMAZOO 


TO*  Commanding  Officer 

2d  Brigade 

25th  Inf  on try  Divio  ion 
APO  U.S.  Foroes  96225 


1 .  Operation  KALAMAZOO,  soar  oh  and  destroy. 

2.  Data:  1 3fi6fif)APB6(>.  1  LI  830APR66 . 

3.  Generali  The  let  Bn  (Me oh)  5th  Infantry,  2d  Bde,  25th  Inf 
Div,  conducted  eearch  end  destroy  operations  in  TAGR  (Incl  l),  The 
Bn  OPCRD  No  17-66  me  issued  et  121/#>APR66.  Lt  Col  T.  U.  Greer  is 
the  reporting  officer.  Tssk  organisation  and  commanders  were  as  fol¬ 
lows  1 

1st  Bn  (Koch)  5th  Inf  (Lt  Col  T,  U.  Greer,  commending) . 

Tm  RENNER  (Capt  J.  A.  Renner,  commanding),  Co  A,  l/5th 
Much;  3/C/1/69th  Armored/  1  demo  tm, 

Ta  GUTZMAN  (Capt  P.  C.  Gutzaan,  ccnnanding),  Co  C  (-), 
l/69th  Armored;  3/V>/5th  Keeh;  1/B/1/5th  Meoh; 

1  dano  tm, 

Tn  VICKERY  (Capt  E.  B.  Vickery,  commanding),  Co  B  (-), 

1/5th  Mach;  3/c/l/o9th  Armored;  1  doao  to. 

Reoon  Platoon  (1/Lt  D.  T.  Schou). 

Hvy  Mort  Plat  (1/Lt  J,  Z.  McQuinn) . 

4*  Intelligence. 

a.  The  305th  Battalion  of  the  165th  A  Regiment  had  established 
hoses  in  the  Filhol  Plantation  and  continues  to  conduct  harassing  type 
activities  within  the  plantation  and  the  outlying  areas.  During  the 
hours  of  darkness,  radar  has  detected  vehicular  movement  along  the 
roads  and  trails  running  through  the  plantation  area.  The  last  reported 
looatlon  of  the  305th  Bn  was  in  the  vie  ooord  XT  650208  on  9  Apr  66.  Docu¬ 
ments  captured  at  this  location  revealed  that  personnel  from  the  let  and 
4th  Companies  of  the  305th  were  involved  in  the  action.  It  was  also  be¬ 
lieved  that  elements  of  the  305th  Br.  took  part  in  the  attack  on  A/2/27th 
on  5  April.  The  307th  Bn  was  believed  to  be  operating  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woods 
area  with  the  last  reported  looatlon  an  1 1  April  in  ohe  vie  XT  614255, 

XT  614268  and  XT  634267.  Aa  a  result  of  recent  combat  operations,  the 
305th  Bn  was  not  considered  to  be  at  full  strength. 

b.  During  the  operation  no  major  mieoy  force  of  significant 
else  was  engaged  by  this  wit.  Several  ambushes  were  employed;  however, 
no  night  contact  was  made.  Elements  of  the  IF  received  automatic  wea¬ 
pons  fire  from  uppnadaately  15-20  VC.  This  was  the  largest  enemy  con¬ 
tact  during  the  entire  operation-  Xt  was  expected  that  cnoe  the  VC  de¬ 
termined  a  major  U.S.  effort  was  launched  the  VC  would  exfiltrate  north 
to  the  Ho  Bo  Woods. 
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«.  Th*  terrain  was  primarily  dense  to  sparsely  populated 
rubber  trees  and  riot  paddies.  There  nri  scattered,  thickly  wooded  v 
irtii  which  considerably  limited  visibility.  There  were  no  natural 
obetAclee  to  tracked  movstfeit)  however,  all  roads,  trails  and  traffic- 
able  areas  were  mined.  The  weather  caused  no  change  In  plans  or  courses 
of  action. 


5.  Mission!  TP  GREER  conducts  search  and  destroy  operations  in 
the  TACR,  aaxaandng  13/B60^APM66,  establishes  TP  base  vicinity  Pen 
VICKI  (XT  647207)  and  prepared  for  operations  into  the  Ho  Do  Woods  on 
order. 


6.  Concept  of  Operation!  TP  GREER  attacks  with  Tm  VICKERX,  Tm 
GKJTZKAN  end  Ta  RENNER  to  seise  VICKI,  GRACE  and  ROSE,  respectively. 

Xaoh  team  oonduote  aearoh  and  destroy  operations  in  AO  and  continues  the 
attack  an  order  (Inol  1), 

7.  Bfcecuticni  TP  GRSBl  departed  base  camp  at  0600  and  all  ele¬ 
ments  crossed  the  ID  by  0630  hours,  Ta  VICKSC  arrived  on  the  edge  of 
Dsn  VICKI  at  0700  and  by  0718  the  pan  was  seised  and  occupied  without 
tneny  reels  tones.  Ta  OUT2MTJ  seised  end  secured  Pen  GRACE  at  0722.  As 
Ta  VICKERX  and  Tm  GUTMAN  oouaenaed  the  search  in  their  AO,  Ta  RENNER 
seised  and  secured  Psn  ROSE  at  0000  and  immediately  started  a  detailed 
search  of  the  AO.  The  aearoh  progressed  methodically  end  at  081 1  one 
ATC  tr cm  Co  C,  l/69th  hit  on  .VI  ui  is  vie  XT  655176.  No  oaaualtioe  wars 
sustained)  however,  the  vehicle  could  not  be  ro paired  in  place  and  was 
evacuated.  By  0905  Ta  VICKEKI  was  occupying  Psn  VIOLET  aid  preparing  to 
move  to  Psn  VESA,  Keunwhila,  Ta  GUTS  IAN,  anroute  to  Ten  GLORIA,  had 
three  ATC1  a  throw  tracks  due  to  dense  voccftaticn.  Forward  progress 
woe,  tsapcrerily  impeded;  however,  the  vehicles  were  repaired  in  place 
and  continued  with  the  advance  to  Pen  GLORIA.  Che  AFC  fren  Tm  RBOUBt 

hit  on  AT  mine  200  motors  east  of  Psn  ROSE,  No  casualties  were  sustained) 
however,  the  vehicle  hed  to  be  evacuated  duo  to  the  extant  of  damage. 
Personnel  frea  Ta  RENNER  found  and  destroyed  a  box  of  grenades  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  downed  ATC,  At  0950  Tm  GUTMAN  arrived  on  Pan  GLORIA 
end  began  searching  operations.  Tm  RENNER  received  automatic  weapons 
fire  Iran  the  SE  of  Pen  ROSS  at  0958  end  qaiekly  maneuvered  elements 
in  an  attaupt  to  r«i  down  the  VC.  At  0950  gmships  reported  receiving 
heavy  automatic  fire  from  IT  632238.  (Area  ZULU)  and  Ta  VICKJHI  was 
diverted  into  the  area.  Arty  fires  were  adjusted  throughout  Area  ZUBJ 
as  Ta  VICK  SKI  moved  rapidly  into  the  area  with  the  mission  of  sweeping 
the  area,  around  the  sroek  via  XT  643233.  Co  A,  1/5th  Hech  reported  one 
non  slightly  wounded  by  rifle  grmiade  fragments  while  chasing  a  email  VC 
element  vie  Pan  VICKI  at  1030.  Helicopters  reported  receiving  growd 
fire  from  XT  627175  at  1110  and  Ta  GUTMAN  was  instructed  to  move  to 
that  vicinity  and  develop  the  situation.  A  mod  evaa  trade  of  Ta 
RENNER  hit  an  AT  mine  cn  Ten  RGBS  at  1120  that  blow  one  track  off  end 
damaged  the  road  wheel.  No  oasualtiee  were  sustained  and  the  vehicle 
was  evacuated.  Ta  GUZMAN,  working  in  the  southern  edge  of  Psn  OLCGXA, 
received  mortar  firs  it  1 123  and  el  scents  were  maneuvered  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  firs  in  an  attest  to  suppress  it.  Che  tank  of  Tm  OUT  MAH 
was  hit  by  a  round  from  on  AT  weep®  at  1 140  that  penetrated  the  tank 
end  wounded  one  man.  The  tank  was  slightly  damaged  and  ocntlnued  the  - 
oovasmt.  The  AT  weapon  was  later  identified  as  an  HTO-2,  whs*  the  fin 
aasesfely  was  found.  Co  A  received  rifle  grenade  fire  cn  Pen  ROBE  at 
1157  from  an  estimated  reinforced  rifle  squad.  Tbs  unit  returned  Olan 
mortar  fire  on  the  ensny  as  troops  were  maneuvered  against  the  sneqr, 
but  the  sm^t  broke  oentoot.  During  the  sigogsuant,  Tm  R9INER  sustained 
five  Mil's  fraa  rifle  grsiade  shrapnel.  At  1210,  Tm  VXOKBff  arrived  in 
Area  ZULU  *d*ere  the  helicopter  received  fire  (XT  627173)  end  began  a 
ayatsaotie  search  of  the  area  and  WbUlA  an  airborne  observer  spotted 
approximately  10  VC  breaking  cut  into  the  opst  200  meters  in  front  of 
Tm  VIGOR'S  elements  Who  qvdekly  pushed  in  that  direction  while 
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4,2*  aartar  firs  -««  adjusted  into  the  target  wmm  a  irftanio 
Search  of  t urinal •  and  bunkers  In  ths  area  revealed  a  rios  oaohe  but 
no  VO  and  the  search  was  oentinuad.  At  1216  hour*  the  land  tank  hit 
m  AT  mine  that  blew  cno  track  off  and  damaged  tha  road  wheal,  Two 
AFC's  Area  Tm  BBMBl  hit  AT  mines  at  1230  tfcila  searching  Pan  ROBS, 
sousing  moderate  dosage  to  tha  APC'a  and  thraa  minor  VIA' a,  vhe  war* 
treated  and  remained  with  tha  wit.  At  1255  tha  Bn  Cadr  in  a  C  &  0 
helicopter  spotted  10  VC  who  wara  flushed  in  tha  open  toy  Tm  VICKEOT 
vio  XT  64172238.  4.2"  mortar  fir  a  was  delivered  on  tha  VC  and  two  VC 
killa  wara  aatloatod.  Tt  VXCK3GC  oentinuad  to  aaaroh  Ara a  ZULU  and  at 
1302  tha  unit  sustained  two  KIA'e  and  cna  WIA  from  email  anna  lira  from 
spider  holaa  vio  XT  638236.  Small  aims  and  automatic  weapons  flra  waa 
returned.  Raocn  Platoon  found  a  rioe  cache  of  apircodmately  l0OO  lbs 
at  1348  via  7Q  678222.  Two  VC  were  aeon  entering  a  house  in  tha  6117 
grid  square  by  gun  ships  at  1402,  An  dretrika  was  delivered  on  the 
house  at  1419  and  a  a  seen  dory  eecploeicn  occurred.  At  1415  RENJBR 
found  and  destroyed.  &  small  annuniticn  oaoha  vio  XT  646229.  Tm  VICXEXff 
auatainad  two  KIA*  ■  end  six  MIA' a  from  a  heavy  volume  of  accurate  rifle 
grenades  and  small  arras  fire  from  XT  635235  at  1442*  Tha  unit  Immediate¬ 
ly  engaged  the  VC  by  fire  and  maneuver,  but  the  VC  broke  contact.  The 
search  was  continued  and  at  1510  tha  arew  chief  of  a  resupply  helicopter, 
diverted  to  the  area  for  evacuation  of  Co  B's  WlA»s,  was  wounded.  At 
1520,  the  IF  VTR  hit  an  AX  nine  vie  XT  640223,  causing  mod  or  at  o  damage 
to  the  track)  however,  no  casualties  were  sustained.  Reocn  Platoon  found 
40  graves  at  1620  hours  vie  XT  654223.  An  inspection  of  the  grave  aitea 
disclosed  that  the  headstones  wore  angravod  with  VC  flags  and  oarbinee 
engraved  wder  the  flag.  The  gravee  were  determined  to  bo  cne  month  old. 
One  APC  frao  Co  A,  V  5th  Hoch  hit  an  AT  mine  vio  XT  640227.  Extensive 
dotage  waa  done  to  the  right  track)  harover,  no  casualties  were  sustained. 
In  GUTMAN  spotted  a  VC  who  was  getting  Into  a  well.  The  unit  gave  chose 
as  the  VC  moved  down  into  the  well  and  into  a  tunnel  entranoe  that  branch¬ 
ed  off  firem  the  well.  A  thorough  search  of  the  well  and  tunnel  disclosed 
no  VC  or  equipment.  The  well  and -all  tunnel  entrances  wore  destroyed. 
Another  APC  from  Tm  RENNER  hit  an.  AX  min#  vie  XT  666225  at  1825,  causing 
minor  damage  to  the  track.  The  vehicle  waa  repaired  and  placed  into  ac¬ 
tion.  A  tank  of  Tm  GUTMAN,  while  tewing  a  damaged  tank,  hit  an  AT  mine 
at  1833,  causing  minor  damage  to  the  traok.  Tm  RENNER  killed  one  VC  at 
1834  who  eaargod  from  a  hole  and  threw  a  grenade  at  on  APC  vio  XT  639217* 
At  1840  a  tank  crew  with  &  stuck,  vehido  via  XT  628229  shot,  end  killed 
throe  VC  who  were  attempting  to  emplace  a  naehinogun  approximately  100 
maters  from  the  mired  tank.  By  1 857  Tm  RENNER,  Tm  GUT2MAN,  end  Reocn 
Platoon  closod  into  the  Bn  area  and  were  preparing  defenses  for  the 
night.  At  the  some  time  a  flare  ship  was  requested  far  the  personnel 
extracting  three  tanks  which  had  become  mired  in  Tm  VI CREEPS  area  dur¬ 
ing  the  afternoon.  The  vehicles  were  finally  extracted  and  dosed  into 
Tm  VICKEKPs  area  at  2325  hours.  Between  2330  and  0200  no  enaoy  contact 
was  made,  tha  YICKKIff  received  on  undetermined  numb  or  of  rifle  grenades 
into  their  position  vie  XT  632235  at  0205  causing  ano  casualty  (minor) 
who  was  treated  and  remained  with  the  unit  until  0750.  Tm  RENNER  de¬ 
parted  the  Bn  perimeter  at  0645  enroute  to  check  the  area  bordered  by 
roads  from  XT  641221  to  XI  644214. to  XT  670233  to  XT  667238.  At  the 
same  time  Tm  GUTMAN  moved  out  to  check  the  sector  bordered  by  roads  £tm 
XT  644214  to  XT  648207  to  XT  677225  to  XT  673231  with  a  NE  direction  of 
attack.  The  teams  had  the  additional  mission  of  checking  tho  trench  ore* 
vicinity  Psi  VICKI  and  VERA.  By  0743,  Tm  RENNER  had  completed  searching 
the  first  portion  of  their  objective  area  and  Imaediataly  moved  to  check 
the  remainder  of  its  sector.  At  0750  cne  AFC  hit  an  AT  mine.  No  damage 
was  dene  to  the  traok)  howevw,  two  minor  WIA* s  were  sustained  and,  after 
treatment,  remained  with  the  wit.  Two  oooaend  detonated  minte  were  set 
off  against  cna  of  Tm  RENNER* s  AFC's  via  XT  643219  at  0803  hours.  No 
(Usage  was  don#  to  the  traok  and  tho  unit  ocmaenoed  a  chase  attaspting  to 
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owtro  the  70,  Tta  VZCKBRX  received  automatic  wgapena  Hr*  at  0846  f*«m 
the  streamline  no  XT  628223,  Arty  fir*  was  adjusted  on  the  araa  and 
the  anasgr  broka  contact.  No  results  could  ba  deturalned.  Tha  1 5n  *aj, 
traveling  with  cne  tank  and  cna  AFC,  received  fire  at  0915  from  an  esti¬ 
mated  15-20  70  vie  XT  628223,  Arty  Tiro  wae  immediately  adjusted  on  tha 
eneqy.  Thraa  70  kill  a  war#  estimated.  Tn  VICKEUX  bag  an  a  a  weeping  search 
of  thalr  araa  at  0950  and  immediately  a  tart  ad  to  receive  light  small  arms 
fire.  Automatic  and  wall  ,>naa  fire  was  returned  and  in  tha  ensuing  fire 
fight,  cna  WXa  woa  sustained  before  the  enssy  i  roke  oontaet.  to.  VlCXSCf  p nr- 
auad  in  the  direoticn  of  the  fleeing  VC  and  at  1 10?  spotted  one  VC  getting 
into  a  hole.  As  tha  VC  moved  into  tha  hole,  five  AT  mines  wore  eat  off 
around  tha  hole.  Blamenta  of  Tn  VXCKERX  moved  up  to  the  hole  and  a  check 
disclosed  that  three  acre  AT  mines  were  around  the  hola  and  that  the  70 
wee  inside.  The  VC  woe  killed  and  the  min  os  destroyed  and  the  team  was 
instructed  to  couplet e  its  mission  and  return  to  the  Dn  CP.  On  its  way 
back,  Co  Df  l/5th  Mach  was  given  the  mission  of  Shacking  the  area  where 
a  secondary  explosion  was  observed  on  13  Apr  vio  XT  636253*  Tn  RENNER 
located  a  rice  oache  at  1535  vie  XT  645215.  In  the  process  of  checking 
the  rice  oache  it  was  found  to  be  boobytrapped  and  the  unit  sustained  one 
KlA  and  two  WXA's.  A  Duet  Off  helioopter  received  automatic  weapons  fire 
frua  vie  XT  640225  end  could  not  land.  0 unships  and  Arty  book  the  auto¬ 
matic  weapons  under  attack.  Oparcticn  KALAMAZOO  was  terminated  at  1  TO? 
and  by  1900  all  elements  of  TP  GREER  hod  returned  to  base  oemp. 

8.  Supporting  Far  cess  I:  try  C,  l/8th  Arty  (U3)j  l/8th  Arty  (-)  (0S)j 
3/l3th  Arty  (GS),  Lt  Fire  Tu  ('J;:1D)}  Tac  Air. 

9.  Results  i 

a.  VC  killed  tocnflreed  and  estimated). 

(1)  9  VC  killed  (body  cornt). 

(2)  15  VC  killed  (estimated). 

(3)  15  VC  suepeota  detained, 

b.  Destroyed: 

(1)  69  hand  grenades. 

(2)  68  tunnels  (short). 

(3)  12  GDU  baabe. 

(4)  4  rifle  gr  modes. 

(5)  15  AT  mines. 

(6)  3  6Com  duds, 

(?)  9  105m  duds. 

(8)  1  8"  dud. 

(9)  1  M72  LJf. 

(10)  ?  20mm  rounds, 

(11)  20  .50  eel  rounds. 

4 

C  o/>*r-/t0e„  7~/s4L 


jvl  Co/v  rAOjeAsrs* 

sn LBOA-O  6  May  1966 

SQUBSi  AftacwAotion  Bapcrt*  Operation  XlTAHIZOO 

(13)  13  1/4  lb  blocks  cf  dynamite, 

»■•  *4  t,  ✓  .  .  .  . 

(13)  ,  350  round*  7.6am  linked  no, 

(14)  41  bwksrs. 

(15)  36  building*. 

(16)  3  trmohM. 

(17)  50  boebytrape. 

*  > 

(Id)  2*600  lbs  of  rios  (boebytrappad) , 

(19)  1  Ruoaian  MG. 

(20)  300  Ml  pounds.  ' 
o.  Captured i 

(1)  Miscellaneous  papers  and  documents. 

(2)  1  rills*  U.S.,  Ml. 

(3)  2  HTO  rounds. 

(4)  2  RPG  charges. 

(5)  1  large  Chioau  grenade, 
d.  U.S.  Equipment  Damaged* 

(1)  8  ATC‘«  -  AT  nines. 

(2)  1  VIS  -  AT  Bine, 

(3)  2  tanks  -  AT  weapons. 

(4)  1  tank  -  AT  nine* 

10,  Administrative  Matt erst 

&.  P era cnr. els  484  personnel  started  the  operation  and  452 
oompLeted*  three  of  whan  were  UlA's  who  had  returned  to  duty.  There 
were  seven  KlA‘s  and  27  WIA's  (Inal  2). 


b.  Supplies i  Resupply  was  accomplished  by  helicopter  freo 
base  camp.  At  times  the  unit  had  three  helicopters  working  and  at 
other  times  only  one.  Ode  nods  all  neoeaaory  helicopter  support  avail¬ 
able.  Due  to  experience  gained  in  previous  oparetiais  tho  resupply  use 
of  helicopters  was  acre  efficient.  The  proviaus  evorago  per  lift  was 
935  lbs.  During  Operation  KALAMAZOO*  the  average  par  lift  was  1125  lbs* 
5,700  lbs  of  water,  5*880  lbs  Class  1,  8,270  lbs  Class  V  and  1910  lbs 
Class  XI  and  IV  wars  lifted.  It  was  not  nsoessary  to  offset  resupply  of 
Class  III.  Tho  Dn  expended  600  rounds  of  5.56am,*  1000  rounds  of  7.62am* 
900  rounds  of  .50  ael*  45  rounds  of  40mt*  106  rounds  of  4*2"  mertsr  HS 
(16  VI  fused  end  20  UP)*  132  hand  grmsdos*  5  CS-1  grenades*  31  smoko 
grenades  and  100  lbs  of  TNT, 

o.  Melntanonos,  One  H88  and  eight  Ml  13* a  btoamt  inoperable. 
The  M 88  end  five  Ml  13'*  wars  disabled  due  to  a  oasbinaticn  of  mines  and 
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r/ML 


rf-r-  ft! -  TfcottS  ad  fire  af  tew  10 138a  ww  i afcumad  to 

(Mr  d»int  tha  operatic  .  HI  tferaa  of  tha  1013**  not  retimed  to  Mr 
WN  die*>lod  (tea  to  eofcat  iWafi, 

d.  Tranaportation.  tho  Eta  oaww d  2962  gallons  of  MOMS* 

a.  Oananioatlcna.  No  oo—wl  cation  probl—  wri  snoooator- 
«d  dining  tho  op— td.cn. 

11.  apocUl  BpdpMAt  mu. i  Taohnlquaai  Nona. 

12.  Cownandar's  Jnalyolai 

a.  Tho  araa  la  tho  eicinity  of  CbJ  HOSE  waa  laood  with  adnas 
anl  tho  VC  wara  oaitiouaualjr  log ring  thoa  throughout  tho  oporotlcn.  It 
la  a  difficult  aroa  to  traeoraa  without  hitting  xinas.  a a  there  aro 
only  a  fair  aroaa  1  rarer  aaM  a  without  difficulty  by  track  rshiolea. 

b.  It  woo  our  pricing  that  tharo  woro  oo  aany  unhlowi  Mm ala 
la  tho  CbJ  BOSS  aroa.  ajaco  tho  aroa  haa  boon  worked  boforo  by  this 
diviaicn. 

a.  The  area  north  of  Bach  Son  freak  between  XT  645232  and 
XT  653255.  haa  nmr  been  worked  by  thia  division.  It  ia  hollered  that 
this  aroa  1a  well  twneled  and  well  used  by  tho  VC. 

13.  Conelivdcna  and  Lessens  Learned!  No  new  lessons  learned. 

FOR  THE  CCMUNMHi 
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8UBJKJT1  Combat  Aft”*?  Action  Biport  (RCS/J3/32) 


H*  Niar  1966 


TO» 


CbKsaoSlng  General 
25th  Inf -vi try  Division 
AVENi  02 

APO  US  forces  96225 


1.  (Operation  XAHAU)  CPOflD  21-66. 

2.  160700  April  -  211JL0  April  66. 

3.  2d  Bda,  25th  Infantry  Division  conducted  search  end  destroy 
operations  in  the  north»:es  tern  portion  of  Hau  Nghin  Provinoe  in  area 
bounded  by  ooordinatee  XTUl*30,  ITS 012,  XT5712,  XT6C28.  The  operation  was 
a  three  battalion  sized  operation  reinforced  with  on  Armored  oajqpony  and. a 
Cavalry  troop. 

It.  Control  Headquarters]  2d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division. 

5.  Reporting  Officer:  Colonel  L.  M.  Johnson,  Jr. 

6.  Task  Organisation  and  Counanderi  were  as  follows] 

Phase  I  and  Hi  (16-1?  April) 


C  OAjF/Ji£AJ  rJAU 


1  Sod  B/65 


7*  supporting  Forces  t 
a.  Artillery  Support* 

(1)  Organisation  for  Combat. 

(a)  1/8  Arty: 

1  1/8  Arty  (-)«  OS  2d  Bde 

2  B  1/8  ArtF»  03  25th  Inf  Blv 

(b)  3A3  Arty. 

1  3/13  Arty  (-)s  OS  25th  Inf  Div 

2  B  3/13  Arty i  OSK  3/8  Arty  (-) 

2  Plat  (B"  How)  D  3/13 »  GSR  1/8  Arty  (-) 

(2)  How  and  when  artillery  employed: 

(a)  Artillery  supported  from  two  locations  during  the 
operation.  16-19  April  Artillery  base  was  located  vie  XI585215.  20-21 
April  Artillery  base  was  located  vie  XT5771B1. 

(b)  Fires  were  utilised  primarily  to  suppress  sniper  fire 
and  eoften  areas  in  front  of  advancing  infantrymen. 

(c)  During  Phase  HI  of  the  operation  preplanned  artillery 
fires  (832  HB  ids)  were  placed  on  tho  objective  areg. 

(d)  Artillery  was  used  to  maxlrum  advantage  in  protection 
of  deemed  CH-t*7  on  20  April. 


operation. 


(e)  Qa-coll  artillery  fixes  were  available  throughout  the 


(f )  A  total  7U7  missions  using  3797  105  rus  vers  fired  in 
support  of  the  operation. 

(3)  Results.  Bffeotive no ss,  and  Timeliness: 

(a)  As  a  result  of  artillery  fire  there  were  21  VC  KXA 
(BC),  U  POSS,  7  structures  destroyed.  11  damaged. 

(b)  Reinforcing  fire  provided  by  dements  of  3/13  Artil¬ 
lery  enabled  the  Brigade  to  employ  fire  power  on  targets  at  greater  ranges, 
and,  in  addition,  increased  the  sffectivenesa  of  artillery  fires  on  close 
in  targets. 

(o)  Both  155mm  und  8"  proved  to  be  very  effective  during 
preparation  fires  on  heavily  wooded  areas . 


C  CK IF*  4>4?*j7*AL. 


teAffiAL  V  . 

(d)  Urea  placed  on  the  objective  during  Phase  HI.  of  the 
operation  war*  both  accurate  and  timely, 

(•)  H  It  I  fires  again  denied  tho  VC  freedom  of  aovenant 
during  tho  hours  of  dorkneae. 

b,  US  Air  Forest 

(1)  Four  nirstrlkos  wars  flown  In  support  of  ths  operation, 

CM  was  l—i flints j  thrss  wars  preplanned , 

(a)  Reaction  tint  for  the  immediate  a tritcs  was  twenty-five 

minutes. 

(b)  All  air  strikes  wore  requested  by  tslephone  (Rot  Has) 
through  25th  Infantry  Division  03, 

(o)  A  mpnlm  strike  was  plnoed  in  vicinity  of  LZ's  at 
20L220  April,  Hie  strike  proved  to  be  effootive  in  suppressing  VC  sniper' 
fire. 


(2)  Results  of  Air  Strikes : 

(a)  nn  immediate  strike  affectively  suppressed  heavy  mortar 
firus  toeing  placed  on  2d  Bn,  27th  Infantry  201700  April  and  also  destroyed 
10  structures  In  the  area. 

(b)  Thera  were  6  KBA  (BC),  IQ  (P0SS),.  U  structures  destroyed, 
2  damaged  as  a  result  of  air  strikes. 

o.  Army  Aviation  i 

(1)  Any  Aviation  flaw  a  total  of  $20  sortiss  and  moved  160 
tons  of  supplies  during  the  operation, 

(2)  2d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  Aviation  Section  provided 
0H23  supplies  during  tho  operation. 

(3)  On  160900  April,  1st  Bn,  27th  Infantry  (-)  and  2d  Bn,  2?th 
Ihfanbry  {-)  wore  airlifted  by  UO  UHID's  and  U  aUrt's  from  the  Avn  Bn  to  LZ'o 
vie  X'600226  and  ITS 05265, 

(U)  On  2012UO  April,  let  Bn,  27th  Infantry  (-)  and  2d  Bn,  27th 
mfmtry  (-)  were  airlifted  to  LZ's  vie  XTU98157  and  XI5031U5  by  20  UHID's 
and  U  CHlrf's  from  tho  11  *.vn  Bn. 

(5)  All  lifts  were  conducted  as  planned  with  no  significant 
problems  except  as  follows  j 

(a)  Initial  loading  tone  in  base  camp  was  not  large  enough 
to  ndoqur.toly  utload  UO  UHID's  and  CHU7*  a  siitultnaejusly. 

(b)  On  20  April  one  CH  h7  was  disabled  by  heavy  ground  firo 
and  forced  to  land  vlo  XI5U0216  during  lift  of  2d  Bn,  27th  Infantry. 

8,  Intelligence) 

a.  Analysts  of  Terrain  In  Which  Operation  Was  Conducted, 

The  terrain  in  tho  area  of  operations  was  goner  ally  flat  to 
very  gently  rolling  with  very  few  relief  features  or  high  ground.  Ground 
oarer  and  vegetation  varied  from  extensive  rioe  paddies  and  small  crop 
fields  to  vori-ua  types  of  scrub.  Also  interspersed  among  tho  agricultural 
fields  were  small  arena  of  woodland  both  natural  and  cultivated.  Numerous 
dikes  and  ditches  crisscrossed  tho  sultivated  proti.n  of  the  aroa.  Cross¬ 
country  movement  for  t  mo  Iced  vehicles  was  fair  to  good  in  tha  dry  poddies 
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nod*  woMland  anu  and  fair  to  ispossible  in  the  wt  paddies,  swamps,  and 
marsh**,  Movement  for  foot  troop*  was  fair  to  good  in  moat  orocia  trovaraad. 
Tasks  anccuntorod  difficulty  in  creasing  streams  and  marshy  area*. 

b,  Intalligenoa  Prior  to  Operation. 

VC  activity  within  the  operational  area  had  boen  light.  The 
VC  incidonta  voro  concentrated  along  LOG* a.  *»  Rod  Haao  miaaion  flown  or 
12  April  diacloaod  11*  omlaeima  from  the  cron  coord  XT510265  to  XT550270. 

Oja  VC  unite  operating  in  the  area  inoludod  one  Local  Poroa  Company  and 
ono  guerrilla  platoon,  The  Trang  Bang  Conpany,  with  a  atrongth  of  70,  w* a 
unlooated  but  it  usually  nporated  within  a  radius  of  approximately  5  kilo— 
meters  north  of  Trang  Bang.  The  Quyot  Chion  Platoon  #5  with  an  attaehod 
squad  had  boon  reported  in  tho  vie  of  coord  XT57S230  on  8  April  1966. 

c.  Snony  Situation  During  Operation, 

As  the  Brigade  Taalc  Foroo  movod  into  tho  operational  area,  tho 
VC  dispersed  into  hiding  areas  and  exfiltratod  from  the  aron.  Eneny  activity 
consisted  mainly  of  sniper  and  me  r  tor  fires,  booby  traps,  AT  and  AP  mines 
(command  detonated  and  pressure  typos).  Although  enemy  contact  was  not  in- 
tenso,  a  successful  search  of  tho  operational  area  diacloaod  caChoa  of  rloe, 
documents,  and  a  medical  training  a  roc. 

9.  Mission:  Tho  2d  Bdo,  25th  Infantry  Division  was  to  conduct  acaroh 
and  dostroy  opo  rations  commencing  16  April  in  Trang  Bong  District  vie  XTi*l*30, 
XT5012,  X 15712,  XT6028,  to  locate  and  destroy  VC  forces  and  base  camps. 

10.  Concept  of  tho  Operation:  The  2d  Bdo,  25th  Infantry  Division  con¬ 
ducted  airmobile  and  ground  move  to  AO  commencing  160700  April  to  conduct 
search  and  dostroy  operations.  The  operation  was  conducted  in  four  phases. 

Fhaso  I:  (16-18  April)  TF  lat  Bn,  27th  Infantry  and  IF  2d  Bn,  27th 
Infantry  ranvod  to  AO  GRH2J  employing  airmobile  and  ground  elements  tc  con¬ 
duct  search  and  destroy  operetions.  TF  lat  Bn  (M),  5th  Ihf  'ntry  conducted 
search  and  destroy  operations  along  thoir  axis  of  advance  and  established 
bl.npM.ng  pais  along  ?L  NASH. 

Phase  II:  (18-20  April)  IF  1st  An,  27th  Infantry  and  'JF  2d  Bn, 

27th  Infantry  continued  search  and  dostroy  operations  in  their  respective 
AO's.  TF  1st  Bn  (M),  5th  Infantry  continued  to  block  and  conduct  search 
and  destroy  opns  along  PL  HASH. 

Phase  III:  (20-21  April)  IF  1st  Bn,  27th  Infantry  and  TF  2d  Bn, 

27th  Infantry  conducted  aimtibilo  move  to  LZ's  vie  XTU98157  and  XT5031A5 
rospectivoly.  IF  lat  Bn  (M),  5th  Infantry,  Co  A  (-)  1st  Bn,  69th  Armor, 

Tip  B  3/1*  Cavalry  movod  overland  to  establish  blocking  pens  around  ob¬ 
jective,  Subsequently  all  untia  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in 
their  assigned  areas. 


Phase  IV:  (21  April)  All  units  returned  to  base  canp  on  order. 
IF  1st  Bn  (M),  5th  Infantry  and  Co  A,  1st  Bn,  69th  Armor  conducted  swoops 
outside  Highway  1  on  return  to  boso  canp. 

11,  Executions  2d  Brigade  received  QPQHD  6-66  1311*15  April  1966. 

D-Day  (16  April  1966) 


lat  Bn 


5th  Infant 


At  061*5  the  Battalion  minus  Conpany  B,  and  reinforced  with  a  platoon 
of  tanks  bog~n  thoir  movo  to  AO  BIDS.  Tho  Bn  IF  swept  north,  then  duo 
west  along  urea  oxos;  Conpany  C  on  tho  oast,  the  reconnaissance  platoon 
reinforced  with  tfnlca  in  the  center,  and  Co  A  on  the  vost,  Tho  units  os  tab- 
11  shod  blocking  portions  oost  of  PL  IA.SI.  Sevoral  booby-trapped  rioo  c echos 
ware  located  during  tho  day.  A  2000  lb  cache  vie  XT599253  and  20  100  Min 


c  o+j  r* 
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bat'  cbbIw  In  the  aano  oron.  Tho  rloo  was  extracted  by  holicoptor,  Two  -P 
alno*  were  detonated  by  APC*  a .  The  APC*  s  were  not  damaged.  Kowvar,  1 
friendly  KU(  and  2  VIA  wore  sustained  vie  XT601266,  when  an  APC  hit  a  mine. 

Mo  significant  oontaot  was  mndo  during  tho  cay.  .it  dusk,  the  Bn  IF  established 
bloddm  psns  oaet  of  PL  NASH  vio  Xl5o82l*8.  Pour  ambushes  were  established 
With  no  oontoot,  HTOCuP  was  conducted  during  the  day  for  approximately  20 
wqmon  and  children  in  the  vicinity  of  tho  Battalion  CP. 

1st  Bn.  27th  Thfantry  (Trp  B  (-),  3/U  Cav) 

At  0752,  Tip  B  (-),  3A  Cav  with  the  1st  Bn,  27th  Infantry  laid  tail 
moved  to  vie  XT505252  whero  tho  Battalion  CP  was  ostablished.  Several  dirt 
road  blocks  wore  bypassed  during  tho  m  vo,  By  0650  Cor.panios  A  and  B  had 
begun  their  airmobile  ntvo  to  AO  GltEEN.  Tho  airmobile  and  ground  forcee 
linkod  up  at  1015.  Trp  B  (-),  3/1*  Cav  screened  tho  western  edge  of  tho  AO 
while  Companies  A  and  B  moved  abroast  to  tho  east  conducting  thorough  search 
and  destroy  operati'ns.  Company  B  approhendod  11  VCS  vie  XT50525S.  At 
1533  Company  B  engaged  a  VC  squad  vie  XT521*2l*6  resulting  in  3  VC  KIA  (BC), 
two  US  carbines,  and  ono  Chiccm  7, 62  rifle  captured,  ,jjrborno  gun  ships  wore 
utilisod  against  VC  during  the  ungagoment.  Tho  TF,  minus  Co  B,  ostcblial'od 
a  porimotor  around  tho  Bn  CP  vie  X 15 1525 9 .  Company  B  coiled  vie  XT$ 2121*5  • 

At  201*8,  Company  B  was  attacked  from  throo  sides  by  approximately  20  VC, 

At  tho  same  time  two  of  tho  Company's  nmbushos  Wuru  sprung.  As  a  result  of 
tho  attack  thoro  wore  four  VC  XI/.  (3C)  including  a  woman  squad  leader  armed 
with  a  7,92  Mauser  rifle.  Tho  company  continued  to  receive  horrassing 
sniper  fire  throughout  tho  night.  IIBDCAP  was  conducted  for  20  civilians 
at  tho  village  of  X  Rung  Cay  (XT5026)  during  the  day. 

2d  Bn.  27th  Infantry 

Companies  B  and  C  conducted  airmobile  assaults  into  LZ  IRCtJ  (XT500226) 
and  LZ  GOLD  (XT5002l*3)  at  0?30  hours.  The  Battalion  Command  Group  and  land 
tail  limed  ovorlnnd  arriving  in  tho  AO  by  1055  •  Conponios  B  and  C  attacked 
east  conducting  search  and  do3troy  operations  in  zone.  Light  VC  sniper 
fire  was  encountered  during  the  morning  hours  but  was  suppressed  by  tanks 
and  crtilloiy.  A  largo  peanut  and  rico  cocho  was  located  vie  XT5092U8. 

In  addition  on  extensive  tunnol  system  was  located  in  the  area  and  destroyed. 
Tho  Bn  TF  continued  to  receive  sniper  fire.  At  1315  Company  C  capturod  a 
wo  «led  VC  with  a  weapon  vie  XTS08220,  Company  C  continuod  to  manouvar 
against  tho  VC  and  upon  overrunning  the  a*an  four*!  3  VC  KIA  (X)  and  c-oturod. 
two  VC.  At  15CX),  while  continuing  to  search  tho  area,  another  fire  fight 
ensued  resulting  in  an  additional  3  VC  KIA  (X).  Later,  at  1630,  Co  B 
approhendod  six  VCS  vie  XT5l02l*7.  Tho  Bn  Task  Forcu  established  a  perimeter 
vie  XT500226  for  the  night.  Three  anibushos  wore  established,  nono  having 
contact. 


D+l  (17  April  1966) 

1st  Bn  (M),  5th  Infantxy 

During  tho  day  tho  Battalion  Task  Forco  conducted  detailed  search  and 
destroy  operation!)  along  PL  NASH.  Co  ..  ntvod  south,  XT575235  -  XX50O228. 

Co  C  with  ono  tank  platoon  attaciiod  i.iovod  north  X 1575255  -  XT575283.  ‘/hat 
appeared  to  bo  a  VC  rest  area,  was  located  vie  XT57U235.  Tho  hut  contained 
many  pictures,  signs,  and  directional  arrows  pointing  at  tho  various  trails 
in  tho  aroa.  ,.t  1330  Co  C  (+)  mado  initial  contact  vie  XT580287  with  a 
reinforced  VC  squad  utilizing  MG's,  57RR,  and  automntic  weapons  vie  X 1580287. 
One  tank  and  ono  APC  wore  damr.god  in  tho  aroa  by  AT  mines.  The  vehicles  were 
ropairod  on  sito,  however,  and  returned  to  action.  ..rtillery  and  mortar 
fires  wore  called  on  suspected  VC  locations.  Thero  wore  1*  VC  KIA  (POSS) 
during  the  notion.  At  2233  the  ambush  vie  X 156827 8  was  sprung  killing  five 
VC  (BC)  and  estimating  3  KIA. 

let  Bn,  27th  Infantry 

At  OHO  the  Company  A  ambush  vie  XT5 12265  ongogod  several  VC  result* 
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and  dotallod  search  of  their  AO.  Uio  Battalion  3urgoon  conducted  MDCAF 
jfU  at  tho  Tillage  of  ip  Cfca  Bay  (XT5125)  for  soventoan  olvllicns.  lame  csohe* 
4  of  rloo  yore  lifted  to  firing  Bant  for  redistribution.  At  1330  Go  B  located 
it  m  and  destroyed  four  tunnels  vlo  XT51221*?.  ..t  liiO?  fip  B,  3A  G®>'  apprshsndsd 
*  v  2  VOB  fie  XT5252l*2.  Tho  Task  Force  coiled  fer  tho  night  vie  21523253. 

2d  Bn.  27th  Infantry 


Tho  Battalion  continuod  to  move  oast  conducting  do  tailed  soareh  and 
destroy  operations  with  Company  C  cn  the.  north  and  Co  B  on  tho  south*  The 
Battalion  Command  Group  rocoivod  sniper  Tiro  during  tho  morning.  One  Com¬ 
mand  and  Control  ship  rocoivod  sevoitil  hits,  but  remainod  operational.  At 
081*3  an  oxcart  hit  a  mino  vioiaity  of  XT5 05228.  At  1135  the  Battalion 
Command  Group  began  its  displacement.  At  1138  tho  third  vehicle  in  tho 
convoy,  a  tank,  was  sovoroly  damaged  by  a  common!  detonated  mine,  fin 
friendly  WIA  wore  sustained  or tho  tank  was  declared  &  total  loss.  A 
3 fk  ton  truck  dispatch  od  to  assist  tho  injured  personnel  in  tho  disabled 
vehicle  struck  a  lend  nine.  At  tho  samu  timo  smell  arms  firo  was  plaood  on 
tho  convoy  from  ths  wondiine  to  tho  wo  at  of  the  read.  This  firo  was  re¬ 
turned  by  small  arms,  mnehinoguns,  tanks  firing  cannistar  and  mortar  fires. 

A  VC  mortar  harrossing  Coop  ray  C  vr.s  siloncod  by  gunahipa  in  tho  cm.  As 
tho  convoy  displacing  tho  Battalion  CP  continued,  it  was  engaged  with  small 
arm  vlo  XT527207.  •«  brief  firo  fight  ro suited  In  one  VC  KIA  (DC),  two  KIA 
(FOSS).  Tho  now  CP  became  operational  at  181*0  in  vicinity  oi  X 1536217.  Sever¬ 
al  mortar  rUo  wore  fired  into  tho  Battalion  pa rime tor  during  tho  night.  One 
WIA  was  sustained.  Oounter  mortar  fires  wore  Immediately  called,  silencing 
tho  VC  mortars. 


D*2  (18  April  1966) 

1st  Bn  (M),  5th  Infantry 

lhe  Battalion  TF  continued  to  blocking  pan  along  PL  HASH.  Conpany 
A  ostablishod  a  sorios  of  squad  sized  blacking  positions  along  that  lino. 

Qno  squad  vicinity  XT57 1*237  captured  a  VCS  who  ruvoalod  after  interrogation 
that  ho  was  a  VC  racssongcr  and  worked  in  conjunction  with  three  cthor  VC's, 

He  also  reported  five  VC's  with  carbines  were  located  hiding  in  a  tunnel 
vicinity  XT575236.  No  VC's  were  found  in  tills  location,  howovor.  Co  C 
continuod  to  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  ar.d  screen  tho  northern 
portion  of  PL  NASH.  A  small  rioo  cacho  located  vicinity  XT58L296  proved  to 
be  booby  trapped.  The  cr.cho  was  destroyed.  In  addition,  a  medical  training 
area  was  located  in  the  same  general  area.  The  training  center  contained 
tenet  books  and  documents,  some  with  publication  dates  as  Into  as  20  March 
1966.  Tho  Battalion  Reconnaissance  platoon  operated  in  grid  squnros  XT562C 
and  XT5627.  10  bunkers,  -10  tunnels,  and  15  freshly  built  sholtors  were 
located  and  destroyed  j.n  tho  aroa,  Also  tho  platoon  found  twonty  copies  of 
tho  "Tropic  Lightning  Nows"  dated  15  April  1966  in  a  house  vicinity  XT567277. 
Tho  Battalion  AO  was  enlaced  as  shown  in  inclosure  1,  Tho  Battalion  then 
moved  to  now  location  via  XTSU7257  where  a  perimeter  was  established, 

1st  Bn,  27th  Infantry 

During  tho  day  tho  Battalion  Task  Force  conducted  detailod  and  thorough 
searchos  of  their  AC  vie  XT5027,  XT5023,  XT5323,  Xfi*S27.  Numerous  lice 
oaohos  woro  disoovorod.  Largo  caches  woro  found  at  XT5262U6,  XT5252li8,  XT 
52521*5.  At  1300  Conpany  D  f.und  ?.  crovp  of  f  .rtificatl-ns  with.  AG-  omylaounicots 
and  an  undoi*  ground  room  6*  by  6*  by  4  1/2 «  at  XlS 0921*5.  Defensive  positions 
for  the  night  wore  centered  around  XT52325? .  Ths  Battalion  defensive  psns 
woro  p.'obod  by  small  VC  units  throughout  tho  night,  Conpany  B  killed  one 
VC  probing  tho  porimoter  vio  XI$257l*7 . 

2d  Bn,  27th  Infantry 

At  071*5  Companies  B  and  C  end  Co  A  (-)  1st  Bn,  69th  Armor  ooamencod 
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search  and  dortroy  operations  with  o/qphcsia  on  &  methodical  scorch  of  tboir 
10,  Ob  B  apprehended  ono  VCS  In  tho  vicinity  of  the  Battalion  poriaoter 
IT? 32220.  Oo  A  (-)  1st  Bn,  69th  Arror  diapcrsod  scvarol  VC  snlporc  rio 
X IS 392 00  with  ccnnistor.  Also  sovcrcl  tronohoa  and  tunnsl*  in  tho  vicinity 
of  X1534195  wore  destroyed.  Throughout  the  nomine  Coop  any  C  angoead  VC 
who  usod  hnrrasaing  and  rrasivo  tactics.  Pour  VC  wore  flushed  and  firod  upon 
vie  ITS 301?6,  with  unknown  results.  One  tank  hit  a  nine  at  X 1533199  causing 
Minor  dosage.  All  units  continuod  their  op oration*  rv  turning  to  tho  battalion 
porlnotsr  by  1600.  During  tho  of  to  mo  on  twenty  civilians  in  the  aroa  waro 
trsatod  during  MSDCAP.  During  tho  owning  mortar  fire  was  ploood  on  suapoo- 
tsd  VC  positions  throughout  tho  area. 

D+3  (19  April  1966) 

1st  Bn  (M).  Sth  Infantry 

Tho  Battalion  began  its  move  to  now  aroa  of  oporatd.ns  to  soaroh  the 
vl lingo  in  vicinity  of  XT57Q176.  Tho  heavy  mnrtnr  platoon,  Recon  Platoon, 
and  company  weapons  platoon  established  blocks  around  tho  village.  A  total 
of  9  VCS  and  .  no  VCC  woro  approhandod  during  tho  search.  Also  a  cacho  con¬ 
taining  throe  155  duds,  one  75  lb  bomb  and  seven  stool  holmota  son  lscatod 
vicinity  X1576173 -Tho  duds  woro  blown  in  place,  tin.  helmets  ivcbvorod.  Tho 
thcr.'UjIi  3 capon  was  terminated-  at  1733  end  a  battali  ui  porLnetur  was  ostab- 
lie  hod  vie  1T563107.  Nino  atibualioa  veu'w  established  in  tho  area,  to  prevent 
VC  mining  the  road  and  establishing  ambushes  along  it. 

1st  Bn,  27th  Infantry 

During  tho  night,  the  Battalion  perimeter  was  probed  periodically  by 
small  numbers  of  VC.  VC  worn  engaged  with  small  arms,  R-79'a  and  martara 
with  unknown  results.  Numerous  trench  me’  bunker  conploxos  wore  locatod 
and  dostreyod  during  the  day's  searches.  A  tunnel  vicinity  XT$192hl  was 
approximately  30  motors  long  with  a  room  Largo  on;ugh  to  accommodate  four 
to  six  pcoplo.  An  active  civil  affairs  pro;  ram  was  continuod  in  tho 
Battalion  AO,  “Helping  Hand"  iteme  of  soap,  to  .thbrushos,  and  toothpaste 
woro  distributed  to  tho  villagors  of  X  Rung  Cay  (XT5026) ,  Preparations  woro 
made  for  tho  i"ol lowing  day's  airmobile  operations.  At  2215  a  claymore 
killed  ono  VC  vie  XTS23251.  Also  at  2.300  Co  B's  ambush  vicinity  XI51724U 
was  sprung  killing  2  VC. 


2d  Bn,  27th  Infantry 

During  tho  morning  Conpanios  B  (+)  and  C  (+)  conducted  search  and 
destroy  operations  south  of  tho  Battalion  CP  to  tho  vicinity  of  Highway  1. 
Cannisters  were  effectively  omployod  to  neutralise  VC  snipers  in  tho  area. 
Company  C  ovacuatod  1500  lbs  of  ilcc  fr  .-m  tho  aroa  .and  apprehended  11  VCS 
during  tho  sweep.  In  tho  of  to  mo  on  hours  tho  Battalion  Reconnaissance  and 
Security  platoons  conducted  search  and  doatroy  operation  southeast  of  the 
Battalion  CP.  No  contact  was  made.  At  1915  automatic  weapons  fire  was 
received  in  tho  Battalion  perimeter  fiem  X 1532215 .  Firo  was  immocSLatoly  re¬ 
turned  and  tanks  aggressively  searched  the  aroa  with  no  results. 

D+4  (20  April  1966) 

Phase  HI  of  tho  oporntion  was  initiated  and  in  accordance  with 
FRAG  0RD  1  to  0P0RD  21-66  an  airmobile  and  ground  assault  consisting  of 
mechanized,  armored,  end  cavalry  units  was  launched  into  AO  PINK.  At 
1220  a  napalm  strike  was  placed  vie  X 15 05158  to  suppress  VC  fire  cn  tho 
12*  s.  At  1220  1st  Bn  (K),  5th  Infantry  end  Trp  B,  3/4  Cav  crossed  High¬ 
way  1  to  establish  blocking  positions  and  prevent  VC  soefiltration  from  the 
aroa.  Co  A,  Is  t  Bn,  69th  .amor  followed  those  units,  moving  to  Objective 
D  to  conduct  search  and  dostzvy  operations, 

1st  Bn  00,  5th  Infantry 

The  Battalion  mewed  quickly  to  establish  blocking  pans  along  PL  X2LL0W. 

7 


CoAjf=/}£*jr/4i„ 


o 


o 


oriFtd&srj/H 


flQ  Tho  block  hod  boon  established  by  1300,  At  U4OO  Company  A  Initiated  euarch 
and  d astray  operation  in  Objoctivo  C  moving  from  north  to  south,  Cospshy  C 
movod  abreast  of  Oompnny  A  searching  tho  western  portion  of  the  objective. 
Ilireo  civilians  who  had  boon  wound ud  by  a  VC  AT  nine  wore  evacuated  from 
the  area.  At  1520  the  company  klllod  a  VC  sniper  via  XT521*11*3  and  oapturod 
his  cortlno,  Tho  soarch  of  Objoctivo  C  was  c  ample  tod  by  15U0  and  tho  toarch 
of  Objective  S  was  subsequently  initiated.  ..  thorough  search  of  Objootlve 
S  was  terminated  at  1815  without  contact.  Oonpany  A  was  ordorod  to  return 
to  base  onsp  upon  completion  of  tho  soaroh  in  Objoctivo  S.  Tho  Company  (♦) 
closed  base  canp  at  1915.  Company  C  remained  in  Objective  C,  and  established 
numerous  nijht  ambushes.  The  ambush  looatod  at  XT5 2311*7  was  strung  at  lph5 
killing  5  VC,  A  toon  of  tracks  dispatched  to  roinforoo  the  ambush  engagod 
and  killed  another  VC  and  captured  hie  oorbinu. 


1st  Bn,  27th  Infantry 

At  0200  approximately  13  rounds  of  81  and  82mm  mortar  rounds  wore  ro- 
ooivod  in  tho  Battalion  porimotor  resulting,  in  2  US  KXA  and  2  WIA.  Inmodiato 
counter mortar  firo  wore  placod  on  tho  VC  position  and  the  mortars  wuro 
siloncod.  At  121*0  tho  Battalion  (-)  conducted  a  airmobile  assault  into  12 
vie  XT500108.  Co  B  established  a  blocking  position  clang  tho  wo  steam  odge 
of  Objective  A.  Trp  B,  3/U  Cav  mnintiinod  their  blocking  positions  north  of 
Objective  A,  At  tho  same  time  Co  A  conducted  a  slow  methodical  search  of 
tho  objective.  22  VCS  wore  tpprohondod  during  the  soarch.  31*  structures 
and  three  tunnols  wore  destroyed  in  tho  area.  No  VC  contacts  wore  nr.de 
during  tho  night. 


2d  Bn,  27th  Infantry 

At  1232  tho  Battalion  Task  Force  commenced  thoir  oirmobilo  assault 
into  LZ  vie  XT5061U6.  While  nuking  an  approach  into  tho  loading  sene 
via  XT5U0216, •  ono  CH-1*7  was  disablod  by  ground  firo.  Tho  Battalion  Recon- 
naissanco  pinto  an  remained  with  tho  disablod  aircraft  as  socurity.  In 
Addition  an  OH-23  carry!  -g  the  3attalion  sergeant  major  on  a  roeonnaissanoo 
was  firod  on  by  VC  snipers.  Tho  pilot  was  hit  but  managed  to  land  tho  holi- 
coptor  safely.  Ho  vras  iujnodiatoly  evacuated .  Throughout  tho  day.  Companies 
B  and  C  c  endue  tod  dotailod  searoh  and  destroy  opor-.ti  >us  in  Objoctivo  B, 
sieving  from  west  to  oast.  20  VCS  wore  dotoinod  in  tho  oporr.tdnnnl  aroa. 

In  addition  approximately  120  women  and  children  were  detained  for  XVirt.hor 
disposition.  Concurrently,  tho  platoon  securing  tho  Chinook  was  brought 
under  small  arras  and  mortar  firo.  Gunships  and  ortillory  were  used  in  an 
attonpt  to  disrupt  VC  firo.  The  Battalion  G01  niandur1  s  command  and  control 
ship  was  utilised  to  evacuate  wounded  from  tho  aroa  and  in  addition  moved 
elements  of  tho  cosmnnd  group  to  tho  now  operational  area.  At  1750  <ui  air- 
s trike  was  flown  to  suppress  VC  fire  being  placod  on  tho  downed  Chinook 
and  its  socurity  foroo.  Finally  at  1920  tho  CH4*7  was  repaired  and  departed 
tho  aroa.  Tho  Roeonnaissanoo  platoon  was  immediately  evacuated  fr.-n  tho 
aroa.  The  Battalion  (-)  coiled  in  Objoctivo  B  far  tho  night.  At  2Ql*0  a  Co 
B  nmtmah  klllod  2  VC  and  captured  a  Chinoso  carbine  in  the  vioinity  of 
XT506U*5.  iilao  a  VCS  was  apprehended  in  tho  area  at  2215. 

D+5  (21  April  1966) 

1st  Bn  (M),  5th  Infantry 

During  the  morning  the  Battalion  (-)  swept  through  Objective  C  again. 

86  women  and  children  were  evacuated  from  the  area  and  relocated  in  tho  Thai 
Hy  New  life  hamlet  (XT53U*).  One  VCS  apprehended  wae  turned  over  to  tee 
National  Police,  Based  on  an  intelligence  report  of  VC  tax  eollootoring 
activities  in  n  village  vie  XT585155,  the  Battalion  (-)  sealed  off  tee 
village  and  conducted  a  thon  ugh  search  of  tho  area.  No  evidence  of  VC 
activities  could  be  found.  Company  C  and  tho  Battalion  CP  returned  to  bee# 
oosp  by  131*5.  The  Battalion  reconnaissance  platoon  remained  in  the  AO  to 
secure  tee  civilians  until  evacuation  had  been  completed.  By  1212,  evacu¬ 
ation  was  complete  and  the  reaonnaissar.ee  platoon  commenced  move  to  base 
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Map*  C  • platoon  tad  two  contact*  during  ttair  return,  killing  2  VC  vicin¬ 
ity  XT553153.  One  platoon  from  Oupany  A  provided  security  for  a  VTR  re¬ 
torting  a  di  pah  lad  1st  Bn,  2?th  infantry  vehicle.  All  elements  of  the 
Battalion  closed  boa*  oemp  by  1800. 

lot  Bn.  27th  Infantry 


The  Battalion  continued  their  aggressive  search  of  Objective  A.  to- 
phneie  was  plAcod  on  maxima  destruction  of  tunnels  end  trenohes  in  the 
area*  At  1200  Companies  A  and  B  commenced  their  airlift  to  base  oomp  uti¬ 
lising  three  UHEMs.  The  land  tail  departed  the  opomtioral  eroe  at  1436. 
At  XTU97172  the  convoy  was  engaged  with  sniper  fire.  Troop ■  Immediately 
dismounted,  and  deployed  against  suspected  VC  positions.  VC  mortars  fired 
Into  the  area  resulting  in  6  friendly  WlA's  and  damage  to  one  21  ton  truck. 
The  truck  wee  towed  beck  to  base  oajqp.  By  1710  all  Task  Force  elements  had 
olosod  base  camp, 

2d  Bn,  27th  Infantry 

Search  and  destroy  operations  continued  in  Objcotlvo  B  with  orp basis 
on  destruction  of  VC  tunnels  and  fortifications  in  the  area.  Upon  coiqplo- 
tion  of  operations,  Companies  B  and  C  munched  to  vie  XT5 53166,  whore  trucks 
returned  the  units  to  baso  oomp  by  1800.  Tha  Battalion  CP  was  airlifted  to 
base  camp. 

12.  Results: 


JOAj  3  VC  KIA  (BC)  h7 

MU:  hS  VC  KIA  (POSS)  Ut 

VC  KBA  (X)  6 

VC  K3A  (POSS)  IB 

VCC  22 

VCS  105 

Rico i  1.1  ton  dostroyod 

15.1  ton  evacuated 

Peanuts  700  lbo  ovacuated 

S/a  16  ovacuated 

Hvy  Jpna  1  mortar  destroyed 

Documents  IS  lbs  ovacuated 

Bldgs  12$  dostroyod 

Tunnols  4  dostroyod 

Bunk or s  $ 1  dostroyod 

3ooby  Traps  40  dostroyod 

ittnos  $  dostroyod 

Stool  Helmets  7  ovacuatod 

Medical  Supplies  1  box  ovacuatod 

Tapo  Recordor  1  ovacuated 

Radio  1  ovacuatod 

Bombs  and  Duds  75  lb  -  dostroyod 

250  lb  -  destroyed 
5 00  lb  -  dostroyod 
175  lb  -  destroyed 

Tho  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  combat  damage  to  vehicles 
and  aircraft, 

1st  Bn,  27th  Infantry 

1  2$  ton  truck  damaged  and  evacuated, 

2d  Bn.'  27th  Infantry 

2  3A  ton  trucks  damaged)  one  evacuated,  ono  repaired  in  the  field. 


VC  KIA  (X) 

VC  KIA  (POSS) 

VC  KBA  (X) 

VC  K3A  (POSS) 

VCC 
VCS 
Rico  i 

Peanuts 

S/A 

Hvy  ipns 

Documents 

Bldgs 

Tunnols 

Bunk or s 

3ooby  Traps 

ilinos 

Stool  Helmets 
Medical  Supplies 
Tapo  Recorder 
Radio 

Bombs  and  Duds 
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1st  Bp  (M) ,  5th  Ihfantry 
U  AFC*  a  damgod  and  ropoirod  in  tho  field. 

Troop  B,  3d  Sodn.  l*th  Cavalry 

5  tanks  damaged,  three  evacuated,  2  reprirod  in  the  field. 

Company  A,  let  On,  69th  Armor 

U  tanks  damaged)  2  repaired  in  tho  field,  2  evacuated  (one  beyond 
repair). 


HHC,  2d  Brigade 

1  holicoptor  damaged  and  ovaouutod. 


13,  Administrative  Matters: 


a.  Supply: 

(1)  All  resupply  of  Class  I,  V  and  water  was  offootod  by  oir 
exoopt  for  two  overland  c.nvoys  in  support  of  tho  artillery  at  Trung  Lap. 

(2)  A  forward  trains  olor.wnt  was  located  at  Trung  Lap  within 
tho  1st  Bn,  8th  Artillery  area.  The  following  oonprisod  this  elements 

(a)  Maintenance  and  POL  personnel 

(b)  Selected  vohicles  -  VTR's,  wreckers  and  a  service  unit 
for  flamo  APC*s. 

(o)  5,000  gallon  water  tanker,  5,000  eallon  Moga3  tanker, 
and  5,000  gallon  diesel  tanker. 

(d)  A  contact  maintenance  toom  from  Support  Command. 

(3)  Sipport  Command  spotted  a  5,000  gallon  water  tanker,  and 
a  drum  stockago  of  30  diosol,  30  Morjas,  and  20  Avgas  drums  at  tha  resupply 
pod  in  base  camp, 

(Is)  POL  consumption  by  urits  is  as  followo: 

1st  Bn.  (M) ,  5th  Infantry  Company  A,  1st  Bn,  69th  Armor 

3610  gallons  liogas  U50  gallons  Hogas 

810  gallons  Diosul  I98O  gallons  Diosol 

Troop  B,  3d  Sqdn,  Isth  Cavalry 

llsSO  gallons  Mogas 
2600  Z:  l.1'" s  Diosol 

(5)  A  total  of  359  rosuyly  missions  wero  flown  airlifting 
160  tons.  Tho  following  is  a  breakdown  by  class  of  supply* 

Class  I  -  30.6  tons  POL  -  22,2  tens 

Class  V  -  37.2  tons  MLsc  -  38.0  tons. 

Water  -  33.0  tons 

b.  Combat  loads:  Upon  departing  base  camp  personnel  carried  two 
canteens  of  voter  and  two  C-totiona  -tools ,  Ammunition  loads  wero  os  follows: 

H-lii  -  200  rds;  M-16  .  300  rdsj  KUS2  -  300  rds;  M60  -  1500  ids;  M79  -  36  rds; 
5  AW«s  per  platoon;  I4  claymores  per  platoon;  2  hand  grenades  per  man;  2  CS/CN 
grenades  per  fire  toam. 
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(1)  A  HulAtonnca  Contaot  Team  wi  established  as  indicated . 

previouely. 

(2)  1st  Bn  (H),  5  th  Ihfantry  had  twenty-one  vehicles  inoper¬ 
ative  bsoauso  of  mechanical  failure*  Only  four  APC's  had  to  bs  returned 
to  baso  oaj{>  for  those  dafioienoss)  all  of  these  on  tho  last  day  of  the 
operation. 


(3)  Maintenance  was  stressed  throughout  the  operation. 
Maintenance  inspections  were  conducted  by  unit  commanders  upon  return  to 
base  ocuqp. 


d.  Troatmont  of  casual  tios  end  evacuation. 

(1)  Battalion  aid  stations  accompanied  the  Battalion  Forward 
Cbamond  Posts. . 


(2)  The  Brigade  Burgeon  remained  at  the  Brigade  Forward  CP. 

(3)  Ke supply  and  Command  and  Control  ships  were  used  when¬ 
ever  possible,  depending  on  the  seriousness  of  the  casualty,  for  madioal 
evacuation. 

e,  Communications. 

(1)  Types  utilised. 

(a)  FM  radio 

(b)  AM  radio 

1  Point  to  point  (Hot  line)  telephone. 

2  Switchboard  to  switchboard  (common  user  tulophono). 

3  Teletype  (on  line  crypto) 

(c)  Courier  (liaison  officers) 

(d)  Wire . 

(2)  Because  of  initial  overlap  on  the  Brigade  Command  Net. 

1st  to  (M),  5th  Infantry  hod  to  switch  to  the  alternate  frequency. 

(3)  Couxior  remains  the  fastest,  simplest  method  of  trans¬ 
mitting  classified,  time  deadline  reports  over  short  distances.  These  re¬ 
ports  include  tho  JNTSUM  and  the  SZTRNP. 

(h)  Incorporation  and  usu  of  tho  new  family  of  radio  o  ir. 
tho  Brigado  Commv'nd  Net  was  accomplished  satisfactorily. 

Ill,  Special  Equipment  and  Techniques* 

Starlight  devices  wore  oorriod  by  all  units  and  utilised  during 
night  operations. 

15.  Commander's  Analysis* 

a.  XAOR  boundaries  must  not  be  plonnod  too  close  to  the  actual 
area  of  operation.  When  suoh  is  the  case  and  targets  ore  outside  the  TACR, 
the  delay  necessitated  by  fire  coordination  results  in  the  loss  of  tho  quick 
reaction  of  supporting  fires. 
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b«  Too  aaay  vehicles  were  token  by  the  2d  Bn,  27th  Infantry, 
thus  osusing  movement  problems. 

o.  V’.on  tanks  oannot  bo  utilieod  by  units  duo  to  terrain,  they 
should  bs  returned  to  Brigade  Control  as  soon  as  possible. 

d.  Units  must  thoroughly  and  quickly  oloar  their  base  defensive 
perimeter.  This  will  prevent  VC  from  orplaoinc  olnymores  and  lai'Ohing 
surprise  attacks.  In  the  daytime,  smaller  ambushes  or  outposts  i.ust  bo 
used  to  prevent  sniping  at  choppers  coning  in  to  lard.  Croc  fire  is  rc- 
oeivod,  aggressive  action  must  ioxtiatod  to  su.  press  fires. 

/ 

a.  dlfforont  routes  must  bo  used  when  leaving  areas.  Suspoctcd 
routes  of  movenont  arc  always  mined  and  booby  trapped. 

f.  Units  should  anticipate  VC  mertar  fire  at  any  timo,  Dispersion 
must  always  bo  maintained  to  prevont  unnecessary  lossos.  Night  :'?fonsive 

p  .  Itions  should  include  ovorhoad  oovar  vhonovor  possiblo.  Spoil  or  sand 
bOo3  shot"  bo  plocod  so  ns  to  provide  tho  individual  with  maximum  covw  from 
the  flanka  ns  well  as  the  front  and  roar. 

g.  In  VC  infestoe  areas  double  or  mutually  supporting  ambushes 
should  be  omployod.  This  technique  may  prove  to  bo  better  than  a  largo 
platoon  sized  ambush.  When  ambushes  r.utually  support  one  another,  they 
must  bo  a  minimum  of  200  yards  apart  in  order  to  affectively  employ  cley- 
moro  mine 3  in  all  directions.  When  small  ambushes  are  employed  consider¬ 
ation  should  bo  given  to  employing  claymore  min  as  in  depth  i.o,,  kO  motors, 

20  motors. 

h.  J'ist  prior  to  an  airmobile  extraction,  a  sweep  around  tlio 

load  in';  *cno  3hould  bo  conducted.  This  will  not  eliminate  tho  ncod  for  basic 
security  throughout  the  extraction,  but  will  assist  in  elimination  of  some 
of  tho  snipors  in  nearby  aroas. 

i.  Whenever  an  aroa  is  to  bo  destrayod,  arrangements  rust  be  made 
to  accommodate  civilians  and  refugees,  c*tjn  though  none  may  bo  expected. 

Woman  and  children  can  create  a  big  problem.  AHVN  assistance  with  the 
civilians  la  a  must.  Arrangements  should  bo  made  to  have  a  standby  toon 
from  the  Province  in  which  operations  are  conducted  so  that  tho  team  can  be 
airlifted  into  the  area  very  quickly  when  nooded, 

J.  The  tailond  of  a  march  column,  whothar  foot  mobile  or  notor- 
izoi,  must  bo  ospccially  watchful  sinco  tho  VC  will  habitually  fire  at  the 
last  tro.ps  leaving  an  ar<.n,  Instant  reaction  is  a  rust. 

k.  '-.'hen  selecting  assombly  aroas,  consideration  should  bo  given  to 
including  roods  if  thoy  arc  in  tho  area,  and  if  tho  area  is  in  an  open  field 
remaining  in  the  contor  of  it. 

l.  Numerous  strong  ambushos  rust  bo  located  surrounding  defensive 
positions,  particularly  on  the  first  night  of  occupation  oinco  results  ob¬ 
tained  have  been  cxcellont, 

m.  Continuous  reconnaissance  must  bo  mode  to  locate  routes  which 
hear  vohicloemay  use  to  avoid  wet  aroas  and  linkup  with  infantry, 

n.  Units  rust  amphasiso  oholl  reps  when  VC's  mortar  our  positions* 

o.  Dof’ire  moving  on  a  highway,  units  rust  insure  that  both  sides 
of  the  highway  havo  boon  cloarod. 

p.  Although  fire  must  bo  rotumod  immediately,  indiscriminate 
firing  into  villages  must  cease, 

q.  Uhlosa  it  is  an  operational  necessity,  no  cross  attachments 
should  bo  mado  at  night. 
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r.  During  tho  third  phaoo  of  tho  operation,  Tronff  Dang  offioiala 
#iould  hovo  boon  brought  up  to  Unto  toon  o  no  ugh  for  tho*  to  of  foot!  roly 
holt  civilian*  loavine  tho  operational  aroa. 

a,  m  vigorous  Civil  Affairs  Program  was  conducted  throughout  oper¬ 
ation  KAHAlA. 

'  (l)'.oi-rori.'aav  .  200  cl  1.  huio* \tdro  Veatai  during  K3DCAP. 

,  (2)  Helping  Hand  supplies  wore  distributed  throughout  the 

operational  r.rc  a.  Demonstrations  wore  given  on  the  proper  use  of  the 
health  items  distributed. 

(3)  12  tons  of  rico  wore  cvacuatod  from  the  operational  area. 
The  rioo  was  turned  over  to  tho  Tronb  Hone  sub-soctor  advisor  to  bo  givon 
to  needy  families. 

(U)  69  civilians  wero  ovacuatod  from  VC  controlled  areas  during 
tho  thiri  phase  of  tho  operation  to  the  Dae  Ha  §2  How  Life  Hamlet  (XT6U13). 

(5)  A  Psy/ops  louaspuakor  mission  was  flown  over  tho  village 
of  X  Rune  Coy  to  axp.1  >it  tho  VC  mortar  attack  on  that  villa  go  tho  previous 
day. 


t.  VC  will  mine  tho  aides  of  roads  adjacent  to  road  blocks,  'do- 
fore  bypassing  road  blocks,  units  roust  thoroughly  chock  tho  area  for  nines. 

u.  According  to  reliable  reports,  Trung  Imp  is  used  as  a  refuge 
for  the  VC  during  oporati  ns  in  that  area. 

v.  Landing  zones  should  bo  , .lonnod  olosor  to  objectives. 

w.  Plans  fnr  operati  ns  must  be  rigidly  adhorod  tu. 

x.  Only  nocosoar/  traffic  should  bu  transmitted  ever  radios. 

All  radio  operators  should  know  exactly  what  thoy  are  join,..  to  say  prior  to 
transmitting. 


y.  In  general,  all  units  participating  in  Operation  KAHILI  per¬ 
formed  in  a  outstanding  nan  nor  throughout  tho  cxcorciso,  Dio  final  phaso  of 
tho  operati.n  was  particularly  cnqplax  -..uo  to  tho  numerous  olomonts  end 
agencies  involved.  Nevertheless,  each  element  axacutad  its  move meats  and 
mission  oxr.ctly  as  planned.  Consequently,  119  valid  VCS  wero  a-yronondod,  lit 
of  which  wore  conf’jpmod  VC  and  tho  r  aiixlor  primarily  draft  dodgers. 

16.  Recommendations : 

a.  Division  should  place  a  "Recovery  Reaction  Forco"  on  a  30  minute 
standby  at  da  so  Camp  to  respond  to  evacuation  and  recovery  missions  on  a 
mission  basis  only. 

(1)  0-fiqposition  -  Dquiprr.ont 

2  VI ft*  s  1  Lowboy 
1  Wrockor  1  Dscort  Platoon 

(2)  Composition  -  Personnel 

Maintenance  Warrant  Officer 
Necessary  drivors 
RoC -ivory  personnel. 

(3)  Prooodures. 

(a)  Brigade  S-l*  contacts  Q-U  outlining  mission  and  require- 


aonts. 
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(b)  oontaeta  Support  Coamond  which  tailor*  th*  basic 
standby  olonont  to  occompllsh  tho  miaeion, 

(o)  Vchiolea  and  l^cort  roport  to  Division  fornrtton  oroa 
cad  aoot  with  tho  Brl&ada  Representative  who  issues  frequency  aai  cell  aicn. 

b.  Prior  planning  should  provide  for  evacuation  of  civilians  at 
th*  oarlioat  poaaibl*  tine  in  ordor  to  rolcnao  those  Oonbat  troops  uaad  to 
oontrol  tho  civilians. 
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loo  13? ICS  (1  Jan  -  30  Apr  66)  .* 

1.  Supply. 

a.  Two  major  traoked  vehiol*  weapons  systems  war*  inco¬ 
rporated  Into  tha  division  during  the  period.  Tha  135mm  towed 
howitzer  '•»*. a  replaoad  by  the  aelf-propelled  155no  howitzer 
(M109)  and  the  medium  tank  model  M48A2  and  the  light  tank  M41A1 
was  replaoed  by  the  model  tr48A3.  In  addition*  the  authorized 
traoked  reeon  vehicle,  tha  K114,  waa  replaoed  by  the  lill3  APO 

in  all  applicable  units  of  the  division.  Six  K132  tracked 
vehiole  flamethrowers  were  issued  to  the  division's  engineer 
battalion  for  deployment; 

b.  During  the  period,  division  completed  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  1/4  ton  utility  truoks  (Jeeps)  from  the  II38A1  series 

to  the  Ml 51  and  N151A10  series.  One  hundred  peroent  of  the  old 
model  2$  ton  oargo  trucks  were  replaoed  by  the  new  H35A1  multi- 
fuel  series. 

c.  Two  of  the  division's  brigade  task  foroes,  the  2d 
and  the  3d,  underwent  a  conversion  of  communications  equipment 
upon  arrival  in  RVN.  The  new  family  radio  series  sets  were 
shipped  in  specially  prepared  packages  from  COFtS  to  RVN  for 
rapid  conversion.  All  infantry  battalions,  the  cavalry  sqdn, 
and  the  armored  battalion  were  issued  the  new  M-16 ,  5.56mm 
rifle  aa  a  replacement  for  the  rifle,  7.62mm,  K-14. 

d.  Prior  to  departure  from  Hawaii,  Department  of  the 
Army  authorized  six  major  ’fABTOC  item#  of  supply,  they  were* 

(1)  Tent,  OP,  medium  which  was.  to  be  utilized  for 
troop  living,  mess,  supply  and  administration. 

(2)  Refrigerators,  walk-in,  65  ou  ft. 

(3)  loo  mr.ehlne  plants,  one  per  battalion. 

(4)  Oensrator  sets,  10KV,  60  cyqle,  one  per  oompanj 
sized  unit  plus  one  per  battalion. 


sized  unit. 


(5)  Ice  chests,  400  lb  oapaolty.  On*  per  oompany 

(6)  Folding  cots. 


e.  The  division  submlttsd  appropriate  requisitions 
for  the  above  items  plus  many  other  items  of  speoial  equipment 
authorized  by  special  meesages.  A  major  item  which  was  not 
available  for  iesue  to  .division  units  was  generators  in  suffic¬ 
ient  quantities. 
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f.  Her.<Jqun  rters  USARPAa  allovsd  unite  to  deploy  with 
msw  Items  of  poet,  oomp  and  station  property*  Major  items 
lnoludsd  file  oablnsts.  desks,  chairs,  table*,  safes, tools, 
tentage,  communication*  equipment  end  MKE.  All  of  these  items 
proved  to  be  invaluable  upon  arrival  ln-oountry. 

g.  Elements  of  the  3/4  Of.ve.lry  and  69th  Armor  were 
deployed  through  Okinawa.  USARY9IS  provided  many  items  of  VABTOQ 
equipment  from  on-hand  depot  stocks.  This  issue  enabled  these 
units  to  arrive  RVN  well  prepared  for  quiok  establishment  of 
exoellent  living  faoilltles* 

h.  The  division  received  suffloient  quantities  of 
fortlfloatlon  materials  to  accomplish  oonstruotion  of  all  forti- 
c'atlon  oonstruotion  objectives .  Additional  quantities  ver* 
available  for  operational  requirements  in  the  future. 

1.  The  ACofS,  04  oontinued  to  prooese  all. reports  of 
survey  emanating  in  division  units  for  submission  to  the  Division 
Oommander  for  flnrl  aotlon.  The  Oommandlng  General,  25th  Infantry 
Division,  waa  appointed  installation  oommander. 

2.  lmintenanoe. 

a.  On  14  January  1966,  r.  recommendation  was  rcoelved 
by  Avn  Seotion,  Division  Artillery,  to  fabriocte  metal  seats  for 
the  0H23O.  These  seats  offsr  greater  protection  to  pilot  and 
passenger.  *tork  ordere  were  given  to  04  U3ARK.V-r  and  33  seats 
were  oonatruoted  to  equip  all  0H23G*s  within  the  division. 

b.  On  2  February  1966,  a  lettsr  was  sent  to  1st  Brigade 
recommending  that  benohee  be  oonstruoted  to  fit  within  the  oargo 
speoe  of  the  2^  ton  oargo  truok  -  oonstruotion  of  benohes  so 
troops  would  be  seated  baok  to  back  facing  out  to  offer  greater 
seourlty  while  in  oonvoy  or  movement e.  22  April  -  Generator 
olasece  started  in  725th  ^intenance  Battalion.  Classes  were 
completed  by  91  bperators.  30  April  -  The  metal  protection  fab¬ 
ricated  for  the  gunner  of  th:  K113  has  proved  of  great  value  -  • 
many  live*  have  been  saved  beoauee  of  this  fabrication  adapted 
in  Deoember  1965. 

3*  Deployment  and  Plans. 

a.  During  the  period  the  G4  plans  officer  wrote  and 
coordinated  six  (6j  movement  orders,  five  of  which  oonoemed 
movement  of  division  elements  from  Hawaii  to  RVN,  and  one  whloh 
ordered  movement  of  p.  division  element  within  RVN.  Cloee  coord¬ 
ination  was  maintained  with  SUPCOM-  on  exeoution  of  all  moves. 


Page  2  to  Append.^  15  to  Operational  Report  Lessons  Learned 


hovmr.  direct  %upervision  was  not  exeroisa*.  of  tbo  embaroatlon 
as  the  Division  Trsnaportation  Offiesr  we •  transferred  to  flUPCOM 
In  December  1965. 

b.  Tbs  04  Stotien  ooordlnetod  snd  directly  supervised 
debarkation  end  movement  of  all  division  elements  to  base  oiusps 
in  RVN.  A  bpsolal  report  of  ths  division  deployment  is  to  bs 
completed  on  oloslng  of  ell  elements  in  RVN.  As  of  50  April* 
cargo  from  the  SUPCOM  and  1st  Brigade  was  still  being  off-loaded 
in  Saigon.  During  debaroation  of  the  2d  and  3d  Brigades,  Lt 
Colonel  Davis*  04  representative  on  the  Division  Adve.noe  Planning 
Group,  coordinated  debaroation  at  VUNO  TAU,  SAIOON  end  OUI  NHON. 
Debaroatlon  of  the  remaining  division  elements  were  coordinated 
by  officers  of  the  04  Soot ion  stationed  at  eaoh  oritioal  looation- 
VUNO  TAU  for  personnel  off-loading,  SAIOON  PORT  for  cargo  off¬ 
loading*  and  at  Cu  Chi,  to  coordinate  reoeption  of  inoomlng 
personnel  and  oargo.  No  majqr  difficulties  were  encountered  in 
any  of  the  debarortions. 

o.  During  this  period  the  04  Plans  Offioe  wrote  and 
assembled  Administrative  Order  1-66,  published  22  April  196o,  to 
provide  for  administrative  and  logistioal  support  of  division 
operations  conducted  with  Cu  Chi  as  the  logistioal  base.  Convoy 
control  prooedures  were  published  on  9  Maroh  1966  by  the  04 
Seotlon  to  ad«*pt  the  Division  Taotioal  SOP  to  conditions  encount¬ 
ered  in  HVN. 

d.  A  liaison  visit  was  oonduoted  by  the  Plans  Offioer 
to  the  1st  Division  and  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade.  These  visits 
proved  extremely  valuable  by  providing  an  opportunity  to  obtain 
logistioal  experienoe  data  for  ground  and  air  supported  oper¬ 
ations.  This  data  has  sinoe  been  corroborated  by  division 
experienoe  in  brigade-siae  operations. 

4,  Installations  and  Projeots.  , 

a.  Plans  to  develop  and  produce  a  wood  tent  frame  and 
floor  whloh  began  in  October  1965  was  exeouted  with  considerable 
success.  A  plan  was  devised  that  would  provide  a  frame  for  • 
tente,  OP  Medium,  improving  the  working  and  living  conditions 

of  division  personnel  in  the  event  of  deployment.  The  Assistant 
Division  Engineer  was  requested  to  formulate  the  plana  and  hill 
of  materials  for  this  tent  frame.  The  plane  contained  in  TM 
5-302  for  tent  frames  vps  modified  to  molude  rafters,  thereby 
eliminating  the  need  for  upright  and  ridge  poles.  A  design  to 
provlds  frames  for  the  tents,  OP  large  and  small  was  also  devised. 

b.  In  December  1965,  after  the  division  was  alerted 

to  deploy  a  two  brigade  task  force  to  RVN,  a  request  was  submitted 
to  CO,  USARHAV  to  preout  and  package  tent  kite  for  14  tents,  OP 
largs;  984  Tents,  OP  medium  and  83  tents,  OP  sm^ll.  Approval 
was  receivsd  and  the  kits  were  preout  and  prokaged  by  the  Soho- 
field  Barra.cks  Area  Engineer. 
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o*  In  January  1966  an  additional  requirement  was 
requested  to  provide  addition*!  tent  kit*  for  tb*  remainder  of  the 
division*  The  following  breakdown  of  tent  kit*  ordered,  preout, 
packaged  snd  shipped  to  RVN  for  the  25th  Infantry  Division. 


Kolokai  XX 
Holoksi  XU 
69th  Armor 
Division  (-) 

Totals. 


OP  SMALL 

— 55 — 


te.isgLm 

o 

0 


d.  Th*  requirement*  for  tent  kit*  OP  medium  was  oom- 
puted  as  follow* j 

(1)  1  kit  per  12  persons  -  quarters . 

(2)  1  kit  per  TOE  kitchen. 

(3)  2  kits  per  company  for  admin  -  storage. 

(4)  1  kit  per  TOE  authorized  tent. 

e.  while  th*  above  requirements  have  generally  proved 
adequate,  shortages  have  developed  as  a  result  of  unforseen 

unit  attachments,  division  wide  over-strength,  and  "dminietratlve 
requirements  and  as  shelters  for  PX's,  Qivio  Motion  material, 
barber  shops  and  laundries* 
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/37 


Oonoral  Harold  K.  Johnson,  A rmj  Chlof  of  staff,  walks 
with  Major  a  naral  Grad  c,  'ayand,  Cosunandlng  Oanaral, 
85th  Infantry  Division,  from  tha  hall pad  ss  ha  arrlvoa 
st  th*  Division  Rasa  Caap  at  Cu  Ohl,  for  s  tour  of  tbs 
aras  and  brlsflngs.  Bohlnd  than  Is  )fcjor  dansrsl 
Jonathan  0*  Ssaaan,  II  Plaid  Poross  Coanandor,  Vlatnaa* 
30  Apr  66. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Colonel  Lynnwood  vm  Johnson,  CO,  2d  Brigade,  25th 
Infantry  division,  la  shown  by  a  aaeber  of  the 
2 /37th  Infantry,  where  heavy  sniper  fire  originated 
during  operatlonMAKAHA,  12  *.pr  66. 


/sr 


W-’-ASSIFIED 


so,  co  b,  lAth  Infantry  (Kaoh).  25th  Infantry 
DlTlslon  tolling  In  on  aftar  toil  on  mport*  Tht 
00  la  holding  ana  of  tha  oapturad  vaapona,  another 
la  on  tha  ground*  8  Apr  66* 


UWCUASSlFits> 


V-/ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


coiooal  Lynnwood  v 
M  Brlaada,  25  th  Infant 
ftc*  1/5  ti  Infantry 
Op  amt  Ion  kahala  la 
vutaaa,  21  Apr  Mr 


r  Jotmaon.  caaaandlag  Offlnar, 
Bfintnr  cirlit<n«  gata  trlaflag 
f  (Naan)  offlaara  ia  how  wall 


t  C«  Chi, 


/VO 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Ntjor  Oonoml  Fwd  o.  vmal,  OoMnndlng  Omni, 
*5ih  Infantry  Division,  AonanntratnA  n  Inna  ninn 
An  Wan  tor  during  tfco  Tlilt  of  ttan  bonomblo 
Cyra  R.  Vann*  At  Ou  Chi*  Ylotnaa,  6  Arp  66* 

UNCLASSIFIED 


A  Wnoflaga*  Tl«t  Oong  tunnal  vhloh  vti  unoovsrad  by  Co  A, 
I/Stb  Infantry  (Maoh),  25th  Infantry  Division,  during 
Operation*  XAKHA,  14  Apr  66. 


UHCLASSIF5ED 


UNCLASSSHED 


On*  of  th*  tumol*  that  *■•  wwtrXI  during  tb* 
■••rob  for  *u*p**t*d  Vl*t  Cong  in  tb*  Tiling*  of 


OHCLASSlf® 


|*M#M 


A  aaabor  of  Co  l/5th  Xnfhntry  (  wooh),  23th  Infantry 
Division#  explain*  tunnel  nstvork  to  his  platoon  leader 
after  suooeasful  ambush  patrol  on  the  outskirts  of 
Cu  Chit  Vlstn*s»  8  Apr  66. 


UHCLASC".-;*tD 


A  Vlot  Coi 
(Mtoh)  dm 


/¥s~ 


O 


ICLASSIF1ED 


ik 


tunnol  found  by  Co  A.  lAth  Infbntry 
i£  Operation  Ea«m,  l*  Apr  66. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


o 


o 


UKCL^ZlriEO 


Om  or  tbo  mv  tunoola  loading  fro*  a  tronofc 
round  a  ft  or  on  aabuah  potrol  toy  tbo  l/$th  Moo 
Info n try,  99th  Infantry  rurlalon*  Thia  tuono 
contained  tho  bodloo  of  two  dood  VI at  ««. 

B  Apr  66 • 


UNCLASSl^SED 


Her 


© 


G 


UNCLASSI 


▼1st  Oonc  tawwli  dHanrwsd  and  dlstroynd  by 
Oa  b#  i/9%h  fttooh)  Infantry,  *5tb  Infantry 
Division,  at  Cu  Chl,  Vint  mmt  S  Apr  66. 


f*t7 


UNCLASSIFIED 


u 


UNCLASSIFIED 


A  portion  of  tbo  tunat)  ooaplax  found  after  an 
attbuah  patrol  by  th#  i/5th  Infantry  (Maoh), 
naar  tha  outaklrta  of  flu  Chi.  viatnaa,  on  tba 
ground  ara  two  Vlat  Cong  killed  during  tha 
engageaent.  6  Apr  66« 


/vr 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Bwt  «f  tho  l/9tk  TYiftn^qr,  29th  Tnfffrj 
Dtvioioo*  1b  Ho  3»  Woods  bm  durlag  flMoiUai 
ooBduotod  m  tho  ottMdrta  of  Co  ~  f  ItIim 
3  Apr  4k 


>4f 

4 


UNCLASSIFIED 


u 


V 


UNc.UVSSIF{fcC 


i 


A  NUlar  of  B  0o»  1^W>  MMj  (Marti),  2S» 
hftaMy  Dirlalau  mam  d<ai  •  jarta  m  Aortas 
OpWrttoa  OEM,  16  V  66« 


i 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASlifREB 


«f  ft aflfci* 


la  felt 

16  Apr  M. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


a  ocbm  of  apc**  of  b  Go,  l/nh  i 
29tfe  Uatnr  DiTtoiaa*  mm*  mni 
nuBzoo,  (UBl 

IVfm,  lt>  **  (A. 


IS* 


UNCLASS 


O 


U^CLA^ik-iEO 


•  of  Go  C,  1/5* 


V* 


Opowti cm  wao»  Ott  Chi, 


21  Apr 


UNCLASSIFIED 


9 


© 


unclassified 


Jb  a  MHI  aaft  fcafy  wAa*Lm  Mm 
Opaniln  EUKi,  Oa  Chi*  VfetaM,  a  Jg»  46* 


UNCLASSIFIED 


I 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Men  of  the  8th  Artillery,  6th  Hovitaer 
Section  *?tt7  A,  25th  Infantry  Division 
prepare  to  fire  Into  Viet  Cong  positions 
at  Ou  Chi,  Vletaan.  29  Mar  66. 


o 


UNCLAS!*JF*EO 


o 


o 


Mhjor  Qmm«1  Fr*d  0#  ’■'•yanfl  ,  Conaaptf lne  General.,  25th  infantry 
^.Tlilon,  »p**IS  '  at  cr«6uatl9n  at  Mlnh  Tan  Sohool, 

3  Apr  66# 


tu 


UNCLASSIFIED 


o 


o 


UNCLASSIFIED 


31«k  oall  in  Urn  Tlllag*  of  Phuoo->^t  Vlvtma,  12  Apr  66* 


M  *9 


UNCLASSIFIED 


0 


o 


UNCLASSIFIED 


)MNn  of  tha  25th  Dirlblon  ArtlUory  unload  Mind  bags  to  ropair 
tha  TtlUgi  Polio*  Cofonao  Aroa  at  Cu  Chit  Vlatnaa,  9  Apr  66# 


/63 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


The  Mdloal  unit  of  th#  2/mb  Infoatty.  2fth  Infantry  Division, 
Mk«  •  door  to  door  otok  o*il  In  th*  ▼lilftcft  of  Pbttoo-^r* 
Ylotnaa,  during  Operation  KttUU*  IS  Apr  60 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Omni  Harold  X.  Jahnoon,  U.S.  Arm  Chlof  of  staff,  ond  Major 
Ooaoral  Prod  c.  'oyand,  Coonandlng  Qonoral,  25th  Inftmtry  Emil* 
rlow  ttao  holplng  hand  oporatlono  oontor  during  tho  gonoralo 
Tlolt  to  Qu  Chi,  Vlotnao,  20  Apr  66* 


/AST 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


ooas ml  Harold  IC«  Johnson*  /ingr  Shlsf  of  Staff*  looks  ovsr 
som  Holplng  Hoad  srtlolss  with  tho  29th  Infantry  Division 
A0of3*  as*  20  Apr  66* 


UNCLASSIFIED 


o 


o 


UNCLASSIFIED 


SufBMBt  3/4  25th  Infantry  r  It  talon  oxtonda  Mdloal 

iNlitaM*  to  tha  rill agars  of  B«e  He,  Vlstnaa,  27  Apr  66. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


o 


o 


unclassified 


CO,  Dlrlalon  'rt  111  ary  paaaaa  a  paokaga  of  pans,  panolla  and 
aofcool  books  to  a  Vlatmaaaa  atudant  at  tan  an  Hoi  rohool, 

27  Apr  66. 


Ur 


UNCLASSIFIED 


unclassified 


3urg#on,  V*  cavalry,  85th  XnfAntry  Division,  axtanda  aadloal 
aaslutano*  to  the  villagers  of  Boo  Ha,  Vlatma,  37  A.pr  66, 


UNCLASSIFIED 


o 


o 


UNCLASSIFIED 


o 


o 


UNCLASSIFIED 


A  baddy  lights  «  Qlgftrftttft  for  FTC  -Edward  Dreary  of  Oo  B# 
l/S?Tth  Infantry,  ?3tb  Infantry  Dlrlulon,  *ft#r  bo  wt# 
wound »d  by  ftnlpor  fir#  3  all#*  north*##*  of  3u  Ohl, 
Vl#tnaa,  during  Operation  MACA-HA,  11  Apr  66* 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSJ^so 


The  OrifiaU.  outrorr#  A  Mdinal  rraauatlnn 
h*lU«9MP  »f  th#  25th  Industry  Clrlaln,  Itlna 
aff  mi  return  meui  aiaalon  during  o  pa  rat  Ion 
KAKABA,  war  Fhuw-Hr,  viatmn,  12  Apr  66* 


UNCLASSIFIED 


M»dlos  holp  ft  wouadod  ftftldlor  of  thft  2/27th  Icfftntrjr, 
25th  Infhatnr  Dirlftlon,  onto  •  OTMuatlon  hollooptor 
near  PhU‘>i-Hjr.  v Utaut,  during  Op*r»tton  MAXAHA, 

12  Apr  56. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


VNCLASSffsrn 


MWbtrt  of  tb#  2/?Tth  Infantry.  25th  Infantry 
DMilon,  pl*e*  a  youndad  aoldlar  aboard  * 
aadloal  ayaauntton  hallooptar  m*r  Phuoo*yy, 
Vlatnaa,  during  Oparatlon  KAJtAHA,  12.  Apr  66. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSiii-iLD 


ns- 


of  th#  tjfch  IMlsal  Bn  an*  fa  a  t  %o  aor«  to  thi 
saftnlanoo  hallaopiar  to  araauata  tha  w*ando4  at  cu  Chi 
Tl*lBUi  X  Apr  65* 


UNCLASSIFIED 


m 


UHCLASr 


3 


Injured  soldi or  of  tho  25  th  Intently  Division 
ne  oraouatod  by  tho  poroonnol  of  tho  25th  Nodloal 
at  Ou  Obi,  riald  Hospital,  Viotnaa,  29  bar  66 « 


J76 


UNCLASS/FJEC 


Photo  of  tbo  95th  Mod  tool  3n,  95  th  Infantry  Division 
Fiold  Hospital  at  Cu  Chi,  Vlotaaa,  1  *pr  66 


ukclassikl: 


UKCl/.rSP?!uD 


Rushing  through  ttea  aud  sad  water  Mribtm  of  tbs 
35th  Medical  Bn,  25th  Infantry  Division,  oarry  a 
wounds d  ao idler  to  ths  25th  Mod leal  Battalion 
field  Hospital  at  Gu  Chi,  Vlstnas,  1  Apr  66* 


UNCLASSIF 


v  r  % 

l*  fcnlbr 


HIm  Tlttl  Oarr  talk!  with  SM  Early  Alaxandar  of  ths 
25th  infantry  Division  Military  *ollso  Doapany  dorian 
bar  visit  to  tha  flald  hospital  of  tha  25th  Infantry 
Division,  Cu  Chi,  Vlstnaa,  17  Apr  66, 


UNCLASSIFIED 


fh»  taft&ns  if  mrtt  ii  hi  tte  wAUiy  n—o 11— i 

oi  ib*  25th  Inffcatr?  Clvlilmi  Gu  Obi,  Vlotima,  30  :i»r  60* 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Ik  .  - 


UNCLASSK-IED 


A  tank  th*t  bolonga  to  Co  A,  69th  Armor*  25th  Infantry 
Division  w«i  destroy*)  by  a  7$C  lb  bomb  that  had  boon 
tonrortod  Into  an  anti-tank  nln*»  and  aat  off  olsotrioally 
■oar  Cu  Chi*  Viotnan*  20  Apr  66, 


UNCLASSIFIED 


o 


o 


■ ■ 

giT-..'" 


A 
1 1 


'Sr?** 


A  tan*  of  ttao  69th  Armor  that  hit  a  land  mint  during 
Opormtion  XA’  KA  in  tha  Ho  Be  'coda  at  .’u  -hi*  Vletnan* 
16  Apr  66* 


UNCLA  .SIFSED 


Mtoabora  of  tho  69th  Araor  Bn  haul  hook  tbalr  tank 
that  waa  blown  by  a  Vlat  Cong  alno  during  Opamtlon 
KK*n*  in  tha  Ho  Bo  vooda,  Ou  Ohl,  Vlatnaa,  16  Apr  66. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


} 

I 

t 

f 

! 

! 


LW:c*>i  -\ 


kenbara  of  tho  69th  Amor  Bn*  haul  haok  tha  traok  of  thalr 
*  tank  th*t  waa  hlovn  hy  a  Vlat  Gong  aina  in  tha  Ho  3o  /ooda 
£  nanr  Gu  Chi,  Vietnam,  15  Apr  66 • 


/ir" 


UNCLASSiFi^ 


J 


UNCLASSIFIED 


A  float  of  UH-1D  hallooptoro  Imti  th*  25th  inlhntrjr  Division 
ho 11 pad,  Ou  Chi.  Vi at nan,  to  t run* port  troop*  in  operation 
IAHA1A,  11  Apr  56* 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


(  ) 


i 


y*rfb9rn  of  5he  2/?7th  Infantry,  25th  Iuftmtry  Dirlaion  loading 
on  UH-1D  heilooptera  for  noronent  In  Operation  KAtfA.~At  11  Apr  66* 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Inffentrymn  vf  th#  l/27th  Infant  17*  25th  Infhntrr  Division* 
load  on  a  UH-1D  ballooptsr  In  Operation  KAHALA*  11  Apr 


117 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


A  fl**t  of  LTH-1D  helicopter*  leer*  the  25th  Infantry  Dirt* Ion 
helipad  at  Cu  "hl»  transporting  troop*  for  Operation  X'.HALA, 
11  Apr  66. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Helicopter*  tak*  off  f  ->r  *  hell  bom*  assault  on  a  suspoetod 
Vi*t  Cong  rillag*  during  Operation  MAJCAHA,  11  Apr  66. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Airborne  nealbere  of  the  l/2?th  Infantry,  25th  Infantry  Dirlwlon, 
on  the  way  to  a  searoh  and  deatroy  ■lea&on  on  a  euepeoted 
Viet  cong  village  during  operation  kakaha,  11  Apr  66. 


/?/ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


DNcussjf  i:d 


Amy  hollooptora  aupporting  operations  of  th#  2/27th  Infantry* 
25th  Infantry  niriaion,  naar  rhuoa-xy,  Vlatnaa*  16  Apr  66 * 


UNCLAS51ii-0 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Man  of  Co  c,  l/5ih  Infantry  (Haoh),  f?5th  Inflmtry  Diritions 
leading  c  ration*  at  On  Cfei,  vittma,  30  Kur  66* 


m 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Houtsis  are  ready  to  ge  fer  the  X75s s  Artillery  piece  at 
Cu  Chi,  Vletma,  24  Mar  66. 


t?r 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Drain*#*  pimp*  of  th*  39th  Infantry  DlYi*ion  drain  out 
•on*  of  th*  flood  v*t*r*  *ft*r  th*  flr*t  min*  *t  Ou  OKI, 
▼l*tn*nt  1  Apr  66* 


/  ?& 

UNCLASSIFIED 


I 


UNCLASSIFIED 


A  hollooptor  of  tho  118th  Km  Bn,  bolng  lo#d*d  with  •uppllos 
for  non  of  th®  25th  Infisntjy  r-lTloion  In  Cu  Chi,  Vlotnoo, 

3  Apr  66, 


19 r 


UNCLASSIFIED 


v_/ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Ths  light  Might  flaxibli  POL  tanka  ara  quloklv  fill#*  to 
wrrlH  tha  25th  Inffcntxy  Division  vohloloat  »  Mar  66* 


UNCLASSiriED 


Cuartarmatar  shovwra  at  Cu  CM,  Vlataaa,  13  Hw»h  1 966 


UNCLASSIFIED 


o 


o 


UNCLASSIFIED 


<#>  ■ 


ft  -  , 


Maator  or  Oo  0,  125th  signal  Battalion,  3ahofl#l« 
Barraoko.  Hawaii,  In  ppa pa ration  for  daharaatlon  for 
tha  Fopuollo  of  Vlatnagr  26  FOb  66* 


unclassified 


o 


o 


UNCLASSIFIED 


% 


Loot  roll  oall  at  Cohort  aid  Burrae^e,  Hawaii,  bafora  aartbara 
of  Oo  0, 189th  Signal  Bn  da part  for  vietnaa*  20  FOb  66, 


JOf 


UNCLASSIFIED 


*0  *. 


*  * 


X  Mrtwr  df  0*  0.  129th  signal  Bn,  loads  his  duff  la 
hag  ott  tha  but  that  will  taka  tha  129th  Signal  Bn  to 
tha  ship  bound  far  tfc»  Rapublle  of  Vlstnan,  28  Fab  86 


UNCLAS5;.~,-» 


MMbors  of  tho  89th  Infantry  Division  dobarLing 
froa  tht  inn  Pop*  Into  landing  ora  ft*  a  ft  or  a  18 
day  voyago  froa  Hawaii*  13  March  1966* 


UNCLASS1F.EC 


UNCLASSIFIED 


M«»nb«r*  of  tha  25  th  Aviation  3nt  25th  Inftentry  Dtrlaloe, 
arrlv*  at  Cu  ''hi,  Vlatna®,  2  Apr  66# 


UNCLASSIFIED 


U^"'iAS?!FiED 


conetruotloo  of  DTOC  *t  the  23th  Znftntr? 
Dlrlaloo  Headquarter*  at  Cu  Chi,  Vletma* 
The  tree*  in  the  foreground  wore  pleated  to 
giro  it  e  troplMl  look*  19  her  66s 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Co  c,  125th  Signal  Battalion,  25th  Infantry 
Division,  puts  toots  otst  ths  pro fab  toot  kits, 
at  Cn  Chi,  Vlstnaa,  30  Ifcroh  1966. 


30t> 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Htalhmr*  »f  Ihs  35th  Infhniry  Birisica  asssabling 
Wat  kit*  for  th*  35th  Infantry  Division  H**4quart*r* 
•m,  19  mr  66. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


^CLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Conatrootloo  on  thr  moo  (Division  Tootlool 
Osorotlons  Orator)  oroo  in  tho  25th  IufOntry 
Divloloa  Ho%flqtmrtoro  ot  On  CM,  Vfotioa*  19 
)%r«h  196du 


UNCLASSIFIED 


tW-ASSir: 


A  Ond*  l*nt*ra  and*  by  the  V\*t  Cone  for  uh  ia  tum*els 
whioh  m  captured  art  or  *  auoooaefuX  aabunh  petrol  by  Co* 
It  l/ith  Infantry  0'ooh),  35th  Infantry  Dtrlalon,  on  tho 
outaklrtn  of  -u  Chi,  Vlotnan,  9  Apr  § 6 • 


UNCLASSIFIED 


o 


UNCLASSIFIED 


k  iluiir  of  vm  o«i  booby  trappot  v.  r,  brabt  nwortnl 
bar  3o  A.  l/Hb  Infeotry  (Moofe)  during  Operation  KUIA, 

1*  Apr  W. 


\ 

\ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


2»5h  rHk»i  and  wrUr  Midi  Bid*  by  tbs  Vl»t  ooug  found  In 
•  tunnal  dln«or*r#d  by  c»  A,  l/5tta  Znfbntry  (M»oh)t  during 
OptmUon  kasha*  lA  Apr  66, 


UHCUASSlFiS^ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


A  aMrtwr  #f  Ate  M  ihMcptpbli  fw  euts  «pn  i  rio*  aaok 
«m  If  th*  Tilt  Dm  tft«r  li  uAwh  HtWi  by  th*  i/5th 
Xafkntry  (NMk),  tWh  Xafkatry  Division,  8  Apr  68. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


unclass;: 


Rio#  teehe  found  la  •  warehouse  during  s  aearoh  and  destroy 
Mission  fcy  the  f5th  Infantry  rirlsion  on  Operation  kakaha, 
11  Apt  W* 


unclassified 


UMOMiSSfFi  L'D 


Xobbora  of  co  B,  1^5th  Infantry  (M*eh}  and  12r>th  signal 
Batt-llon  ("boto  Santlon),  aaorch  th*  body  of  a  Viat  cons 
•ft«r  an  aabuab  patrol  naar  '**  'Jhl,  vtatnarn,  8  Apr  65* 


UNCLASSSHH-' 


Vl*t  Cong  food,  slothing  end  aqulpnant  oapturad  bf  Co •  B, 
l/5th  Infantry  O'Aoh),  25th  infantry  nirision,  at  Cu  Chi, 
yiatnair,  S  K?.t  66. 


^/6 

UNCLASSIFIED 


SECRET 


